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From the vicarage…... 

Welcome to the Christmas edition of TRIO, the     
magazine for the Parish of Abbeydale and Millhouses, 
and especially welcome if you are receiving this for 
the first time as we seek to deliver the magazine to 
every house in the parish, over 4,500 copies.  The 
TRIO replaces the newsletter that was delivered to 
the houses in S17, which was the old parish of St 
John’s Abbeydale.   
 

For those of you who don’t already know St John’s 
joined together with Holy Trinity Millhouses to create 
a new parish of Abbeydale and Millhouses.  As you 
will see in the calendar on pages 14 and 15, we hold 
regular services in both of our churches. 
 

I should imagine by the time you are reading this all 
your Christmas arrangements will be in place,        
presents bought and wrapped?!  Cards written,     
decorations and tree organised, (they may already be 
up!), food and meals sorted, etc, but despite all this it 
is actually something to do with God. “Well he would 
say that, wouldn’t he?” 
 

So Christmas is something to do with God, not only 
within what we are doing - or going to do - those  
special meals, family visits, but also in the events we 
are remembering from over 2000 years ago. 
 

So my question is fairly simple, ‘Where was God in the 
Bethlehem happenings so long ago and where is God 
in the Christmas happenings of 2019?’  
 

Of course we are not the first to ask the question 
about that first Christmas. The obvious first seekers 
were the wise men, Kings, Magi. The three that    
travelled many miles.   
 

They followed a star.  They looked up for the signs 
from the heavens.  They looked up  - away from what 
was happening on earth and searched the skies.  
More than that, being men of some rank, some     
substance, when they got near to Bethlehem they 
went to the top.  They called on the King Herod.  They 
had some influence and so were admitted to the king 
to ask directions before setting off again. 
 

So, the clues for us all seem to be – look up to find 
God;  raise your eyes above what is going on down 
here on earth. Rather a spiritual message – ignore 
normal human life - God is to be found in the skies.  
Obviously the men of influence can give you some 
clues, go to the top. If you are searching for God then 
ask those in the know, important people.  The wise 
men apparently teach us that when we search for 
God we look into heaven for him and we ask for    
directions from the experts.  Look up in both ways, 
look up to the heavens and ask the people you can 
look up to. 

But there is a second instalment.  The wise men 
moved on from Herod’s court, still looking up to    
follow the star, still following the king’s expert advice 
and heading for Bethlehem.  

What they found must have been an enormous 
shock.  Looking for God – looking up – they arrived at 
a stable and had to look down at a baby.                   

No stars in the stable, just hay and straw, no kings in 
the stable just Mary and Joseph and shepherds. 

It’s important to get this straight.  So that we that live 
over 2000 years after can’t be mistaken, we can’t 
alter the story.  The search for God did not end in a 
cathedral, in a palace not even in a mansion.  It did 
not end at the Houses of Parliament or at the    
American Whitehouse.  It ended in a stable! 

The search for God did not conclude with a guru of 
great wisdom, a statesman of great persuasion, a 
king of great wealth – but in a baby born in poverty.  
So the wise men’s journey started by looking up and 
ended by looking down in every way possible, looking 
down from the height of an adult to a baby, looking 
down from their own riches to the poverty of Joseph 
and Mary, looking down from universities and       
palaces to a stable. 

All the clues for our wish to know God are there.  We 
may start by searching the heavens, we may set off 
by asking the experts, we may expect it to be a 
matter of great knowledge, great power, great 
wealth, surely great something.  Yet here, like the 
wise men, we are brought to look down and 
acknowledge God among us, there all the time, in the 
midst of us in 2019 and we didn’t notice.  At the   
centre of human life, our human life, and we pass 
him by. 

I warmly invite you to join us at any of our Christmas 
services at either of our churches.  Come and gaze 
down on the greatest gift that God has given us, the 
baby born in the stable in poverty.   

Emmanuel - God is with us.   

      Peter 
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Giving….  the essence of Christmas!  Astrid 

Logan spoke with church family members about 

favourite or unusual gifts they had received, 

As a boy of 7 or 8 years old I was given 

my first clockwork Hornby railway 

engine. It was a complete surprise, I 

was overjoyed! I played with it in the 

house and the garden and I remember 

it to this day. 

David 

I received a rather unusual gift last Christmas, it 

was a voucher for a unique experience.  I recently 

participated in an autumn trek through fields and 

woods above the Rivelin Valley with Gordon the 

Alpaca and his friends, (plus some other humans! 

Jean 

“The best Christmas present I ever 

received was on Christmas Day 

1968, when I was given a bottle of 

Chanel  perfume by Bob. We had 

been going out together for just 

four weeks. On New Year’s Eve we 

got engaged, and were married the 

following August 50 years ago”. 

Janet 

Some of the younger members of the        

congregation have also received some      

impressive and interesting gifts……. 

I was given an invitation to take part in a training session with  

Olympic gymnastics medalist, Beth Tweddle.  

Jess, 

aged 13 

My passion for climbing Started when I was given  

climbing lessons for Christmas. 

Tim, aged 13 

I got a huge surprise when I opened a big box 

filled with paper to discover a karaoke      

machine. It was a brilliant present and at a 

party at home on New Year’s Eve I             

persuaded my older brothers, Rob and Tom, 

to sing! 

Megan, aged 11 

Hannah, 8,  put her roller skates to good 

use last year when she skated around the 

church car park, whilst her brother, James 

6, has fun with his skate board, which he 

got for Christmas. 

It isn’t a particular present that  has fond memories for 

me, but rather a piece of elasticated gold string which I 

put round a present to a special friend..  I commented to 

my friend, “I would like to have that string back when 

you’ve opened your   present” and that initiated a Christ-

mas tradition between the two of us, which continued for 

many years, as we took it in turns to exchange presents 

wrapped with that piece of gold string!  

Audrey 

Whilst all of these 

presents are special in their 

own way, we have all been giv-

en something money just can’t 

buy, the greatest and most pre-

cious gift of all at Christmas; 

the birth and presence of Our 

Lord Jesus 

Christ.  
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Christmas gatherings 
Gwen and I decided that when, and if, we had 

children, we would always have Christmas Day at 

home then travel on Boxing Day for family    

gatherings. Every alternate year the boxing day 

travels of our families would be to our own home 

in Sheffield. To date we have always kept     

Christmas Day as a home day except for the first 

time this year when we may be the travellers to 

gather with our grown-up children and our young 

grandchildren. 
 

