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At this moment due to the Covid-19 restrictions, all places for services have to be    
pre-booked at the latest by midday on the Wednesday prior to the service, 

please contact: the Parish Office on 0114 249 0377  
               or email htmillhousesoffice@yahoo.co.uk 

 

All services could be subject to change  –  please visit the   
website: www.amchurchsheffield.co.uk 

Details of services currently planned for September and Octo-

ber are on p23, i.e. the inside back cover. 

Also, sadly, there are currently no plans to open other church premises for 

community use, as we are unable to guarantee being able to maintain the strict 

hygiene regulations between groups.  

mailto:htmillhousesoffice@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.amchurchsheffield.co.uk


From the vicarage….. 

Welcome to this slightly reduced edition of 

Trio. Unfortunately due to the circumstances 

at the time, we were unable to publish a 

summer magazine. I would like to say thank 

you to our advertisers, for their                    

understanding when we couldn’t publish and 

for their continued support.  

I write the day after we have returned to one 

of our two churches – Holy Trinity - for the 

first Sunday service since the lock down     

began. (The last Sunday services in both 

churches was 15th March). There was a lot of 

preparation needed to enable the service to 

take place, especially following the ever 

changing guidelines and protocols for us to 

adhere to. The hardest part was the            

realisation that the number of people   

attending was restricted, so a careful, social 

distancing seating plan had to be produced. I 

never thought I would see the day when  

people had to book to attend a church       

service! Details of future services for St 

John’s and Holy Trinity can be found on the 

inside of the back cover. We plan to hold 

Harvest services in both our churches,      

continuing with our regular appeal for the 

Cathedral Archer project, (see page 13). 

Over the last months we have been able, 

through the media of Zoom, to have a       

regular Sunday morning service and also 

Morning Prayer Monday to Friday, plus a   

Café Church month.   A newsletter has been     

produced, emailed out, and posted to those 

not having access to the internet. Recorded 

services were placed on the Parish website. It 

has been a learning curve for us all, a ‘new 

way’ of doing church! 

Love your 

neighbour 

Many people 

have talked 

about returning 

to ‘normal’, I often wonder what this normal 

will be, it would be good to think that the 

‘new normal’ would involve many of the ways 

that have developed during this lockdown 

period. What has struck me quite forcibly has 

been the new community spirit, neighbours 

who normally, often because of the busyness 

of lives, hardly communicate with each other, 

found themselves on their streets, together 

joining in the applause for our wonderful NHS 

workers. In spite of the social distancing rules 

and other guidelines there have been many 

acts of kindness, for example, the offers of 

shopping, collecting prescriptions, a phone 

call that made all the difference, (a call that 

could be the only human contact a person 

may have that day). Maybe some of this will 

now be firmly embedded in our future lives 

post Covid-19. 

Please visit our website: 

  www.amchurchsheffield.co.uk,  

to keep up to date with any changes that may 

be happening in your parish church 

Peter 

‘New’ church with social distancing!!!! 
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Using God’s gifts.. 
 

FLOWERS and 
CHURCH 

 

Flowers have always been a love of my life in 
various ways. At a very young age I enjoyed the 
school nature walks where we discovered and 
learned about the wild flowers in the fields and 
hedgerows and I was always very happy helping 
my father in our garden at home. 

We were lucky enough to have the front garden 
for looking at and also a cutting garden along-
side the fruit and vegetables at the back where   
flowers were grown to bring into the house. 

Over the years I only arranged flowers on a small 
scale for friends and family until I was asked to 
decorate the church for the wedding of my niece 
and again for the wedding of our son’s friend. 

This gave me the confidence to offer my help 
when St. John’s had a Flower Festival. Under the 
guidance of Don Smith and Mary Putsey, I 
played my part along with many others. As there 
was a lot of talent around on varying levels the 
whole event was a wonderful experience and 
there were many visitors who enjoyed the fruits 
of our labours. 

The feeling of camaraderie was tangible and this 
continues when we decorate our church for the 
annual festivals of the church calendar at Easter, 
Harvest and Christmas. During these times it is 
always enjoyable to work with other members 
of our congregation when we come together    
pooling and developing ideas. 

Throughout the remainder of the year, but apart 
from during Lent, we try to keep fresh flowers in 
church to enhance our services and the beauty 
of the building. 

We always arrange flowers over the ‘Book of  
Remembrance’ as a mark of respect to all those 
who have contributed to the life of St. John’s 
over the years. This is always a special              
arrangement to do and I try to incorporate a 
sprig of rosemary from the garden as a symbol 
of remembrance . 

Although it is enjoyable to work alongside other 
people I do find that when being on my own 
adds a different dimension. These times give  
moments of peaceful contemplation when I feel 
closer to God in the calm and quiet. 

