
Transfiguration Sunday 14 February 2021  
10 am from St. John’s 
 
Readings: [2 Kings 2.1-12]; 2 Corinthians 4.3-6; Mark 9.2-9 
 
An interesting by-product of the Covid pandemic is that it 
caused many people to be more aware of their facial 
appearance – on Zoom meetings and by wearing masks. 
Then there was the internet sensation this week of the US 
attorney who accidentally appeared as a cat! In this case, 
appearance really did matter – who would take his words 
seriously while appearing as a white cat? 
We know from our experience of using Zoom in church 
that when we can see each other’s faces, it makes us feel 
more connected even though we can’t be physically in 
the same building. And seeing someone’s face improves 
communication. 
 
In our Gospel reading today, Jesus’ appearance changed 
while on the mountain with the disciples, Peter, James 
and John – known as the ‘transfiguration’. Google 
dictionary defines it as “a complete change of form or 
appearance into a more beautiful or spiritual state”. 
As the disciples watched, terrified, Jesus spoke to Moses 
and Elijah. Then a cloud overshadowed them all and they 

heard the voice of God – “This is my Son, the Beloved; 
listen to him!”  
Similar words were said to Jesus baptism at the start of 
his ministry, as written in Mark Chapter 1 – “You are my 
son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased”. 
Here, the disciples are given a command – Listen to him!  
 
This parallels another mountainside experience where 
God gives commands. In Exodus Chapter 34, Moses 
spends forty days and nights speaking with God and 
eventually returns with the commandments, written for a 
second time. And his face is shining.  
 
These dramatic changes in appearance seem to occur at 
holy moments, when God is speaking. Important 
moments. The fact that Jesus was seen speaking with 
Moses and Elijah links the events to the Jewish scriptures 
and points to a much bigger picture of eternal 
significance; of historic and life-changing proportions. 
In both of these cases – Moses on the mountain and Jesus 
with the disciples at the transfiguration, God longs to 
communicate with his people. In Exodus, he implores 
them to follow his commandments – not to be 
authoritarian but to give guidance for living in love, as 
God loves us. We all know how that turned out, and here 



he is again with the same message but a different and 
divine messenger. Listen to him! 
 
What does this mean? – This is my Son, the Beloved: 
listen to him! 
 
This event recorded in Chapter 9 of Mark’s gospel 
happens right in the middle of the gospel, between Jesus’ 
baptism described in Chapter 1 and his resurrection 
described in Chapter 16. 
Immediately prior to today’s reading, Jesus has spoken to 
the disciples about his death and resurrection, and he 
repeats it two more times soon after. So, if the disciples 
had not registered it the first time, they have now been 
told by God ‘Listen to Jesus’. This is a message which God 
is imploring the disciples to hear, because it is of central 
importance to Jesus ministry and to their ongoing 
ministry as witnesses following Jesus ascension. 
 
‘Listen to him’ could also apply to the teaching of Jesus 
about the love of God. In his life he was a model for the 
disciples of the love and forgiveness of God for all of us. 
He showed them how to relate to others in love. As 2 
Corinthians 4.4 says, Christ is the image of God; he is 
God’s face, even though we cannot see him directly.  So, 
Jesus is a pattern for us now, his current disciples, living 

today in this place as the body of Christ. And I believe we 
see the face of Jesus in the love people are showing to 
each other in acts of kindness during the Covid pandemic. 
 
How is it possible for us to listen to Jesus now that we 
cannot see his face? I suggest in reading the Bible; prayer 
and silence – and this can be while out walking or simply 
sitting quietly with a cup of tea in God ‘s presence; and in 
the words we hear week by week in the liturgy, in our 
services. 
 

• We have the Old Testament, telling us of God’s 
longsuffering, merciful love for his often-rebellious 
children.  

• We have the New Testament, telling us of the life 
of Jesus as divine messenger and human being, 
understanding our humanity with compassion, 
showing us God’s love and forgiveness, and 
showing by his death and resurrection that there is 
the hope of eternal life.  

• We have the epistles, such as our reading from 2 
Corinthians, assuring us that God will help us by 
shining a light in our hearts “to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ”. 

 



On Ash Wednesday, we will begin again the retelling of 
Jesus life, death and resurrection as we journey together 
through Lent, Holy Week and Easter. Usually, at an Ash 
Wednesday communion service we would have our 
foreheads marked with the sign of the cross in ash to 
signify that we are all dust and will return to dust, but 
with our sins forgiven we can receive eternal life – a 
visible mark on our faces. For the same reason, the mark 
of the cross is usually made in oil at baptisms.  
These are symbolic acts, and even though we cannot 
physically do them this year because of Covid restrictions, 
the what they symbolise is still true. 
 
During this Lent, may we ask ourselves the question: 
 
What does it mean for me to listen to Jesus’, to see his 
face, that I may see the glory of God? 
 
AMEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