We so remember the preparations for travel 

when Katie would be around one year old and 

David three years old. Packing the car for the 260 

mile return journey to Consett in Co Durham was 

a developed skill.  Our car had to be loaded with  

carry cot with wheels for Katie, the pushchair for 

David and a folding bed too, the nappy pale and 

the cleansers, as well as the essential potty.   

Children’s food for both and of course many 

changes of clothing for the inclement North East 

weather. The roads were often tricky and         

occasionally we had to nurse our car up the 

steep hills into Consett if there was Christmas 

snow - Consett being 1000ft above sea level.  
 

Once in Consett Christmas celebrations could 

begin. Both of us had families in Consett and 

there were many family gatherings to enjoy    

before the journey was reversed back to 

Sheffield. 
 

For Mary and Joseph, Christmas which is the   

celebration of the birth of Christ, was yet to 

come and they were its initiators.  The journey 

they were about to make wasn’t for fun or of 

their own choice. Mary was heavily pregnant 

with the Christ child and very near to full term. 

The Emperor Augustus had decided that there 

should be a  census of the population to ensure 

that the proper taxes were paid. For Jewish   

families this meant that they had to return to the 

father’s  place of birth to be registered. We can 

only assume that coercion was applied to ensure 

that everyone obeyed the law. 
 

Although Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth,   

Joseph’s family home was Bethlehem, some 90  

miles away, and it was there that they were 

called to be for the census. Joseph and Mary’s 

hardships would have begun more than a week 

before the birth of their son, when the couple 

had to leave their home in Nazareth, in the 

northern highlands of Galilee, to register for a 

Roman census. Professor Strange, a well-known 

Biblical scholar who annually leads an excavation 

team at the ancient city of Sepphoris, near     

Nazareth, says it was a gruelling trip, “In           

antiquity, the most we find people traveling is 20 

miles a day”,  and this trip was very much uphill 

and downhill. It was not simple.  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof Strange estimates that Joseph and Mary 

with donkey transport would  likely  have       

travelled only 10 miles a day because of Mary’s 

impending delivery. There would have been food 

to carry and essentials for the imminent birth of 

a baby and warm clothing for the evening cold. 

Wineskin would hold water and they carried a lot 

of bread. . . . Breakfast would be dried bread, 

lunch would be oil with bread, and herbs with oil 

and bread in the evening. Evidence points to the 

journey occurring in late September when it was 

warm by day and near freezing at night. One of 

the most terrifying dangers in ancient Palestine 

was the heavily forested valley of the Jordan   

River. Prof Strange says that lions and bears lived 

in the woods, and travellers had to fend off wild 

boars. Archaeologists have unearthed              

documents warning travellers of the forest’s  

dangers. Bandits, pirates of the desert, and     

robbers were also common hazards along the 

major trade routes like the one Joseph and Mary 

would have travelled. Because of these dangers 

groups would often join in caravans for            

protection as they moved slowly along. The   

hardships did not end when Joseph and Mary 

arrived in Bethlehem.                 Conclud-

ed on next page 6 



Under normal circumstances the pair would have 

expected to stay in the spare bedroom of a      

relative or another Jewish family. However, an 

overcrowded Bethlehem would have forced   

Joseph and Mary to seek lodging at a primitive 

inn. It is widely agreed that Jesus was born in a 

cave used for housing animals. Since the stable 

was part of the inn, the only animals likely to be 

found there would have been donkeys used for 

travel -- and perhaps a few sheep. 
 

And then Jesus is born, Christmas arrives, and 

God is with us in the presence of the living      

Emmanuel. One can only imagine the exhaustion 

of the mother and the relief and concern of the 

father. Will this baby be all right? Will Mary    

survive the ordeal? 

 

Then, just to confirm God’s promise that this  

baby is actually the promised messiah, ordinary 

shepherds are sent by angels to find this baby 

and to give praise to God for this one-off         

intervention in human history. But this is only 

the beginning of the gathering. Not long after, 

Magi, or wise men from the east arrive with gifts 

to celebrate the birth of a new king. Not          

surprisingly King Herod, on hearing the news, 

threatens to kill all new-born babies in dreadful 

retribution and Mary, Joseph and Jesus are 

forced into exile in Egypt in the first months of 

Jesus life. It will be some time before they are 

able to return safely to Nazareth. 

 So far this has been a tale of two Christmas  

gatherings. The first is about a joyful event of a 

saviour’s birth and the eagerness to celebrate 

and share the joy with family and friends. The 

second is a forced gathering when Christmas is 

instituted and inhabited by animals and a       

mixture of poor and rich observers.   
 

But every Christmas there 

is a third gathering. It’s a 

family gathering too  This is 

a gathering of the hungry, 

the bereaved,  the home-

less, the unwanted, the 

needy, those whose family        

relationships have broken 

down, the mentally sick and the outcast who 

sleep on our streets.  Fortunately, we have      

inspired groups of people, many Christian, who 

do their best to provide at this time some      

temporary relief from hunger and despair.        

Organizations like CenterPoint, Crisis at      

Christmas, and Homeless and Rootless at  

Christmas do their best to provide                     

accommodation and food over the Christmas 

period and we are   encouraged at this time of 

major 

Christian 

celebration 

to act to do 

what we 

can to 

those in 

need at the 

Christmas time. Let their gatherings be joyful, 

unexpected, enriching and personally rewarding 

and may we all receive and disperse the joy and 

happiness of our Christmas gatherings. 
 

And give a final thought for those for whom  

family Christmas gatherings are more difficult. 

For our nurses and doctors working in our       

hospitals on Christmas day and the vast array of 

public service workers who keep us fed and safe 

and lastly for our Vicars and church workers 

leading the seasons celebrations and for those 

who grieve.                                                                                

    Canon Ian Draffan 
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Gatherings of refugees whether in large 

camps in the Middle East, Africa or in European 

ports are a constant reminder of the miserable 

plight of thousands of fellow human beings.  To 

me this poem captures many of the attitudes 

that surround the world’s refugee problem…..              

Editor. 

