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As we are now well into the Autumn, and the nights are drawing in, we are looking forward 
to a number of seasonal events and activities in our worship and in our community life. Lots 
of dates for our diaries! We pray for God’s blessing and guidance in all that is to come. Let 
us also hold in our prayers all who are sick in our parish, and the bereaved, and pray for 
God’s blessing on them. 
 
Our annual Commemoration of the Faithful Departed service will take place this year at St. 
John’s at 3.30 pm on Sunday 7th November. There are sheets at the back of each church for 
you to add names of any loved ones you would like to be remembered at that service. 
 
Mid-week communion services have resumed on a once-a-month basis, beginning on 6th 
October at St. John’s. There was a good congregation, including some visiting Mothers’ 
Union* members from our Deanery. The next mid-week communion will be held at Holy 
Trinity on Wednesday 3rd November at 10 am. The service will be led by Rev’d Anesia Cook 
from St. Peters and St. Oswalds. Anesia has led Wednesday communions for us before, and 
we look forward to seeing her again. 
*MU Craft request – Margaret Minns would be delighted to hear from anyone who is 
making tree decorations to be given by the MU to inmates of Doncaster prison. They need to 
be completed by the end of November. Margaret has more details – Tel. 2747372 
 
Advent course – Travelling Light. We will be offering this four-week course on a mid-
evening during Advent. The course is designed by the Diocese and will include reflections by 
Bishop Sophie. More details to follow.  
 
Music and worship for Christmas  
We are delighted that the choir will lead us in these events: 
Advent Carol Service – Sunday 28th November 6.30 at St. John’s 
Christmas Concert - Tuesday 14th December 7.30 at St. John’s 
Nine Lessons and Carols – Sunday 19th December 6.30 at Holy Trinity 
We hope you will come along and enjoy this festive music and worship, so please make a 
note of the dates in your diary. 
 
The Litany of Reconciliation will be said this week outside St. John’s at 12 noon on Thursday 
21st October. The next date is Thursday 18th November. The International Community of the 
Cross of Nails also says the Litany monthly via Zoom and some from our parish join in. This is 
a wonderful feature of the technology! The next will be on Friday 5 November – Zoom 
details https://zoom.us/j/881976123?pwd=MVFnQ1Rxb0Y2Y0dZNWcrT2M1V01oQT09 

 Meeting-ID: 881 976 123 

Password: 637997 

 
Christmas is Coming – A planning meeting is to be held at 10 am on Saturday 23rd October 
at Holy Trinity in the Lady Chapel – all welcome. The event itself is planned for Saturday 27th 
November at Holy Trinity. More details will follow. 
 
With warm wishes,   
 
Angie  

https://zoom.us/j/881976123?pwd=MVFnQ1Rxb0Y2Y0dZNWcrT2M1V01oQT09
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SERMON FOR 17 OCTOBER 2021. (REVISED VERSION) 
 
 Tom Wright, ex-bishop of Durham and now eminent biblical scholar, begins his 
commentary on what is our gospel reading in this way:-part 
“What comes to mind first when you think of the crucifixion of Jesus?  Perhaps  
you think of going to church and singing well-known hymns: There is a green 
hill far away, or When I survey the wondrous cross. 
Perhaps you think of a picture, or a statue of the cross: a crucifix, reminding 
you of the sorrow and suffering of Jesus, and somehow bringing consolation 
and hope into your own sorrow and suffering. 
Perhaps you think of the brutality that could have dreamed up that way of 
killing people – and of the similar brutalities that still deface God’s world 
today. 
Perhaps you have an image  in your mind of the crowds at the foot of the 
cross, some mocking Jesus, some in tears. Perhaps in your picture, you are 
there with them, watching him die. 
Mark is going to tell us part of the story of how and why  Jesus predicted his 
death. 
 Of what it meant to Jesus, And how difficult it was at the time to get his 
disciples to understand what he was trying to do! 
Mark is being honest with his readers, showing them the 12 disciples not as 
saints but as ordinary men with very different backgrounds and experience. 
People like ourselves with whom Jesus set out to change the world. By dying 
for it. 
 It certainly tells us something about James and John,  who were members of 
Jesus’ inner circle. 
When, not if, Jesus triumphed e as a  human king would they his right-hand 
men, his chief ministers in his government. 
And it tells us that they had completely failed to understand Jesus. 
Three  times he had tried to get his closest followers to understand what was 
going to happen and why.as him 
So with a severity we rarely think of him using he tells them how wrong they 
are. They are can’t do the same as him now  , but they will  in the future. 
(James was crucified, John was to suffer greatly., and all the others were to be 
martyred.) And only God the Father could decide who was to be honoured in 
heaven. 
Next he had to handle a potentially explosive situation which could have 
wrecked  his followers as a group. The other disciples were muttering and he 
had to get them to make clear what were the standards of greatness in his 
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kingdom. Not worldly, not power-seeking. Not tyranny or fear or abuse of 
power. 
The standard was service of others and he pointed to himself saying he had 
come to give his life as a ransom for many, to bring human beings back from 
sinfulness into the love of God. The cost? The Cross, the agony, the torture, 
humiliation and a cruel death. 
It was a story that was to perplex them then and multitudes over the coming 
centuries and in our own times. Who was he, why did he voluntarily accept    
It is clear that Jesus was thinking about Isaiah’s prophecy of the Suffering 
Servant. This had been developed at a time when Israel had been defeated and 
destroyed, its Temple wrecked, its elite taken inti exile, Gentiles settled on 
their soil, and rule was by a military power. 
What could imperfect weak sinful people hope for? What could they do to 
rectify the situation? Had God abandoned them?  
Isaiah’s magnificent answer was to prophesy  a future  Suffering Servant, a 
man who voluntarily suffers terribly on behalf not just of Israel but the wider 
world. Not because he is weak or sinful. Done in perfect obedience to God his 
Father by a willingness to make intercession for all. 
God would  use Cyrus king of Persia to set the Jewish people free. 
But the Suffering Servant did not  appear in Iaiah’s time.  
Once  again in Jesus’ time his land was occupied by a foreign power – Rome. 
The hierarchy of priests  in the Temple was corrupt. Men,even his own closest 
followers were looking for Jesus to lead a revolt and re=establish a nation 
state. 
Jesus had heard God’s voice at his baptism calling him his beloved Son. Now he 
saw himself as that Suffering Servant. He knew what he must do and did it. 
Afterwards   his followers debated what all this meant. So we find three 
decades after Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension Paul l in his letters to 
the churches telling them who and what Jesus had been and was and what this 
meant for them. The other gospels would tell the story of Jesus’ ministry and 
life. John ‘s gospel opened with its portrayal of Christ as Son of God and 
Saviour.  
The reading from Hebrews shows what some Jewish Christians were thinking.  
Jesus was the true High Priest who had offered not animal sacrifices but 
sacrifice of himself on behalf of others.   
Jesus was perhaps a new Moses leading God’s people to spiritual freedom,  
 and reversal of what had happened according to Genesis – the Fall of 
humanity into separation from God, disobedience, sinfulness  and mortality. 
The language of Hebrews  echos parts of a form of coronation which now 
elevated the risen Christ to the status of divine kingship. 
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In the centuries that followed the Church developed its own answers leading 
to the historic creeds we still say today. 
And in the last few centuries people continue to seek answers to the questions 
about Jesus. Many books have been produced by scholars in our own time 
trying to find answers as to who Jesus was and what he was trying to be abd to 
do. 
So, returning to where we started with Wright’s questions,what do we, you, I 
think of when we think about Jesus, hiss life and his death? 
Amen. 
 
 