While in church during the week someone may 
pop in for personal prayer, donate to the food 
bank or just to look around. I carry on working 
quietly. Sometimes they come to ask questions 
or to comment on how peaceful the church is 
and are grateful to find our building open. 

We are often told to use our talents for the glory 

of God and this is my offering using the flowers 

and foliage provided by our creator. 

Margaret Minns 

 

On Sunday 2nd August, on BBC    

Radio 4, Michael Morpurgo, the well 

known story writer, spoke about 

how he had been talking to the 

birds in his garden during        

lockdown. As a result he had     

written a very short, beautiful  

story, which he read. This story, 

and contributions from many    

other writers,  can be found online* 

in a ‘Book of Hopes’. The book will 

be published in hard-form by 

Bloomsbury in the  autumn, with 

all proceeds going to the NHS.  

* literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/ 

“Book of Hopes” 
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At our ‘All Age’ services, we try to   
present the Bible reading and talk in a             
child-friendly and interactive way, 
which has something for both the   
children and the adults. In July, our ‘All 
Age’ Zoom service was based on the 
“Parable of the Sower”. The reading 
was presented by Hannah, who made 
a video of herself reading the passage 
against a backdrop for the story, and 
she even acted parts of it out.  
 
It is a joy to see the imagination and    
creativity of our children and young    
people. 

 
The Parable of the Sower 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

“So many people wanted to see Jesus 
and hear what he had to say, that he 
had to sit in a boat and teach the    
people standing on the shore. He told 
them many things through parables. 
 
‘Listen!’ Jesus said. ‘A farmer went out 
to sow his seeds. As he scattered 
them, some of the seeds fell on the 
path and the birds came and ate them 
up. Other seeds fell onto rocky 
ground. At first they grew quickly, but 
when the sun came out they got all 
burnt up because they had no roots in 
the shallow soil.  

Hannah in front of her backdrop. 

‘What did I mean by the seed on the 
path being eaten up?’ he said. ‘Well, 
that’s like when the good things that 
God has planted in our hearts get 
snatched away by bad things. And 
the seed on the rocky path? That’s 
like when someone hears God’s word 
and loves it and is full of joy, but their 
enthusiasm disappears as soon as 
trouble comes their way. And the 
seed among thorns? Well, that’s like 
when someone hears God’s word but 
worry and greed take over. But the 
seed planted in good soil – ah, the 
seed in the good soil is like the     
person who hears God’s word, loves 
it and lives it, so it produces thirty, 
sixty, a hundred times more        
goodness in their lives.’” 
 

(story © Roots for Churches, 2020) 

During the talk we explored the idea 
that we are not just one type of soil – 
we can be all of them. And just like 
our gardens outside, maintaining 
good soil requires effort, so we need 
to be good gardeners.                      

      Conclud-
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When we hear God’s word – a       
message of love, kindness, generosity 
and justice – are we sometimes       

resistant to it? Allowing other     
messages to take its place? Are 
we quick to agree, but then slow 
to put it into real action? Do we 
hear the message, but then      
become distracted and           
overwhelmed by the worries and 
urgency of “real life”? Or do we 
allow ourselves to take it to heart, 
and put it into action, where it 
blesses not just ourselves, but all 
of those around us too? 
 
We ended by     
wondering how 
we can be good 
gardeners,        
removing          
obstacles,     
keeping worldly  
concerns under 
control and giving the seed the 
best chance of growing in our 
hearts, so that we can love and 
serve others, just like Jesus did.  
 
Philippa,  
Children & Families Worker  

The Yorkist Rose is engraved on the coffin of 

Richard 111, the last Yorkist king and the last to 

die leading his troops into battle. The White Rose 

of York has religious connotations as it represents 

the Virgin Mary, who is often called the Mystical 

Rose of Heaven. It is white in colour, because in 

Christian liturgical symbolism, white is the      

symbol of light, typifying innocence and purity, 

joy and glory. 

The white rose was the symbol of the Yorkist 

forces opposed to the House of Lancaster. The 

red rose of Lancaster was not used in the actual 

conflict. The Tudor Rose was introduced as Henry 

V11 symbolically united the two roses when he 

ended the conflict. White Rose Day, June 10th, 

was introduced by the Jacobites who took the 

White Rose of York as their emblem. June 10th 

being the anniversary of the birth of James 111 

and James V111. 

Yorkshire Day, August 1st, originated when, in 

1759, during the Battle of Minden in Prussia, 

Yorkshiremen of the 51st division, the                

predecessor to the King’s Own Yorkshire Light 

Infantry, plucked white roses from nearby bushes 

and stuck them in their coats as a tribute to their 

comrades who had died. 