REFUGEES 

by Brian Bilston 

They have no need of our help 
So do not tell me 

These haggard faces could belong to you or me 
Should life have dealt a different hand 

We need to see them for who they really are 
Chancers and scroungers 
Layabouts and loungers 

With bombs up their sleeves 
Cut-throat and thiefs 

They are not  
Welcome here  

We should make them  
Go back to where they came from 

They cannot  
Share our food 

Share our homes 
Share our countries 

Instead let us 
Build a wall to keep them out 

It is not okay to say 
They are people just like us 

A place should only belong to those who are born there 
Do not be so stupid to think that  

The world can be looked at a different way 
 

Now read from the bottom to top 

A Christmas Guide   

from the Anglican Diocese of Sheffield 

 Receive the light of Christ 

 Walk in the light of Christ 

 Reflect the light of Christ  

Receive the light of Christ by: 

 Praying and seeking God’s will 

 Reading and reflecting on the Scriptures 

 Receiving bread and wine in communion 

 Participating in the life and worship of the 

church 

 Opening our lives to the Holy Spirit 

 

Walk in the light of Christ by: 

 Enjoying God’s gifts with gratitude 

 Giving generously of what we have 

 Forgiving those who wrong us 

 Balancing rest and work 

 Developing a personal rule for life 

 

Reflect the life of Christ by 

 Loving and praying for those with whom we 

live and work  

 Sharing Jesus in our communities 

 Serving those in need 

 Challenging injustice and promoting peace 

 Caring for God’s creation 

 

Not just for Christmas  -  but a great     

New Year’s Resolution! 
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This winter solstice is also known as ‘Saturnalia’ 
in honour of Saturn, the father of Gods. and is 
thought to date back over a 200 years BC. ‘The 
holiday was celebrated with a sacrifice at the 
Temple of Saturn, in the Roman Forum, and a 
public banquet, followed by private gift-giving, 
continual partying, and a carnival atmosphere 
that overturned Roman social norms. The          
festival was characterised as a free-for-all when 
all discipline and orderly behaviour was ignored. 
(Sounds a bit like some of today’s Christmas             
festivities!). Wars were interrupted or postponed,  
gambling was permitted, slaves were served by 
their masters and all grudges and  quarrels were 
forgotten.’  Sadly the last reported Christmas 
truce, when war was interrupted, and hostilities 
and enmity were forgotten, was on Christmas 
Day in 1914 at the start of WW1. Apparently   
German and English soldiers exchanged gifts of 
cigarettes and plum puddings and sang carols, 
some even gathered to play a friendly game of 
football. But going back to ‘Saturnalia’... 

The festival In ancient Rome began on 17th      
December and lasted for a week.  It was           
traditional to offer gifts of imitation fruit (a    
symbol of fertility), dolls (symbolic of the custom 
of human sacrifice), and candles (reminiscent of 
the bonfires traditionally associated with pagan 
solstice celebrations).  Isn’t it amazing how many 
of these symbols are part our Christmas             
traditions? 
 

Another of our traditions is based on a            
Scandinavian December gathering—’The Feast of 
Juul’.  This was a pre-Christian festival observed 
in Scandinavia at the time of the December          
solstice.                                           

Concluded on next page 

Gathering together……  

by PMJ 

What are you doing for Christmas?  This is a 
question often raised during the lead up to the 
festival season.  My usual response is to say how 
I will spend Christmas Day, but on reflection the 
question implies so much more… 
What am I really doing for Christmas? In        
addition to all the preparation of present buying, 
card writing, making lists for food to buy, jobs to 
done, people to contact….  and looking at my 
diary …. I realise that I shall be incredibly busy     
doing a whole range of different activities.  
 

All of these activities involve meeting up with  
people. Christmas time is synonymous for most 
people with gathering together for meals and 
parties, for meeting and visiting family and 
friends, for carol singing and services, just         
celebrating in a host of different ways.  
 

For over 2000 years people, mainly in the    
northern hemisphere, have gathered together 
around 21st December to celebrate the turning 
of the shortest day — moving towards the light.        
According to ‘Wikipedia’:                                        
The December solstice marks the 'turning of the 
Sun' as the days slowly get longer. Celebrations 
of the lighter days to come have been common 
throughout history with feasts, festivals and   
holidays around this solstice celebrated by       
cultures across the globe. Central Asian countries 
such as Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan,                 
Turkmenistan and some Caucasian states such as 
Azerbaijan and Armenia share the same tradition 
as well and celebrate Yalda Night annually at this 
time of the year.     

Pomegranates  feature                

prominately in Yalda celebrations. 
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Continued from the previous page….. 

People would light fires to symbolise the heat 
and light of the returning sun and a Juul (or Yule) 
log was brought in and dropped in the hearth as  
a tribute to the Norse god Thor. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Yule Log often was an entire tree, carefully 
chosen and brought into the house with great 
ceremony and sometimes, the largest end of the 
log would be placed into the fire hearth, while 
the rest of the tree stuck out into the room. The 
log would be lit from the remains of the previous 
year's log which had been carefully stored away 
and often slowly fed into the fire through the 
Twelve Days of Christmas. Tradition dictated that 
the re-lighting process was carried out by     
someone with clean hands. 
 

The log was burned until nothing but ash         
remained. The ashes were then collected and 
either strewn on the fields as fertilizer every 
night until Twelfth Night or kept as a charm and 
or as medicine. A piece of the log was kept as 
both a token of good luck and as kindling for the 
following year’s log. 
 

French peasants believed that if the ashes were 
kept under the bed, they would protect the 
house against thunder and lightning. The present
-day custom of lighting a Yule log at Christmas is 
believed to have originated in the bonfires      
associated with the feast of Juul.   

 

Here in the UK our Yule logs 
are mostly the edible variety!! 

 

So back to what I’ll be doing 
over Christmas.. Well, firstly 
spending a lot of time with 
church family members, too 

much eating with various groups and my large 
extended family, and, of course, going to Bramall 
Lane on Boxing Day!! 

Here in Abbeydale and Millhouses Parish I will 
participate in many of the traditional events we 
hold during the dark days of winter providing lots 
of opportunities to celebrate — many of them 
linked to ancient customs but now centred 
around the Christian belief of Christ’s birth  
bringing light into a dark and  troubled world. 

Following the community gathering of ‘Christmas 
is coming’ at the end of November, we              
celebrated the start of Advent at Holy Trinity 
with our traditional ‘Christingle Service’, 
(originating in Eastern Europe). Lots of children 
were involved, including Rainbows, Beavers, 
Cubs and 
Scouts.  

