
Parish of Abbeydale and Millhouses – Advent 2020 Newsletter 
Dear All 
 
As we emerge from our second national lockdown, we hope that you are keeping well and 
staying safe. 
This Advent and Christmas will be like no other, but we are pleased that we will be able to 
have Midnight Mass and Christmas day services at both our churches: 

Midnight Mass – 11.30 pm on Christmas Eve at both Holy Trinity and St. John’s 
Christmas day Eucharist – Holy Trinity at 10 am; St. John’s at 9.30 am 

 
In December our 10 am Sunday communion services will alternate between the churches: 

6th and 20th December 10 am at Holy Trinity 
13th and 27th December 10 am at St. John’s  

Booking is required for attendance at all services by phoning the Parish Office 0114 249 0377 
We also plan to live stream the service on 6 December on Zoom:  

Meeting ID: 843 5019 2250   Passcode: 287321 
Please check our website for updates. Details for future services on Zoom to follow. 
 
8am BCP communion at St. John’s will be held on Sunday 6 December 
 
Advent and Christmas activities for all ages have been planned by Philippa:  

• Takeaway Christingles will be available for collection/delivery on the weekend 
19/20th December. If you would like one, please contact 
Philippa philippa@wilsondand.co.uk (full information will also be available in Trio) 

• Prayer stations in church and a Nativity trail outdoors will be available from mid-
December. More details to follow in our Christmas newsletter. 

 
Grace Food Bank – still needed for Christmas 
Pringles, cheddars or similar crisps in a cardboard tube, Tins of salmon, Tins of ham, SMALL 
boxes of crackers/biscuits for cheese 
Please make sure that the use by date on each donation is after 25th December 2020. 
With thanks for all of your ongoing support and donations, Chris Wrigley. 
 
St. John’s Brownies – an urgent request for new leaders. If no new leaders come forward 
this thriving pack of 24 Brownies will have to close. Training and support will be given. Once 
the hall is open again, they will meet on Monday evenings. If you would like to know more, 
please phone Doreen Plumridge on 0114 235 0269 
 
Litany of Reconciliation with International Partners - Friday 4 December at 11am on Zoom 
– a great chance to join in a service with Community of the cross of Nails partners from 
around the world. Email Angie Lauener angielauener@me.com for joining details. 
 
TRIO is now published and will be ready for delivery soon. On the theme of Hope, we pray 
that it will be a timely and seasonal message for you and for all in our local community. 
 
With our prayers and good wishes as you journey through Advent,     Peter and Angie 
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Advent Sunday 29 November 2020  
Collect, Readings and Sermon 
 

In Advent, as we prepare to celebrate the Christ Child's birth, we remind ourselves that this 
Jesus will come again in glory. 
 

COLLECT: Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the 
armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us 
in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. 
 

FIRST READING    1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
The Apostle Paul thanks God for the spiritual life of the Christians of Corinth and assures 
them that God will continue to strengthen them to the end. 
  
 My brothers and sisters: 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given 
you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 
knowledge of every kind – 6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among 
you – 7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on 
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship 
of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
GOSPEL Mark 13:24-37 
Jesus warns his disciples of hard times to come and tells them to remain watchful for the 
return of the Son of Man. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 24‘In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and 
the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be  falling from heaven, and the powers 
in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. 27Then 
he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of heaven. 
28‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, 
you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 
away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. 32‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when 
the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 
35Therefore, keep awake – for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in 
the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep 
when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 



Angie’s sermon: 
 
Today we start the season of Advent. A time of preparation to get ready for the great 
celebration of Christmas.  
A time to be reminded of why Jesus came: 
- as explained by John the Baptist in the gospels of John and Mark. 
- as revealed by the angel Gabriel to Mary. “He will reign over the house of Jacob forever 
and of his kingdom there will be no end,” as explained in the gospel of Luke. 
 
This is a necessary time of reflection and reimagining and thinking anew before we get too 
busy with the usual round of activities at this time. 
 
Except that nothing will be the same this Christmas because of Covid. 
Covid has shaken everything up. It has made us rethink a lot of things.  
It has made us realise what is really important.  
It has helped us value things that perhaps we had been taking for granted. 
 
Our readings over the past few weeks seem to me to encompass a number of themes that 
help us to live out our Christian faith at this time. 

1. We are urged to live in readiness for the coming of the kingdom of God 
2. We are given suggestions for living in the kingdom of God now 
3. We have been given encouragement for the future 

 
1. Living in readiness for the coming of the kingdom of God is illustrated by story of 

wise bridesmaids, who took flasks of oil with their lamps, so that when the 
bridegroom arrived unexpectedly, they were ready (from our gospel reading 
Matthew 25.1-13 on 8 November). 
 

Today’s readings continue the theme of living in readiness for the coming of the kingdom of 
God. 
We read that after a period of suffering, the Son of Man will come with great power and 
glory. 
There will be signs, as from the lesson of the fig tree, whose branches put forth leaves and 
become tender when summer is coming. 
But really, we do not know when this will be. 
Hence, the instruction to be ready at all times. 
 
Today’s gospel reading in Mark reinforces the idea of being ready using a different story – 
the master of the house goes away and leaves his slaves in charge of the house, with 
commands about what to do. They are urged to stay awake because they don’t know when 
he might return.  

 
In the parable of the sheep and goats in last Sunday’s gospel reading from Matthew 25, 
Peter explained that this means we need to take note of how we behave now. Because 
when the son of man comes in glory, people will be separated; those who fed the hungry 
and welcomed the stranger will inherit the kingdom prepared for them. 
 



2. Suggestions for living in the kingdom of God now –  
One suggestion came in the Gospel reading for All Saints on 1 November, from Matthew 5 – 
the Beatitudes: 
that those whose lives are modelled on the life of Jesus are blessed  
Another came from Matthew 25 on 15 November –  
To make the most of the gifts and talents that you have been given. 
These are about how we choose to behave in the here and now, with the help of God’s 
grace, and the example of Jesus. 
 

3.  Encouragement for the future 
The reading from Revelation 7 .9-17 on 1 November – All Saints – gave us the image of 
people who have come out of the great ordeal, gathered together before God’s throne, 
“And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (Revelation 7.17)  
Our Gospel reading today reminds us again of this: 
That after a period of suffering, “They will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great 
power and glory. Then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, 
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.”  (Mark 13.26, 27) 
 
As we journey prayerfully through Advent at this unique time, may we be open to be 
challenged and changed, 
And to ask for God’s grace to help us to do what is right for us,  
to be ready for the coming of the Son of Man at any hour.  
Why not give Morning Prayer a try, with its especially beautiful words during Advent – 
words such as, 
In your tender compassion, the dawn from on high is breaking upon us, to dispel the 
lingering shadows of night. 
 
Then, we shall be ready to celebrate again with joy the wonderful gift of God’s redeeming 
love at Christmas in the coming of Jesus into the world.    Amen  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of your Son 
our Lord; that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in his 
service and joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 