Chris Beardsell 

 We fill up emptiness with 

noise, which leaves no room 

for something new and 

wonderful to grow .   

Pam Brown , 1928 

7 



8 



The idea of a friendship quilt 
came because Beth made a huge      
rainbow from our scrap bag and 
we thought it would be fun to 
do something positive as a          
community during the corona    
virus lockdown and create a    
banner for church with a       
rainbow colours theme.  

Friendship quilts were originally 
made in the US and given to 
brides or young men leaving 
home or families or church    
leaders moving on to remind 
them of their community.  
Sometimes they included       
signatures and   poems or  bible 
verses rather like an autograph 
book. There are other similar                 
community projects going on at 
the moment that look               
interesting  such as:  

https://
thequarantinequiltproject.org.uk 

We are grateful that so many 
members of our churches have 
contributed to the banner and 
we look forward to having it up 
soon. 

Helen McDonough 

Photos by Beth McDonough 

The rainbow is a universal     
symbol of hope, peace,        
covenant and inclusion and has 
helped people to focus on 
what and who matters most to 
them in this time of crisis.   
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Harvest time is a time of thanksgiving  -         

thanksgiving for those who produce and           

distribute our food, for example — thanksgiving 

for all we enjoy in this life, but remembering to 

do our best for those who have nothing and 

those in need. 

The Church of England has a great prayer of 

Thanksgiving which is used at many of the great 

occasions such as Harvest, when we want to 

thank God for all that is good in the world. In  

particular we give thanks for his love shown for 

us in his death on the cross and his raising from 

the dead — the Resurrection. I have copied a part 

of that prayer below. It has the cadence and    

resonance of the language of the King James   

Bible and was probably written by Thomas    

Cranmer. 

We give thee most humble and hearty thanks for 

all thy loving kindness to us and to all men.  We 

thank you for our creation, preservation and all the 

blessings of this life; but above all for thine         

inestimable love in the redemption of the world by 

our Lord Jesus Christ 

However, Sunday by Sunday, the church            

participates in another  great thanksgiving. This is 

the Eucharist, sometimes called Holy              

Communion. But the Eucharist is much, much 

more than an act and  prayer of thanksgiving it is, 

as St Paul puts it,  a participation in the death  

and resurrection of Jesus also. 

0ur  story begins on the night before Jesus’ Death 

at the hands of the Romans, and  with collusion 

from his peers.  Jesus gathers his closest friends 

around him for one last meal.  He has already 

told them that he will be killed very soon. We can 

only imagine what the atmosphere at the table 

was like. Jesus as the host for the meal takes the 

communal bread and breaks it for sharing but 

without expectation suddenly says to his friends: 

‘This is my body which is given for you’  and at the 

end of the meal taking the cup of blessing ‘This is 

my body given for you’. 

The exact words given in Matthew’s gospel are as 

follows: 

‘While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 

to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 

body.”  Then he took a cup, and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you.  This is my blood of the covenant, which 

is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sin”. 

St Paul in his letter to the church in Corinth       

reports  Jesus’ command in the following way:  

‘For I received from the Lord that which I also     

delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in 

which He was betrayed took bread; and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My 

body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of 

Me.” In the same way He took the cup also after 

supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My 

blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in              

remembrance of Me.” 

And so, Sunday by Sunday, God’s  church               

re-enacts this command, in a symbolic meal of  

bread and wine. ln this great act of thanksgiving 

we recount and remember what God in Christ did 

for each and every one of us through his death 

and resurrection. In particular we acknowledge 

the teaching of Jesus that  in our meal the bread 

is his body and the cup is his blood.   

Concluded on next page 
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The church of England’s definitive statement on 

the Eucharist remains as follows: 

Christ made by his one oblation of himself once 

offered... a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, 

oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole 

world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel 

command us to continue, a perpetual memory of 

his precious death, until his coming again... and 

the faithful, receiving these thy creatures of bread 

and wine, according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus 

Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his 

death and passion, are partakers of his most 

blessed Body and Blood. 

Since ‘Common Worship’ we share a Eucharistic 

prayer based on an actual script found in a       

Roman cave in AD 110. If I go into a church these 

days in a foreign country using their language, I 

find that I can follow the Eucharist quite easily. 

What is clear to me and to God’s church is that 

the Eucharist is  not just a memorial meal, but it is 

to be a real encounter with God in Christ himself. 

The argument over the centuries in God’s church 

has been the nature of this encounter. I prefer to 

regard it as a Holy Mystery.  

When Queen Elizbeth 1 was pressed by her   
stepsister Queen Mary to say what was the     
Mystery of the Eucharist , Elizabeth said this: 
 Christ was the word that spake it. 
 He took the bread and break it; 
 And what his words did make it 
 That  I believe and take it. 