Gathering to 
sing carols 
and retell the 
story of the 
birth of Jesus 
is a major part of our celebrations and it is hoped 
that this year our  ‘Festival of nine lessons, (Bible 
readings   telling the story chronologically), and 
carols’ will involve lots more people.                  
Traditionally in the Church of England this service 
is led by the choir, as is the Christmas Eve service 
broadcast from King’s College Cambridge. This 
year our joint choirs from St. John’s and Holy 
Trinity will be joined by anyone who loves to sing 
— thus creating a wonderful celebration on   
Sunday 22nd December.*  

More opportunities* to celebrate together come 
on Christmas Eve with Nativity services, Midnight 
Communion and ‘All-age worship’ on Christmas 
Day - all at both churches. The opportunity to go 
carolling is not only in our churches, but also in 
the community. The residents and staff of the 
two care homes in the parish, Henleigh Hall and 
The Glen, warmly welcome those who lead them 
in singing carols as do those living in Ranulph 
Court— so come along. * 

In January there will be the traditional Candle-lit 
Supper to mark the end of the Christmas season, 
and then our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Parties, 
(one at each church), before the start of Lent.    

Celebrating together in December has been done 
throughout history.  So let us continue to give 
thanks for what we have and make it a really 
happy Christmas — bringing joy, light and peace 
into our communities. 

* Details of all these  on p15 
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This year fair trade pioneers ‘Traidcraft’ celebrated 40 years of 
fighting trade injustice. Last year it looked like Traidcraft’s race 
was run and it faced the very real possibility of having to close. 
With this threat now passed, this article shares some of the 
journey and provides a glimpse of how Traidcraft plans to   

continue fighting for justice over the next 40 years. 
 

In 1970, a typhoon swept across Bangladesh, devastating 
homes, and over half a million lives. The world watched as the 
aftermath unfolded, with political upheavals, conflict, and the 

birth of an independent Bangladesh. 
 

World development charity, Tearfund, started to deliver relief to 
the Bangladeshi people, and in 1974, Richard Adams          
established a trading arm (Tearcraft), filled a charter aircraft 
with jute handicrafts, and set off into the sky with the aim of 
helping the people with trade, as well as aid. Tearcraft made a 
real difference to the lives of artisans, but it wasn’t long before 
Richard felt constrained by what the organisation could 
achieve. In the summer of 1979, Richard gathered six radical 
free-thinkers on the top floor of a 1920s warehouse in        
Newcastle Upon Tyne to launch his new vision – the             
beginnings of what would become a world-changing fair trade 

organisation. 
 

Traidcraft’s first handicrafts catalogue was hand-drawn and 
featured a selection of what we’d think of today as rather retro 
jute plant hangers, baskets, and rugs, all sourced from small co
-operatives across Bangladesh. Soon, the team started       
importing the world’s first fair trade tea, coffee, sugar, and 

chocolate, too. Traidcraft’s future was set. 
 

By founding their own trading company, this team had         
committed themselves to proving that alternative trade (as it 
was called then) could work professionally. Their plan was  
simple – they would import goods directly from artisans and 
growers and distribute them directly to regular people in the 
UK, cutting out the middlemen. They would start by selling on 
church stalls and at markets, where they thought that buyers 

would be interested in the stories behind their purchases. 
 

World trade has always been dominated by a handful of huge 
global companies whose names rarely appear on packaging. 
As of today, just five companies control about 85% of the 
world’s cocoa trade, and the same sort of percentages exist in 

most of the everyday commodities we enjoy. 
 

As you can imagine, options for the honest small-scale coffee 
bean grower were incredibly limited. Traidcraft provided the 
growers with the opportunity to sell their beans to the retailer 
directly, whilst paying more than the usual market price. They 
sought out small-scale and community growers and traditional 
craftspeople whose lives depended on their skills, and who 

struggled to match what the big companies demanded.  
 

But Traidcraft wanted to do even more. The team wanted to get 
to know the farmers, understand their needs, their dreams, and 
the ambitions.        What we understand today as the principles 

of fair trade all started with pioneers like Traidcraft   —  

who dared to travel around the world and listen to the people 

whose products we all take for granted. 
 

As time went by, Traidcraft focused on working with their   
producers to improve quality and develop products for the UK 
market. The first fairly traded goods were tea, coffee (known 

as Campaign Coffee), sugar, and chocolate. 
 

They also created a charitable arm, Traidcraft Exchange, 
which works independently of the PLC. Traidcraft Exchange 
runs development programmes in south Asia and sub-Saharan 
Africa and have helped producers, artisans and small business 
owners develop critical business skills. Each year around 
500,000 households benefit from this training and the skills 
learned. They also run advocacy and campaigns in the UK 
and have helped shape successive governments’ policies 

towards trade with developing countries.  
 

In 1992, Traidcraft jointly founded the Fairtrade Foundation 
and helped establish the standards that underpin today's    
well-known Fairtrade Mark. Getting big companies to adapt to 
the principles of fair trade hasn't been easy, but Traidcraft has 

been instrumental in making this happen. 
 

Over the next few years Traidcraft introduced GEO, the 
world’s first composite Fairtrade food product and launched 
the first Fairtrade wine, cotton, rubber and charcoal. Traidcraft 
also developed a standard for sustainable palm oil, creating 

‘FairPalm’. 
 

In 2018 it looked as if Traidcraft may have to close. The slump 
in retail in the UK, economic uncertainties and the fact that 
Fairtrade is now readily available were all contributing factors 
to decreasing revenues. However, many of the team in   
Gateshead felt that there were some burning trade injustices 
that still needed to be addressed and that a revitalised     
Traidcraft still had a role to play in ‘putting the principles of fair 

trade into commercial practice’. 
 

Initially, Traidcraft will focus on its food offering. All the       
evidence points to a food crisis on our doorstep in the next 30 
years. 70% of our food comes from small scale farmers – the 
very people most affected by climate change - and they are 
being forced to leave land that is becoming increasingly     

untenable to farm. 
 

Whilst Traidcraft has always cared for the environment, they 
believe the future of fair trade is organic and will be working 
with producers to help them protect their soil to ensure      
sustainable supply chains for future generations. For a product 
to be truly fair, it must always be fair to the producer, but it 

must also be fair to the planet. 
 

Traidcraft has always had the church in its DNA and this will 
continue. However, for a long time it has been recognised that 
a new generation of Fairtraders need to be found. In the    
coming months Traidcraft will begin to interact with the        

fast-growing, ethical consumer community in the UK. 

As we gather together for coffee after a Sunday morning 

service , Bev and Paul Ramsey regularly set up a      

TRAIDCRAFT stall in one of our churches or in Millhouses  

Methodists.  Here Paul  why they are so committed. 

