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We are now in the season in the Church Calendar called ‘All Saints to Advent’. The long 
period of ‘ordinary time’ has ended and we are in that in-between time before Advent 
begins on 28th November. This is a time of remembrance – of those who died during the 
world wars and more recent conflicts, but also of those dear to us who have died in years 
past or more recently; a time to be reminded that they are now at rest in the presence of 
God; a time to ask for “grace so to follow their faith and good examples that we may share 
in their joy, and at last be numbered with your saints in glory everlasting” as the prayer 
goes. 
 
There is still time to add names to the list for the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 
service, which will take place at St. John’s at 3.30 pm on Sunday 7th November. Lists can be 
found at the back of each church. 
 
The first part of our All-Age Communion service next Sunday, 7th November, will be led by a 
team of lay members of the congregation, so we look forward to that. 
We look forward to Bishop Pete preaching and presiding at St. John’s at 10 am on Sunday 
14th November – Remembrance Sunday. There will also be a 10 am Remembrance service at 
Holy Trinity on the same day. And a reminder of the invitation from Millhouses Methodist 
church to join in their Remembrance Day service which will at 10.45 am on Thursday 11th 
November and incorporate two minutes’ silence at 11 am. 
Jane Foster from the Children’s Society will be speaking at our 10 am service on Sunday 21 
November at Holy Trinity. 
 
The next PCC meeting will take place on Tuesday 16th November and will include updates on 
the Interregnum process, the plans for reordering St. John’s, and a budget forecast. Much of 
what goes on in the life of the church is done by the work of various PCC subcommittees 
and we are grateful for the large amount of work done by these groups, all contributing to 
our stated vision of ‘Loving God, Valuing People and Caring for His World’. 
 
The Advent Course, Travelling Light, will take place on four Wednesday evenings on Zoom, 
beginning 1 December. No need to sign up, but please contact Angie Lauener if you are 
interested but cannot access Zoom. Phone – 236 2188 or email – angielauener@me.com 
Finally, some news about Christmas is Coming: 
 
'CHRISTMAS IS COMING' 
 27 NOVEMBER 2021 10.00am - 2.00pm 
 
The event has been planned to celebrate opening up the Church, but with Covid safety in mind. 
 
All activities will take place in Holy Trinity Church including light refreshments and children's activity. 
Gifts for the Cakes and Produce, New Gifts and Craft stalls and the Raffle are requested and can be left in 
Church. 
Volunteers will be welcome. Come and enjoy our first community event of this year.  
 
David and Gail  

 
With warm wishes, Angie 



Sermon by Rev’d Chris Stebbing 

 

Title: Christ the Great High Priest - Priesthood of all believers St John’s 

Abbeydale 2021-10-24 

Readings: Heb 4v12-16 & Heb 7:23-28 

 

We have many special dates in our Church calendar, but can anyone tell me what 

the 9th of September has been designated as?  „International Buy a Priest a Beer‟ 

day?! I had a lovely surprise when I visited one of my Churches around then and 

was given a bottle of beer!  

 

What does a Priest do? What things do you expect your new priest to do in this 

Church which only he or she is allowed to do? [Ask children / congregation] 

 

A Priest is someone who performs a specific function on behalf of the people.  

 

Since the times of the early Church the Church has taught that Priestly ministry 

includes interceding for the people before God – praying for them. It also includes 

making an offering to God, for example offering our monetary gifts or offering bread 

(and wine!), on behalf of the people. A priest also acts as an agent through whom 

God works with his people, for example, pronouncing God‟s forgiveness of sins, 

giving God‟s blessing and consecrating the bread & wine at Communion. These 

things are termed „priestly ministry‟. I suspect that Priests have often done a lot more 

things beside all these, but these are what are termed their Priestly ministry.  

 

In the old Testament priests came from the tribe of Levi among the Israelites, and 

they would perform certain tasks on behalf of the people, in particular, they would 

offer worship and sacrifices to God for the people of Israel. They would thereby 

make atonement for the sins of the people – they made amends for the wrong that 

the people had done in God‟s sight. They performed a function on behalf of the 

people. 