The church of  England puts it like this, and this is 

the Doctrine of that Church:                                   

The action of the community gathered for the    

Eucharist must necessarily be related to the     

mystery the Eucharist commemorates. Whilst 

there can be no repetition of the once-offered   

sacrifice of Christ on the cross, the members of the 

Body of Christ continue, in the Eucharistic Prayer, 

to plead with confidence his sacrifice made once 

for all upon the cross, to offer through him, our 

great high priest, our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving, 

and to anticipate our welcome at the feast in heav-

en where all creation worships the Trinity. 

Perhaps I can finish with some more words from 

the General Thanksgiving: 

We beseech thee to give us that due sense of all thy 

mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly   

thankful and that we shew forth our praise not only 

with our lips but in our lives; by giving up our selves 

to thy service, and by walking before thee in       

holiness and righteousness all our days . 

Canon Ian Draffan 

Dore and Totley Station 

Some readers may have noticed the new bench 

and planter which has recently appeared at the 

entrance to the station.  These are the result of 

collaboration between the ‘Friends’ of the      

station and Abbeydale Rotary Club.  Both the  

seat and the bench were made during lockdown 

by Rotarian Phil Haywood and  the club  funded 

the materials and plants.  Members of the public 

have already been seen making use of the seat 

whilst waiting to be ‘picked up’! 

The photo shows Chris Morgan, chair of the  

‘Friends’, and Graham Taylor from Abbeydale       

Rotary. 
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 tearfund 

‘Copying Jesus where the 
need is greatest’ 

18 year old Beth McDonough, from Millhouses, 

and a team of several friends climbed the height 

of Kilimanjaro in seven days in June. She climbed 

her home staircase 304 times a day to achieve 

the height!! The group hoped to raise £1,000 for 

the ‘tearfund’ charity but by 5th July they had 

raised £2,605 and it’s still rising. ‘tearfund’ will 

use the money to provide 

families with sanitising 

products to protect them 

from coronavirus. This is 

part of tearfund’s “Climb” 

challenge which aims to 

support some of the    

poorest communities across the globe which are 

not equipped to deal with pandemics. One such 

example is Rohingya “Cox’s Bazaar” in           

Bangladesh, the world’s largest refugee camp. 

Here, people live in cramped conditions with  

limited hand washing facilities. The team’s  fund-

raising web page is still be open, the link is:   

  Justgiving.com/fundraising/

alicestheclimb   

   Alice was Beth’s team leader 

Harvest — the time for 

giving thanks for God’s       

generosity to us and an        

opportunity to give to others in 

return……. so 

as usual we will be       

supporting the               

Cathedral   

Archer     

Project       

which has been helping the   

homeless and vulnerable in  

Sheffield for over 25 years,  but 

sadly they have had to put this 

statement on their website.. 
 

‘We ask that if you wish to donate in 

kind you hold on to your donations for 

the time being as due to the fire on May 

14th we have very limited storage 

space.’  

Hopefully by the beginning of         

October storage will have improved 

and Harvest gifts in kind will be   

accepted.  If not they can go to the 

local Grace Foodbank.  Details  will be 

on the church website nearer the time. 

Monetary donations can be made to 

the Archer 

Project      

either by  

donating 

through the 

church or 

going onto 

their      

website: 

www.archerproject.org.uk/
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Giving your time…….  We are seeking 

help from anyone who receives  TRIO through their 

letter-box!   In order to maintain delivering our free 

magazine to over 4500 premises, we rely totally on 

volunteer deliverers. However as the years go by 

many are getting older and less physically able with 

some reluctantly having to give up.   We would be 

VERY grateful for any offers to help .  We only ask folk 

to deliver in their own area and the number of      

magazines varies from 20 to 100, depending on what 

folk are prepared to do….  it is only four times a 

year!!   Contact: the editor—details on p2 



 

                       Greetings to all in our community. We are delighted that our lay pastor, Richard 

Wilshaw, will be continuing with us for the next year. Please see his pastoral letter (below) and 

watch our noticeboards and website for information about our church re-opening, which we hope 

can happen soon after TRIO is published. 

Pastoral letter from  RICHARD WILSHAW,   
                  METHODIST LAY PASTOR 

 
What a year this has been! To many of us it has 
been a year that has generated many mixed    
feelings and, not surprisingly, many of us are  
wondering “when will we get back to normal?” but 
what is ‘normal’? 
 
At the time of writing (July 27th) I’m looking out of 
our back bedroom window, after a day of          
horrendous rain, at what could well turn out to be a 
glorious sunset, with the promise, according to the 
weather forecast, of better weather to come. 
 
The promise of better things to come. 
 