12 



13 



    Holy Trinity St John’s 

Sun   Advent 1 

1st 08:00   
Holy Communion 

BCP 
 
 

10:00 
Christingle           
All-age Worship 

Parish   Communion 

 18.30  
Advent Carol       

Service 
Wed 
4th 10:00 Holy Communion   

  10:15   Holy Communion 

Sun   Advent 2  

8th 08.00 
Holy Communion 

BCP 
  

  10:00 Parish  Communion All Age Worship 

Wed 
11th 10:00 Holy Communion   

Thurs 

12th 
19.00 

Whirlow Hall Farm 

Carol Concert 
 

Sat 

14th   
Advent Quiet Day 
10am – 12 noon 

  

Sun   Advent 3  

15th 08.00   
Holy Communion 

BCP 

  10:00 Parish  Communion Parish  Communion 

 16.00 
Café Church     

Family Carols and 
Activities 

 

Wed 

18th 10:00 Holy Communion   

Thurs 

19th 
11.30  

Lunch Club Carol 
Service 

Sun   Advent 4  

22nd 08.00 Holy Communion   

  10:00 Parish  Communion  Parish  Communion 

 18.30 
Festival of Lessons 

and  Carols 
 

15.30 Children’s  Nativity  

 17.30  
Nativity and 
Christingle 

 23.30 Midnight Mass Midnight Mass 

25th 9.30  
Family Christmas 

Communion 

 10:00 
Family Christmas 

Communion 
 

Sun   Christmas 1  

29th 10:00   Joint Worship 

No midweek services until 8th Jan  

December January 
    Holy Trinity St John’s 

Sun   Christmas 2  

5th 8.00   Holy Communion BCP 

  10:00 All-age Worship Parish Communion 

Wed 

8th 
10:00 Holy Communion   

Sun   Epiphany 1  

12th 8.00 Holy Communion 
BCP 

  

  10:00 Parish Communion All Age Worship 

 18.30 Refective Worship  

Wed 

15th 
10:00 Holy Communion   

Sun   Epiphany 2  

19th 8.00   Holy Communion BCP 

  10:30 Joint worship at Millhouses Methodist 
Covenant Service 

 16.00 Café Church  

Wed 

22nd 
10:00 Holy Communion   

Sun   Epiphany 3  

26th 8.00 Holy Communion   

  10:00 Parish Communion  Parish  Communion 

Wed2
9th 

10:00 Holy Communion   

February 
Sun   Candlemas 

Presentation of Christ in the temple 

2nd 8.00   Holy Communion 
BCP 

  10:00 All-age Worship 
Candlemas 

Parish  Communion 
Candlemas 

Wed 

5th 
10:00 
10.15 

Holy Communion 
 

 
Holy Communion  

Sun   Epiphany 5 

9th 8.00 Holy Communion 
BCP 

  

  10:00 Parish Communion All Age Worship 

12th 10:00 Holy Communion   

Sun   Epiphany 6 

16th 8.00   Holy Communion BCP 

  10:00 Parish Communion  Parish Communion 

 16.00 Café Church  

Wed 

19th 
10:00 Holy Communion   

Sun   Last after Epiphany 

23rd 8.00 Holy Communion   

  10:00   Joint Parish       
Communion 

Wed  Ash Wednesday    

26th 10:00 Holy Communion 
With imposition of 

ashes 

 

 19.30 Holy Communion 
With imposition of 

ashes 
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  Holy Trinity St John’s 
Sun   Lent 1  

1st 8.00   Holy Communion 

  10:00 All-age Worship Parish Communion 

Wed 

4th 
10.00 
10.15 

Holy Communion   
Holy Communion  

Sun   Lent 2   

8th 8.00 Holy Communion  

  10.00 Parish Communion All Age Worship  

 18.30 Reflective worship  

March 

In addition to all the special services highlighted on the 

previous page, several other significant events will be 

taking place during the months of December, January 

and February.  To ensure you don’t miss anything 

check on the Parish website, (see p27), or pick up a 

weekly pewsheet from either church.  Here are a few 

to whet the appetite! 

December 

Monday 16th 19.30 at St. John’s 

with mince pies and mulled wine  

by the choirs of St. John’s & Holy Trinity 

Tickets from Rhona: 0114 235 2575  

February 

 

The beginning of Lent, Ash Wednesday, is on 
26th February and our Lent course begins 

the week after: 

Mondays 2—3.30pm  starting 2nd March     
Holy Trinity Church  

Tuesdays 7.30—9pm starting 3rd March      
St John’s 94 Room 

Find out more about the content of the 
course on the next page. 

Difference is a 5 session 

course that explores what 

it means to follow Jesus 

in the face of conflict and 

see the transformation 

through  everyday     

encounters. 

Sat 1st   7 for 7.30pm   Holy Trinity Church Hall 

Come and enjoy a 

Candlelit Dinner 
Tickets £12  

Contact:  0114 236 2654 

Don’t miss out on 
pancakes           

25th February……… 

5.00pm St.John’s 
7.30pm Holy Trinity 

March 

Christmas Eve  3.30pm 

Children’s Nativity at Holy Trinity 
when the wonderful      

Christmas story is brought to 

life through narration, mime 

and singing.  However this 

very popular service needs  

            CHILDREN! 
Any child (over 3!) is welcome to be part of the mime, 
but they do need to come to rehearsals in the church 
as follows:  
 Sun 22nd Dec  2.30pm First rehearsal 
 Mon 23rd Dec 2.30pm Dress rehearsal 
 Tues 24th Dec 3 for 3.30 Performance! 

Saturday 14th 19.30 at 

Holy Trinity 

Carols and More 

by the Troubadores of Dore 

A programme of festive music 

Tickets, inc. refreshments, £8 

07754 894379 

 
Come to Café Church (in the hall!) …   on 

the third Sunday of each month at 16.00.  

Refreshments and activities for all.  
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Archbishop Justin Welby has a vision for the church to be 

a reconciling presence in the midst of conflict. In a     

conflicted and hurting world, many of us long for our 

faith to have a positive impact, but in the messiness of 

life it can be hard to know where to start. We believe 

that God is in the business of restoring brokenness and 

transforming relationships, and that we are called to take 

part. Archbishop Justin has brought together leading 

peacemaking thinkers and practioners to create a          

5-session course to help people encounter others well, 

cross divides and see society transformed.   

Difference is a 5 session course that explores what it 

means to follow Jesus in the face of conflict and see the 

transformation through everyday encounters. 

The Course  ...is designed for any size groups,      

new or well established. 

