
SERMON  Sunday 30 August 2020.    Readings: Romans 12.9-end; Matthew 16.21-end 
 
When my husband Peter slipped on the stairs, my 3-year-old grandson gave his grandfather 
a stern telling off for not being careful. His mother cringed at the thought that he was 
probably copying his parents’ reaction when he does something silly and hurts himself. 
More on this later … 
 
In our gospel reading today, Jesus is speaking to Peter and the other disciples following the 
conversation in last Sunday’s reading about who people say Jesus is, when Peter says, ‘You 
are the Messiah’ (the Christ), meaning the Son of God, the anointed one. In today’s follow-
on conversation, Jesus now explains, for the first time, that he must suffer at the hands of 
the Jewish officials, be crucified and rise again. This is important information which Jesus 
wants the disciples to understand, so they have no misconceptions about what will happen 
in the near future; it is something none of them would be expecting. Matthew spends the 
rest of the Gospel spelling this out. 
 
The rest of the Gospel reading, and the reading from Romans, give guidance for how to live 
– in community as Christians and in the wider world, and as individuals. In the Gospel of 
Matthew, Jesus says, ‘Follow me’. So, we are asked to pattern our behaviour on the model 
given by Jesus, with his ethical and moral standards. In the Romans reading, Paul gives more 
detail in a list of exhortations, beginning with the overview - ‘Let love be genuine’, literally, 
‘let love be unhypocritical’. 
 
Overall, this guidance can be summed up in the single great commandment – to “love your 
neighbour as yourself” (Matthew 13.9) … and in so doing, we are loving as God loves us. 
 
The more personal guidance comes in Jesus’ call for us to deny ourselves, take up our cross 
and follow him. We are called to sacrifice our lives as Jesus did, in obedience to another will, 
as He did in the garden of Gethsemane, when he prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this 
cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want” (Matthew26.39). 
 
What does it mean to take up OUR cross? I suggest it means hearing God’s calling on our 
lives and following it. We are all given different gifts, by the grace of God, so each person’s 
calling will be unique. Catherine of Siena said, ‘Be the person you were created to be, and 
you will set the world on fire’. In order to hear God’s call, we need to listen. This is the true 
meaning of obedience – listening to God’s call. An old testament example of this is in the 
first book of Samuel – 1 Samuel 3.1-10. Eli advises Samuel, when he next hears God calling 
him, to say, ‘Speak Lord, for your servant is listening’ (v.10). I suggest that, in the church 
now, the ministry of spiritual accompaniment helps facilitate others to listen to God. And 
God longs for us to listen, for our own good because He loves us so much. 
 
Probably this is why my grandson was so stern in his telling off of his grandfather. He was 
mimicking the frustration that any caring parent feels when their children do not listen to 
their loving advice and guidance to keep themselves safe. 
 
PRAYER. So, let us pray for the grace to hear God’s calling on our lives, which may come 
from personal prayer, conversations with others, or reading the Bible.                    AMEN 