Way back in March when ‘lockdown’ started it was, 
possibly, not easy to focus on the future, we were 
too busy focussing on the ‘here and now’, there 
were many questions which remained unanswered 
but in our own way we carried on with life. 
 
But ‘lockdown’ created a new ‘normal’ during 
which we were given the chance to appreciate 
many facets of life that were just ‘brushed over’ in 
the past. 
 
I don’t know about you, but for Janet and myself 
we were able to sit outside and listen. There were 
many sounds which had always been around us 
that we had never heard because of the traffic 
noise. We looked at the garden and saw flowers 
and weeds we had not noticed before (it still needs 
tidying but we’re getting there!). 
 
Flowers, in all their wonderful colours, are only a 
part of our natural world and if we look at our    
natural world we realise that in spite of the       
pandemic and ‘lockdown’ the natural world has 
taken its seasonal journey and we’re fast          
approaching Harvest, when we celebrate the 
abundance of creation, not just in the crops that 
are gathered in, but also in the abundance of the 
‘hedgerows’ and in the words of a very familiar 
harvest hymn, ‘all good gifts around us are sent 
from heaven above, so thank the Lord for all his 
love’ 
 
Although the natural world has taken its seasonal 
journey we are faced with changes which will    
affect our lives, none more so than in the life of the 
church. 
 
The Church Leadership Team are now meeting on 
a regular basis to look at re-opening the church. 

 
sometime in early September but first a risk          
assessment has to be carried out to comply with   
social distancing. 
 
Following the guidelines which are already in place, 
worship and fellowship as we understand it will have 
to change. This of course will not be easy but my 
prayer is that, just as we have had to change our 
‘ordinary’ lives, we will have to change and adjust 
our ‘church’ lives. 
 
I leave you with this prayer from the Methodist 
Church Prayer Handbook. 
 
“Loving Lord, give us courage to reach out in new 
ways with the good news of your love. As we travel 
in new directions, help us to be always alert to the 
promise of your Spirit, always aware of your        
presence and open to the needs of those we        
encounter on the way. As we seek to be witnesses 
to your love, help us to be a blessing to all those that 
we meet on our journeying. Amen.” 
{Richard Hall, Isle of Man District Chair} 
 
We continue in hope and trust in God that, just as he 
provides in the seasons, he will provide for us in our 
future life together in worship and fellowship. 
 
Remember in your prayers the work of the Church 
Leadership Team as we prepare for that future     
together. 
 
I hold you all in my prayers and will continue to     
support you as best I can, with every blessing to you 
all, 
 
Richard. 

Display from a     

harvest at Millhouses 

Methodist Church. 

 
Margaret Maxfield, 
one of our church 

members, who   
recently celebrated 
her 90th birthday, 

has written, on the 
following page, 

about her love of 
flowers.  
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‘Thoughts on FLOWERS over a 

long life’  from Margaret Maxfield 

 

From my earliest memories I have loved flowers - for 

the first 22 years of my life I lived in the bottom house 

of four terraced Victorian houses, but unlike most   

terraces, we had really long gardens stretching from 

the back of the house to a lane leading to a small-

holding and bordered by a stone wall which was     

superb to climb and watch what was happening 

around. 

 

Our garden was split by the passage leading from the 

road, so from the house it was a small formal garden 

with lawn and flower borders, then the passage, then 

the iris garden, beautiful when the flowers arrived, but 

rather bedraggled for the rest of the year. 

 

Then there was grandad’s greenhouse which was full 

of geraniums in the spring and summer and then 

chrysanthemums in the winter.  After that there was a 

dahlia garden with all different kinds of dahlias - all 

sizes down from six feet to a few inches - the colours 

were amazing, BUT I was very wary of the earwigs in 

the blooms.  After that there was our play area, again 

surrounded by flower borders and with a small   

wooden hut where we could play happy                

families.  When my dad built the Anderson Shelter 

there just before War started, he laid earth on top and 

planted flowers, so we even had a roof garden! 

 

The two middle houses shared long uninterrupted 

lawns divided by a private edge down the middle and 

edged with flower borders and the top house had a 

long lawn bordered by flowers. 

 

Our house was also covered with virginia creeper 

which was lovely in green in the spring but then  

spectacular in its reds, oranges and yellows in the 

summer and autumn - but it did harbour spiders. 

 

In those days Methodist Churches did not have much 

decoration, though we did have flowers at the front of 

Church on Sundays. 

 

When Grandad died just after the Blitz, he was buried 

in Gleadless Road Anglican Church Cemetery and 

after Sunday School in the morning, my friend and I 

would pick a few flowers from the garden and take 

them to his grave.  We were ten years old and I loved 

to go round reading what was on the graves and  

looking at the lovely flowers.  