1. God’s Call 

2. Crossing Divides 

3. Disagreeing Well 

4. Practising Forgiveness 

5. Courage as a Community 

          Each session includes: 

 
Films  -  stories of Christians facing   
conflict  

 

Bible  -  Jesus dealing with difference 

and division  

 

Interactive exercises 

 

Prayer 

 

Discussion 

 

The session is designed to last about  

90 minutes 

ALL WELCOME—see previous page for dates 

and times and venues. 
16 



Christmas Quotes compiled by Claire Justice………... 
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Cards sent, presents bought and wrapped,       

decorations at the ready, turkey ordered and 

guests invited? Why not, you’ve had since        

September to get it all sorted. It’s a challenge  

isn’t it, to get everything ready for the big day 

without being overloaded with stress, strain and 

worry. Often it seems that everything conspires 

against us the nearer Christmas comes – dark 

nights, (and afternoons), wet dreary weather, 

crowded shops selling out of the things we have 

gone for, (try on line they say), projected 

transport difficulties....maybe leaves on the line 

or the wrong sort of snow.....a strike in the 

offing! These of course are the more superficial 

challenges, there are deeper ones such as      

keeping everyone happy, avoiding family         

tensions, disputes or hurts....turning a deaf ear to 

comments such as, “We never did it like this in 

my day.”   

The general  picture 

given in all the TV      

commercials is that 

everyone belongs to 

an  affluent  middle 

class family ……... 

 The challenge of    

Christmas... OR…. the 

Christmas challenge 

    ??? 

…. with doting grandparents and lively             

children....plus the obligatory dog....who have no 

worries or  concerns and who, by buying now will 

receive the goods in time for Christmas ....       

payment deferred for two years, (Ts and Cs     

apply!). How different it is for many, the           

unemployed, the sick, the bereaved and the 

homeless. Many cannot afford the presents their 

children crave nor have enough money for the 

festive feast. What a relief it is for many when it’s 

all over and they can get back to normal. It 

seems a bit like the first  Christmas, no room at 

the inn, a pregnant woman and nowhere to sleep 

and yet people helped out and they got through. 

It must have been a great challenge.  

One of my favourite children’s books is ‘The 

Mouse and his Child’ by Russell Hoban. It starts 

with the description of a Christmas toy shop 

where the Mouse and his father (clockwork toys) 

live but it also portrays the contrast between 

different people: 

“The tramp was big and               

squarely built, and he walked 

along with the rolling stride of 

the long road, his steps too big 

for the little streets of the town. Shivering in his 

thin coat, he passed aimlessly through the crowd 

while rosy-faced Christmas shoppers quickened 

their steps and moved 

aside to give him 

room........A little black and 

white spotted dog trotting 

past stopped and sat down 

to look at him, and for a 

moment the man and the dog were the only two 

creatures on the street not moving in a fixed    

direction. People laughed, shook their heads and 

hurried on. The tramp stopped with arms         

upraised. Then he lowered his head, jammed his 

hands in his pockets, and lurched away down the 

street, around a corner, and into the evening and 

the lamplight on the snow. The dog sniffed at his 

footprints, then trotted on where they led.”  * 

         concluded 
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Not only is Christmas a challenge for us but it is 

also a challenge to us all no matter who we are 

or what we are. We are told that Jesus was born 

to bring light into the darkened world and to light 

the way for us to lead better lives and make the 

world a better place for all to live in by the    

showing of love.  

There is a lovely piece of  children’s drama where 

a photographer comes to take pictures of a      

nativity scene. He builds up the tableau, adds a 

Father Christmas and all manner of Christmas 

related characters. He is just about to take the 

picture when someone calls out, “ Stop! “,       

because Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus can no 

longer be seen.                    

So it can be for us if 

we are so overcome 

by the challenge of 

Christmas that we 

completely miss the 

real Christmas       

challenge to us. This 

in no way prevents us 

from enjoying the 

many festivities, carol concerts, services, meals,  

parties and presents but by accepting the    

Christmas challenge - it  enhances them! 

Chris and Jane B 

*‘The Mouse and his Child’  Russell Hoban (1967)  Faber 

and Faber Ltd ISBN 0-571-22617-5 

Christmas 

presents..           
..a cautionary 

tale!  

It was nearing Christmas and the     

teenage son of the local vicar had just 

reached the age to start driving. He      

approached his father about what he 

wanted for Christmas  -  obviously a 

course of driving lessons !   
 

His father looked at him and suggested 

that if he were to improve his school 

work and up his grades, read the Bible 

more often and get his hair trimmed 

then he would agree.   
 

The son thought about the terms of this 

covenant and agreed, they both shook 

hands on the deal. As Christmas drew 

near the vicar called his son over and 

congratulated him on his improved 

grades and his daily Bible  reading, but 

expressed concern over his hair which 

was even longer. The son agreed that it 

had not been cut but pointed out that his 

Bible studies had led him to believe that      

Moses, John the Baptist and Jesus all had 

long hair.   
 

The father replied, "Yes they did but 

don't forget they also had to walk every-

where.”. 
 

Contributed by a reader who saw a 

slightly different version in a magazine 

in Sandsend, 

Nr. Whitby. 

More  
carol 

singing. .  

led by 
church 

members   
…………   anyone welcome to join us on……….. 

Mon 16th Dec  at Henleigh Hall Care Home 2,00pm 
      then at The Glen Care Home at 3.00pm 
 

Thur 19th Dec  at Ranulph Court  6.00pm 
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In pain? 

Are you suffering 

from: 

Headaches 

Lower back pain 

Neck pain 

Sciatica 

Scoliosis 

Numbness 

Tingling 

We can help 

We are at the corner of Whirlowdale Road and  

Abbeydale Road South,  tel: 0014 262 1999 

info@chirofirst.co.uk 



 
 

The  fourth in our series of articles about 
the clergy team who lead services in our 

Parish.  

Ian Hunter talks with  Gerrie Sturgeon 

In this edition we meet Gerrie Sturgeon.Gerrie was    
ordained as a Distinctive Deacon, (rather than a         
transitional Deacon who moves on to be a priest), in 
2017 and has just completed two years as curate in our 
Parish.   
 

We met up in Millhouses park and over a cup of tea  
generally put the world into perspective.  As usual I was 
left with the feeling that the people we are fortunate to 
have ministering to us are quite grounded with          
happiness and sadness in their history, as we all have, 
but with a calling to the ministry that cannot go          
unheard. 
 