 

Just one person was chosen each year from among the priests to be the high priest, 

the one priest who was ordained as the representative of the people, who would go 

into the temple of God to make atonement for the sins the nation had committed. In 

the inner sanctum of the temple, the Holy of Holies, as it was called, the high priest 

would come into the powerful presence of God Almighty. There he would offer a 

sacrifice and he would say prayers for the people. He would intercede for them, 

asking for God‟s forgiveness for the people, for a restoration of fellowship with God, 

and for future blessings. Based on this offering and prayer God would forgive all the 

people their sins and re-instate their relation to himself as “his people, the people of 

God.” 

 



So the priests would make offerings on behalf of the people to God, and they would 

also do works on God‟s behalf, for example, the anointing of kings to rule over Israel. 

They ensured that the Temple was properly maintained. Is there anybody here who 

makes sure that this Church is properly maintained – doing repair work or keeping it 

clean and tidy? If so, you can say that you have been doing a priestly calling!  

 

One of the names given to Jesus in the Bible is Christ the Great High Priest – a 

name used most here in the book of Hebrews. 

 

Throughout Jewish history there had always been a high priest who would enter the 

holy of holies each year to make atonement for the people of Israel.  

 

But in Jesus we have something unique. We have something that the Jews never 

had. We have a GREAT high priest. Talking of Jesus, v 26 says „Such a high priest 

truly meets our need – one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, 

exalted above the heavens.‟ 

 

There are two things that make Jesus great that Hebrews highlights. 

 

1. He is a great high priest because He has passed into heaven. (Ch4 v 14) 

 

The high priest of the Jews passed through the veils into the inner part of the Temple 

once each year to come into the close presence of God. But Jesus our high priest 

has gone much further. Our high priest has passed through into heaven itself into the 

full presence of God. As exalted as the position of the high priest of Jerusalem was 

considered to be, the position of Jesus Christ is much higher. 

 

2. Jesus is a great high priest because He is the Son of God. 

 

This is the title that is given to Jesus. He is the Son of God. No high priest was ever 

able to take for himself the title of the Son of God. At best, the priest in the Old 

Testament was a servant of God and a temporary mediator between God and men. 

 

In the Old Testament, the sacrifice which the priests made was sufficient to atone for 

the sins of the people to renew the covenant for that time, but as the people kept on 

sinning, the priests had to keep on making sacrifices every year to atone for their 

sins. The offering they gave was sufficient just for those people at that time. But 

Jesus in sacrificing himself acted as both the priest and the sacrifice, and his 

sacrifice of himself was sufficient once and for all for the sins of all people throughout 

all time. v 27 „Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day 

after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for 

their sins once for all when he offered himself‟. The old Book of Common Prayer 

spells it out well – „a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction for 



the sins of the whole world‟.  Quite an achievement – and something that could only 

be won by the ultimate sacrifice which Jesus made of himself.  

 

In the Diocesan Strategy there will be fewer and fewer paid Priests like your new 

minister, and the ones that there are will usually share oversight of 3, 4 or 5 

parishes. What has been the norm in rural parishes for some time where clergy have 

to cover multiple parishes – now for most parishes in the city that will be the pattern 

too. You‟re actually incredibly fortunate in this Mission Area that yourselves, AND 

Dore AND Totley are all getting new ministers – that‟s so unusual - don‟t tell anyone 

else! 

We‟re encouraging all Churches to be far less reliant on paid clergy and more 

actively involved themselves as congregations. This might mean offering to do some 

of the practical things of Church life. It might mean following a call from God to offer 

to train as what we‟re calling a „focal minister‟ – someone who is a contact point for a 

particular area of Church life, like the toddler group or the lunch club. There‟s a 

theological rationale behind this too. Peter uses the phrase „the priesthood of all 

believers‟ to say that actually, any Christian can be an agent through whom God 

works with his people – that we can all pray and intercede for one another and ask 

God to bless one another.  

 

Peter says in 1Peter 2 v9 „But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people belonging to God.‟. As Christians we all share in the Church‟s 

ministry, not just the clergy.  We are all called to serve God. Everyone has a part to 

play in the life of the Church here. 

Ask yourself a question – what part am I playing? Am I serving God‟s people? Am I 

serving God‟s mission in this place? If not, why not? And before you start - you can‟t 

say you‟re too old – how old was Abraham when God called him? 75 and Moses? 

80! Age is no barrier to serving God.  

 

Jesus our great High Priest has already done all of the „heavy lifting‟ for us in saving 

us, but he still gives every one of us a part to play in his work in the world today.  

 