 

I knew that if I died my parents would not be able to 

afford one of those lovely angels over my grave, but I 

did hope that they would manage one of those domes 

with artificial flowers in!!!     

I must admit that I have always liked the flowers in 

their natural form rather that in some of the flower   

arrangements done by the professionals, though I 

have  enjoyed many Flower Festivals in churches, 

where some spectacular arrangements have          

described a particular part of the Bible or some       

religious text.   I am always amazed at the imagination 

and skill poured into these arrangements by the 

“amateurs” amongst us.  

 

To start the year with the snowdrops peeping through 

after a rotten winter and wonder how they manage to 

look so very delicate but really be so tough is just  

wonderful. These are followed by the daffodils and 

narcissi, the tulips in all their many colours and the 

shrubs beginning to sprout. 

 

Then the plethora of summer flowers from the dainty 

wee daisy to the magnificent roses, and  on to autumn 

and winter - something I now dread, but it is lightened 

with the beautiful different flowers, those out at harvest 

time followed by the holly and colourful berries of   

winter. 

 

How lucky we are to live in this country which has 

such a variety of colour throughout the year - the    

gardens here have made this latest pandemic        

bearable - the views from my window and the different 

plots of garden if I venture out for exercise lift my   

spirits and let me thank God for all his tender care of 

us all. 

Photos also from 

Margaret  
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On our road (in Millhouses/Ecclesall area), there is 

an annual sunflower competition that started 

three years ago. Ian very kindly grows about 100          

seedlings. He is currently using this as an excuse to get a bigger     

greenhouse! 

The competition is quite varied from the ones that get slugged within 

the first few hours, though people are getting much more wily about 

this now, eg: placing a tray of water with the pot balanced on bricks 

above the moat - clever idea Jean - to   

absolute monster sunflowers. Some have 

even had to resort to tying them up 

against the drain pipe as their canes are 

not long enough! 

There has been talk of sabotage and    

sunflower envy but all very tongue in 

cheek. It is always a joy to see house-

holds that had previously not fared well 

to    having very credible sunflowers. 

There is a frisson of excitement as we go 

round taking measurements. There are quite a few categories, for       

example tallest plant, largest flower, largest number of flowers on a 

stem and we can always add on some ad-hoc ones as we go along, for 

example the wonkiest, funniest shape, the smallest. Everyone in some 

way is a winner even in failure - the 

quickest to kill a sunflower(!) - I won't       

mention names but they know who 

they are! 

We don't measure on a specific date 

but try to measure each one at their 

peak of perfection.   It's great to have 

something that the whole road can 

participate in and at this time where 

we have to be socially distant hopefully the sunflowers bring a smile 

to those who see them. As my neighbour said they are such happy 

looking flowers. 

Text and     

photos from        

Rebecca 

Turner 

This plant 

boasts 26 

flowers!! 
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Lockdown gave many of us the opportunity 
to read more and I was recommended 

‘SAPPER MARTIN’ * 

Edited and introduced by Richard van Emden 

As another Remembrance season approaches, 
this book gives a glimpse of the reality of life 
at the front during the First World War. It 
also made me think about the current Covid 
situation and how human instincts come to the 
fore in times of stress and crisis.  
 

Written in a clear, elegant, often humorous 
style, Jack Martin’s diary reveals the reality 
of war — the ever present fear of death, the 
loneliness, and the appalling conditions in 
which men lived and died.  It also tells of the 
support and loyalty of friends and the joy of 
receiving letters and food parcels from loved 
ones at home.  

 

Through it all Jack maintains an extraordinary 
humanity and tranquility of spirit, underpinned 
by a wry sense of humour. The editor, a WW1 
historian who has interviewed nearly 300 war 
veterans, intersperses Jack’s diary with 
thought provoking commentaries,  to quote, 
p228: 
 

“We are not the individuals that walked and 
talked and went about our lawful occasions in 
peacetime. Those persons have faded out of 
existence—we have reverted almost to savage 
state. The thin veneer of civilisation has been 
washed away leaving revealed primitive human 
instincts that at one time we would scarcely 
have acknowledged. I am certain that man is 
much nearer savage than is generally           
admitted. Brought up in the ease, comfort and 
conventions of a civilised State we accept the 
veneer for the substance. But now we are up 
against the stark realities of existence. We 
have experienced real hunger, real fatigue and 
real horror, and we begin to appreciate the 
full meaning of ‘the struggle for existence’ and  
‘the survival of the fittest’. ……... 