Gerrie was born in Chatham, Kent in 1953, aged two 
months she moved to Sawtry, near Huntingdon in    
Cambridgeshire, to be brought up by her Grandparents.  
Gerrie passed her 11 plus and went to grammar school. 
Like most children at the time she was a regular at    
Sunday school but after a falling out with the vicar had 
ceased going to church when she was 17. Leaving school 
at 18 she began teacher training, which after two years 
she realised was not for her and returned home and 
began working for the Inland Revenue. 
 

At 21 she married her childhood sweetheart and moved 
to West Yorkshire, living in Pudsey and working at the 
Inland Revenue in Bradford and Halifax. Gerrie rose to 
be Inspector of Taxes by the age of 30. By this time her 
first marriage had failed and Gerrie moved as a single 
person to take up a posting with the Inland Revenue in 
High Wycombe. Here she met her future husband Brian.  
 

Two years later Gerrie moved to a new job with a firm of 
accountants in London, from here she was head hunted 
by JP Morgan to work in HR putting her knowledge of 
the tax system to good use as an expert on                 
Compensation and Benefits for the staff, later moving to 
HR in the JP Morgan treasury department.  
 

Gerrie had a daughter, Kathryn, in 1989 and the family 
moved to Ampthill in Bedfordshire, When Kathryn was 
six months old Gerrie returned to her job in London. 
Later she moved to European Compensation and       
Benefits with JPM, a time she describes as demanding 
and rewarding, but hard because of the travelling      
required. 

In 1994 Brian was offered a role as a tax consultant on 
the Isle of Man for a year, the family moved and Gerrie 
took a sabbatical.  

As the family settled into life in the Isle of Man Gerrie 
reassessed her life and in 1995, (Gerrie said this as 
though it was quite expected and a normal thing to do), 
she became a sheep farmer! The year expanded into 18 
and Brian continued to work as a tax adviser there until 
his  retirement in 1999 aged 57, when the family looked 
for a holiday home in France to spend the summers. 
They bought a converted barn in a small village in 
Northern Provence. The village consisted of 11 houses, 
eight of which were owned by a Christian charity     
offering rest and relaxation to missionaries. 

Gerrie had by now returned to church, prompted by her 
daughter who wanted to go to Sunday School. However 
she would say she was a church goer rather than a 
Christian She described how that all changed during 
their second summer in France when Gerrie met Paul, 
who was Chaplain of Tilbury Docks. Gerrie asked Paul 
what his job entailed. He recalled a story of a ship that 
could not sail as the catholic crew were unhappy at  
being asked to sail after there had been a death on 
board. Paul was called in by the Muslim skipper to chat 
to the crew and, referring to several biblical passages, 
reassured the crew that nothing could become them 
and God (Romans 8, 38-39).  

This sparked Gerrie’s interest and she read the New 
Testament that summer. On her return to the Isle of 
Man she told her vicar she had given her life to Christ 
and knew God was calling her to serve his people. So 
Gerrie became a Pastoral Worker in the parish.   Gerrie 
says at this time she had a strong call to preach which 
she robustly resisted. Finally she accepted the call and, 
after speaking to her vicar, she began the process to 
become a Distinctive Deacon. This was not to be though 
due to the church’s ruling on divorce and ordained   
ministers. Gerrie instead trained to be a lay reader. 

In 2010 Brian started to develop Alzheimer’s Disease, 
although this was not confirmed until May 2012. It was 
decided they would move back to the UK to be closer to 
family and settled on Sheffield where Brian had lived 
before. They moved in September 2012, unfortunately 
Brian’s illness was very aggressive and he died in June 
2013. 

The search started for a church. A friend Gerrie knew in 
Scotland suggested she try a church her friend attended 
in Sheffield, the mutual friend was Eileen Turner.      
Despite the churchmanship being very different to what 
she was used to, Gerrie knew immediately this was 
where God wanted her to be. With her calling stronger 
than ever and the help and guidance of Peter Ingram, 
Gerrie was accepted to train for Ordination, which she 
started in 2016 and was Ordained at Sheffield Cathedral 
a year later. Gerrie clearly loves her role as a Deacon, 
describing it as working on the doorstep of the church – 
inside on a Sunday morning and the rest of the time out 
in the Community. 

I know we all benefit from Gerrie’s ministry and I found 
our chat very enlightening and reassuring. 

“For those who serve well as deacons gain a good 
standing for themselves and also great confidence 
in the faith that is in Christ Jesus” (1Timothy 1:13). 
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Ian Draffan’s article mentioned the gathering of the homeless…     Please gather items 

for HARC and the Grace Foodbank and bring to the back of either church. 
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                       We are so pleased to have been invited to compile our own page in TRIO.   

In this issue we give details of our Christmas events and introduce our new Lay Pastor. 

We are having a Christmas Tree Festival again 
this year. Our theme is WHERE'S JESUS? 
 
We shall have Christmas Trees as usual but also 
some Crib Scenes on display. These will all be 
provided by church groups, groups who rent our 
premises, local shops and businesses and local 
schools. 
Admission is free and free hot fruit punch and 
mince pies will be on offer. There will, however, 
be opportunity to give donations to our chosen 
charity - CLIC Sargent Teenage Cancer 
Trust.  This charity is also being supported by our 
friends at the Robin Hood Pub across the road. 
 
You might be an expert at finding Wally in 
WHERE'S WALLY books but at our festival you 
will be able rise to the challenge of finding        
JESUS! A puzzle sheet and quiz will both be 
available.  
 
Also, from 1st December you can take part in a 
"hunt" for Jesus in the local shops. Application 
forms can be picked up from the church, during 
the festival.  
In the week before Christmas you are likely to find 
Jesus in many surprising places in and around 
Millhouses so keep your eyes open. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you. 

Our Festival Opening Times are as follows… 
 
Sunday 1st December...Launch Party 4pm - 6pm 
Saturday 7th December.......................2pm - 5pm 
Saturday 14th December.................... 2pm - 5pm 
Sunday 15th December.......................2pm - 5pm 
Saturday 21st December.....................2pm - 5pm 
Sunday 22nd December……………....2pm - 5pm 
Christmas Eve...................................11am - 4pm 
 
Our Christmas Services are as follows… 
 
Sunday 8th December 10.30.a.m. 
Nativity All Age Service 
Sunday 22nd December 6.30.p.m. 
Carol Service 
Christmas Eve 4.00.p.m. 
Crib Service 
Christmas Day 10.00.a.m. 
All Age Worship 

In the New Year we will be holding our  
JOINT COVENANT SERVICE   
at Millhouses Methodist Church  
with Holy Trinity 
Sunday 19th January 10.30 a.m. 
The service will be led by Mr Andrew Maxfield and 
Holy Communion will be conducted by Rev’d  
Canon Peter Ingram. 
 
For full details of our other services and 

preachers please see our church noticeboard 

or website: 

www.millhousesmethodistchurch.org.uk. 

Richard Wilshaw 
 
I was appointed Lay 
Pastor (part-time) at 
Millhouses Methodist 
Church from 1st Septem-
ber 2019, initially for a 
period of one year. 

My wife, Janet and I have been married for 52 
years, have a married son, with three           
grandchildren, and a daughter, all living in the 
Sheffield area. 
 
Within my local church I have served as Sunday 
School teacher, Youth Club Leader, Boys’ Brigade 
Captain, Church Steward etc. 
In 1993 I was accredited as a Local Preacher in 
the Methodist Church. 
I have served as a Community Outreach Worker 
and Lay Pastor both to Woodseats and Mount 
View Methodists. 
 
The Methodist Church, along with other            
denominations, has recognised that many        
individuals, ‘hearing’ the call to serve’, do not feel 
called into ‘Ordained Ministry’. 
 
The Sheffield Circuit of the Methodist Church is 
celebrating ‘Holy Habits’. It was at a ‘Celebration’ 
of ‘Breaking the Bread’ that I felt the ‘call’ to offer 
myself again to serve and through conversations 
with the Circuit Staff and Millhouses Methodist 
Church, I was duly appointed. 
 
I look forward to working alongside MMC, and our 
friends at Holy Trinity and St John’s. 
 
Many Blessings to you all,  
Richard 

Page compiled by Glynis Smith 
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What ever gatherings, especially with family and friends, that we are part of over Christ-

mas, this interpretation, (source unknown), of the well known reading from 1 Corinthians: 

chapter 13, challenges the reader to give the gift of love, as God did on that first       

Christmas Day. 

 

 

If I decorate my house perfectly with ribbon bows, strands of twinkling lights and 
shiny balls, but do not show love to my family I’m just another decorator. 

If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of mince pies, preparing gourmet 
dishes and arranging a beautifully adorned table at mealtimes, but do not show 

love to my family I am just another cook. 
If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home, and give all that I can to 

charity, but do not show love to my family, I gain nothing. 
If I decorate the tree with shimmering angels and glistening snowflakes, attend a 
myriad of parties and sing the choir’s cantata, but do not focus on Christ, I have 

missed the point. 
 

Love stops the cooking to hug the child. 
Love sets aside decorating to kiss the partner. 

Love sets aside business to help with the laundry or dishes. 
Love is kind, though harried and tired. 

Love doesn’t envy another’s home that has coordinated Christmas china and    
table linen. 

Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of the way, but is thankful they are in the 
way. 

Love doesn’t give only to those who are able to give in return, but rejoices in 
giving to those who can’t. 

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things. 
Love never fails. 

 

I-pads will grow obsolete, computers will crash, e-mails will be deleted, games 
will break, toys will be trashed, ear-rings will be lost, clothes will go out of     

fashion, golf clubs will rust, decorations will be packed away, mince-pies will be 
eaten, snow will melt, memories may fade…                                                 

But giving the gift of love will endure for ever.     
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We offer everyone a warm welcome 
 to all our activities 

   Parish Centre Dobcroft Road                           
 Monday       6.45 pm     Cubs 
                      7.30 pm     Explorers  
 Thursday    7.00 pm     Scouts    
 

   Contacts:  Andrew Bullock 236 1049 
     Jeremy Holmes (Explorers)  236 5893 

Handbells 
Wednesdays 8.00 pm at St. John’s 
 Contact Margaret Ibbetson  236 4184 

New ringers warmly welcomed 

 

COFFEE MORNINGS 

 10.30 am  fortnightly in different 
homes 

See weekly pewsheet available in 
church and on the website. 

  Contact: Val Wiley  236  0726 

 

Easter Edition of  TRIO  

 

DEADLINE for articles  
 

Friday 7th February 2020 
 

Published 6th March 2020 
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Choir  Practices 
St. John’s 7.30pm Friday             

Holy Trinity 9.20am Sunday      
Contacts see p 2—Music Directors 

  Holy Trinity & St. John’s  
  are  Fair Trade Churches 

A stall is held regularly after the 10 am 
service in both churches 

Mon  4.30pm  Rainbows —St. John’s      249 4113 
Mon  5.30pm Brownies — St. John’s 07588 240224 
Tues 5.30pm Rainbows — H.T. Hall         235 0370                          

 

All the above info and MUCH MORE can be 
found on the Parish website 

 

www. amchurchsheffield.co.uk 
 

Information is also on the weekly pewsheet   -   
available at the back of both churches, which are 

open during the day until 4.0pm. 

 

PRAYER  MEETINGS—fortnightly 
34 Ranulph Court Thurs 10am     

Contact:  Gerrie Sturgeon 327 7748 
ANY prayer requests can be made to 281 9860 

St. John’s Snooker Club                         
welcomes new members, male or female,  beginners or        

experienced, any age or religion           
The club meets at back of the church hall 

(Abbeydale Road South)                                                 

on Mondays at 6.30pm  

Contact Michael Minns on 0114 274 7372 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Mondays fortnightly 2.30 pm            
at  705 Abbey Lane 

Contact: Bob Young 236 4382 

Carers and Toddlers Groups 
 
 

Wed 10.00am Tots 2  - H.T                                
Contact:  Pat Gregory  -  281 9860 
Thurs 10.00am Tots 1 -  HT                                   
Contact:  Pat Kirbyshaw  -  236 2643 
Frid   10.00am  Carers and Toddlers  - St. J’s 
Contact:  Jeanette Bailey  -  0780 3571 909  

Come and have a go at……. 
 

INDOOR Carpet BOWLS 
 

  Where?       St John’s Church Hall 

 

  When? Thursday afternoon 2—4pm 

 

Beginners welcome! 
 

Contact: Audrey Cutts  236 0613 

          Trefoil Guild 
 

Meets on the third Monday each month in 
the 94 Room at St. John’s at 7.30pm 
 

Contact: Pat Jackson  281 7557 

 
 
 

Meets on the third Wed in every month 

at 2.15pm  in the 94 Room at St. John’s 

Thursday Lunch Club - at St. John’s                            
for the elderly and lonely 

Contact Gerrie Sturgeon 327 7748 

if you know of anyone who would like to attend 

OR who could help! 