….There is a spirit of loyalty and brotherhood 
animating the troops that approaches nobility. 
A man is measured by his acts and if a man 
shirks his duty or leaves a comrade in the 
lurch, he is ostracised.  He is no longer a man 
— he is beyond the pale.  Such men are  rare.       
I can only remember two — one was an         
arrogant coward, the other a massive bully who 
to save himself strangled a German with his 
hands but left his own wounded comrade to die 
without even a sip of water.  
 

On the other hand the spirit of loyalty is 
amazing. It makes one feel proud to be        
associated with men who, coming from all    
stations of life, are banded together in a   
common brotherhood — a brotherhood of the 
blood —  something infinitely more potent and 
sincere than can be imagined by armchair    
philosophers and theorists.”            

Pat Jackson 
 

*ISBN 978 1 4088 0267 0 Bloomsbury 2009 

From “STATIONERS’ NEWS” re Lockdown. 

Letter from the Lord Mayor of London to       

Stationers’ Company 1625 

“Whereas there is a vaine and rioutous      

Custome of late taken up of meeting of 

Coutrye men of several shires and counties of 

this Realme at   halles and taverns within the 

Cittye, which meetings doe occasion much 

vaine expense of  money, and many times by  

men that can hardly spare the same,, for  

prevention of which said meetings …(we)   

require you that you forebeare hereafter,  

especially in these times of God’s  visitations 

with the contagious sickness of the plague, 

to  permit and suffer your Companye’s Hall to 

be let out or used for any such meeting. 

Whereof I require youn not to faile this 10th 

day of June 1625,,   

From Brian Cranwell 
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The rose as a symbol of resistance and charity 

White Rose 

This German group was a non-violent, intel-

lectual resistance group in the Third Reich 

led by a group of students. They conducted 

an anonymous leaflet and graffiti campaign 

that called for active  opposition to the Nazi 

regime. 

Their activities started in Munich on 27 June 

1942 and ended with arrest of their leaders, 

Hans and Sophie Scholl and Christoph 

Probst by the Gestapo on 18 February 1943. 

They were executed four days after their   

arrest with no opportunity to speak in their 

defence. 

The group were all students at Munich     

University and were motivated by ethical, 

moral and religious considerations. They 

read St. Augustine of Hippo’s Confessions 

and read sermons by John Henry Newman. 

In particular they  related to Newman’s     

sermon On the Testimony of Conscience: 

‘”We know by whom we are  created, and 

that we stand in a relationship of moral      

obligation to our creator.  Conscience gives 

us the capacity to distinguish between good 

and evil”.  

Today we are struggling with memorials to 

past events, but the White Rose Group is  

rightly commemorated in several ways in 

Munich, including naming streets after the 

leading members.   

 

Alexandra Rose 

 Monument to the 

“Weisse Rose” in 

front of Ludvig 

Maximiian        

University of     

Munich. 

Queen Alexandra with a bouquet 

The arrival in London of Princess Alexandra, 

from Denmark, for her marriage to the Prince 

of Wales (later King Edward VII) in 1863 was 

a never-to-be-forgotten public occasion. This 

was attributed to her iconic beauty, the great 

increase in rail  travel and the development 

of photography  which had made pictures of 

the Princess available  for  sale prior to her 

arrival. 

Queen Alexandra developed an interest in a 

number of charities but on the 50th             

anniversary of her arrival she wanted to mark 

the occasion  by benefitting the sick and 

needy. The day would be called Alexandra 

Rose Day and silk roses  sold. The initial 

event in 1912 raised a staggering £32,000, 

the equivalent of £2 million. The funds  were 

of great benefit to hospitals in London and by 

1920 over £775,000 had been raised. 

The day has somewhat recededed in our 

memories but the Alexandra Rose Charities 

are still  tackling poverty in London by       

distributing food. 

Queen Alexandra’s high regard and public 

acclaim is commemorated in many place 

names, in particular in the naming  of the 

people’s palace of North London, Alexandra 

Palace. Affectionately known as ‘Ally-Pally’,  

it was the site of the first ever television 

broadcast in 1936 and now hosts many   

public events in the great hall.  

I sold silk roses on Alexandra Rose Day 

when I lived in London! 

            David Crosby 
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In pain? 

Are you suffering 

from: 

Headaches 

Lower back pain 

Neck pain 

Sciatica 

Scoliosis 

Numbness 

Tingling 

We can help 

We are at the corner of Whirlowdale Road and  

Abbeydale Road South,  tel: 0014 262 1999 

info@chirofirst.co.uk 



And finally, thoughts on what we can 

learn from the pandemic…. 

Growth through Adversity 

From the Revd. Brian Cranwell 

There have seldom been occasions in history when 
disaster has struck when these have not also been 
times that have changed behaviour, attitudes, or    
beliefs, often for the better. As a purely light    
hearted example in walking on the streets or in a 
park during the lockdown it was noticeable that 
complete strangers would smile and nod in a way 
that used to be more common when I first came to 
Sheffield in 1972. It’s as if they are signalling ”we’re 
all in the same boat”. Another more (literally) 
grounded example is the way so many people tell 
me they have started growing their own vegetables 
again, as I have done to a small extent in my own 
conservatory. 
 
But an example from Jewish history leads me to     
believe that the church may well find itself having to 
change certain practices that affect our liturgies and 
worship, and this may not be the disaster we might 
first of all think it is. The Roman Catholic Journal The 
Tablet for example reports that more people are 
attending Mass on line via facilities like Zoom than 
normally would attend in church. There are no such 
conclusions so far reported that I have heard of 
from the Protestant churches but the effect of such 
worship could bring about the same effect that it 
had on the Jewish faith when the Romans destroyed 
the Second Temple in Jerusalem in AD 70. Up until 
that time their faith had depended on the priestly 
cast and The Temple. Many Jews thought this     
abolition of both would spell the end of their faith. 
 
During the years that followed, however, the Rabbis 
developed a religious system in which the Temple 
was replaced by the synagogue and the family 
home, and the priesthood by two structures: the 
rabbi and the parent. Worship in the home is not a 
perfunctory “grace before meals” or “Hush,      
Christopher Robin is saying his prayers” but an    
essential component of Jewish worship without 
which the prayers in the synagogue are not        
complete. The Sabbath became a “Temple in Time” 
The most sacred sacrament of their faith, the    
Passover meal, is not performed in the synagogue 
but in the home with the lead being taken by the 
youngest present asking the question “Why are we 
here?” for which there are liturgical answers. 

The result is that the home itself is seen as a holy 
place, and it seems to me that one of the results of 
the practice that we have adopted of Zoom         
gatherings in our own homes is to give our homes 
more sense of being holy places. For years we have 
tried to take in  the fact that “The Church” is not the 
stone building we meet in to worship but the whole 
community of Jesus Christ. Being “pushed” into 
putting this into practice by family worship in our 
own home, while knowing  we are joining with    
others doing the same thing because we can see 
them, may help to reinforce this. It would be in a 
more profound way that words alone will never 
achieve.  
 
This would, I believe, also be enhanced if we could 
finds a way to participate rather than just watch,   
perhaps for example breaking bread ourselves as 
the priest breaks bread. We would be doing what  
the disciples did after leaving the Temple as          
described in the Book of The Acts “breaking  bread 
at home and eating  with glad and joyful hearts” 
Acts 2:46. The above does not mean of course that I 
would want to see the end of gatherings in church 
when it becomes possible. 

 
Another advantage is seeing youngsters taking part 
in the liturgy as equal members with adults. One 
feature I have noticed in many churches over the 
years is how many youngsters who have been choir 
members  continue to attend worship as adults  
compared with those who attended Sunday School. I 
have frequently wondered whether  this is because 
they grew up being treated as equal members of the 
choir with the adult members, and also grew to love 
the liturgies they came to learn by heart. This does 
not mean they should not also receive some         
education about the faith and the bible. 
 
One or two BBC programmes recently have tried to 
highlight benefits that have come about                 
unexpectedly from the corona virus. Do you have 
any to share? Contributions to the editor please!   

 
(email address p.2) 
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September     

October 

November 

At this moment due to the Covid-19 restrictions, all places for services have to be           
pre-booked at the latest by midday on the Wednesday prior to the service,                

please contact:  
the Parish Office on 0114 249 0377 / or email htmillhousesoffice@yahoo.co.uk 

 

All services could be subject to change  –  please visit the website: 

 
   6th  Thirteenth after Trinity 
 

 
10.00am Holy Communion 

 
Holy Trinity 

 
13th   Fourteenth after Trinity 
 

 
10.00am Holy Communion 

 
St John’s 

 
20th   Fifteenth after Trinity 
 

 
10.00am Holy Communion 

 
Holy Trinity 

 
27th   Sixteenth after Trinity 
 

 
10.00am Holy Communion 

 
St John’s 

 

  4th   Harvest Festival                                                 

         Seventeenth after Trinity 
 

 
10.00am Holy Communion 

 
Holy Trinity 

 

11th   Harvest Festival                                           

         Eighteenth after Trinity 
 

 
10.00am Holy Communion 

 
St John’s 

 
18th   Luke the Evangelist                                       
 

 
10.00am Holy Communion 

 
Holy Trinity 

 
25th   Last Sunday after Trinity 
 

 
10.00am Holy Communion 

 
St John’s 

 
   1st   All Saints Day 
 

 
10.00am Holy Communion 

 
Holy Trinity 

mailto:htmillhousesoffice@yahoo.co.uk
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