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It is good to be writing this newsletter at a time when we can look forward to the churches 
in our parish being open for public worship. At a recent PCC Standing committee meeting, 
we agreed that this would begin on Easter Sunday, April 4th, when we will have 10 am Parish 
Communion at both St. John’s and Holy Trinity. If you would like to attend, you need to 
book through the parish office. We will be following the usual Covid guidelines, as 
previously, and you need to wear a facemask. We will be reviewing the plans for opening of 
our church halls in the future, but as yet, they remain closed. 
 
TRIO magazine will be published in a couple of weeks’ time and this will contain intended 
plans for future services, but of course these can only be provisional as we wait for 
confirmation of government guidelines. We hope to deliver the magazines in time for 
Easter. Pat Jackson will email deliverers about arrangements for collection of magazines. 
 
The census is coming up soon – 21 March is the day, and this year it is going online! Bishops 
Pete and Sophie have asked us to reassure those who do not have access to a computer that 
it is possible to submit a paper version. If you have any concerns, please contact the clergy, 
wardens or parish office and we will do our best to help. 
 
As you will know from our last newsletter, Peter will be retiring on 31 May, the day after 
Trinity Sunday. It is too early as yet to give details of a ‘leaving do’ to celebrate his time in 
our parish and his many years as a parish priest, but please be assured that the church 
wardens are going to be planning something! Another piece of news this week about 
staffing is that Philippa has been offered a new job as Children and Families Work 
Coordinator for the Sheffield Methodist Circuit, as her contract with us ends this August. We 
congratulate her on this wonderful appointment and wish her well in the coming months, 
but of course we will miss her and are continually grateful for all that she does with children 
and families, and for her excellent input into our all-age worship and seasonal activities. 
 
The Lent study daily reading material has been well received as shown by the positive 
comments in the first discussion group. We will be circulating plans for Holy Week in our 
next newsletter. The aim is to have something to participate in each day of Holy Week 
online on Zoom and also to have our churches open for private prayer with Stations of the 
Cross and other material to reflect on. More details to follow. 
 
We continue to say Morning prayer Monday to Thursday on Zoom at 9.30 am. All are 
welcome to join. If there is something you would like us to pray for, please contact the 
clergy or parish office. We also continue to say the Litany of Reconciliation monthly outside 
at St. John’s. The next one will be Thursday 18 March 12 noon – all are welcome to join us 
for this short act of prayer for peace. Some of us have also joined in the monthly 
international Litany prayers on Zoom – a great use of this wonderful technology! 
 
We wish you a blessed Lent as we continue on our journey towards Holy Week and Easter, 
at this time of great change in our parish but always with the hope that our shared faith 
gives us.   
 
With our good wishes,  
Peter and Angie 



Recent Sermons 
 
Third Sunday of Lent  
7th March 2021 

“Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a market – place!” 
          (John 2:16) 
The stole I am wearing this morning is from the Holy Land which I bought when I was on a 
pilgrimage there. It reminded me of the visits to the various churches and holy sites, the 
queueing and the multitude of shops selling trinkets and various souvenirs. I have always 
called them ‘tat shops’! The busyness at times was quite overwhelming and it was quite 
easy to forget the true meaning of the buildings and the sacred sites. It’s not that long ago 
that I was waiting to pay an entrance fee to one of our own magnificent Ripon cathedral. A 
man joined the queue behind me. There is jostling and chatter and noise and the organ is 
playing inside. The gentleman behind me suddenly notices the significant entrance charge. 
He sees a small chapel where there are people praying. Entry to the chapel seems to be 
free, so he leaves the queue and sits down to reflect on his next move. I’m sure he knows 
that the cathedral and the cathedral shop need the income to survive but in his heart there 
could be some resentment at the entrance charge. I wonder if he imagined Jesus in the 
Jerusalem Temple, flourishing a whip and shouting at the people to stop making his Father’s 
house a market-place! Maybe he was thinking if that could happen right now so he could 
wander and wonder freely, in peace and quiet! When I looked across again he had gone. 
According to one historian, at the Feast of the Passover the population of Jerusalem 
increased from around fifty thousand to around a hundred and eighty thousand people. 
There were pilgrims who had come to celebrate the Passover and Roman soldiers who had 
been brought in the keep the peace. There was hustle and bustle in the Temple precinct in 
particular – not just of humanity, but of birds and animals and the accompanying noise, 
mess and smells. There were money changers, converting ordinary money into half-shekels 
that were needed to pay the Temple taxes, and dove sellers to provide an inexpensive 
sacrifice for those who couldn’t afford sheep or cattle. So they may well have felt hard done 
by when Jesus went for them, cracking his makeshift whip and overturning tables. 
Inevitably, though, there would have been some dishonest merchants, and exploiters of the 
weak and unwary. 
We don’t know if it was anything in particular which prompted Jesus to lose his temper, 
although we know that he had a history with the place. Not being a priest, he was not 
allowed into the inner sanctuary, but he would still have looked upon the place as a spiritual 
home. No doubt he remembered being there when he was twelve years old, and causing 
Mary and Joseph to panic when he stayed behind. He would have surely have remembered 
being found and saying to his parents: “Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 
house?” 
Any of these things might have been in Jesus’ mind when he arrived at the Temple that day. 
In truth, we don’t know. But what is certain is that what he saw going on touched a nerve 
and made him see red. 
The Jews asked him to explain himself, but his answer made no sense to them. To them, talk 
of raising the Temple in three days was provocative nonsense. It was mystifying for the 
disciples as well, and it was only later, after Jesus’ resurrection, that the penny finally 
dropped. Jesus had been speaking of the temple of his own body being raised up in three 
days. After his death that body, that temple, became us, although, as we know only too 



well, our bodies can become defiled. We can worship God with our lips but insult him with 
our lives. 
At the beginning of Lent we were reminded that we began as dust and to dust we will 
return. In between times, though, we have lives to lead as temples of God’s Holy Spirit. One 
day, Jesus will come back and cleanse us, and cleanse his temples once and for all. 
“Fix in us thy humble dwelling,” Charles Wesley wrote in his famous hymn, “Enter every 
trembling heart.” Then come those two unforgettable lines – Wesley’s impassioned plea for 
God’s eternal presence in our souls and bodies: “Suddenly return, and never / never more 
thy temples leave.” How in that time between being born and until we return to dust, can 
we be temples fit for the Holy Spirit to inhabit? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lent 2 Sunday 28 February 10 am at St. John’s 
Readings: Genesis17.1-7; 15-16; Romans 4.13-end; Mark 8.31-end 

For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 
for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. (Mark 8.35) 

There is a sense of cautious excitement this week about the proposed easing 
of lockdown restrictions! 
But we are asked to stick to the rules. It is up to us to take personal 
responsibility. 
 
Also in the news this week about ‘taking personal responsibility’: 
 
Covid vaccinations – the Queen’s comments – do it for the sake of others. 
David Attenborough on climate change – His impassioned and urgent call to 
nations to take responsibility to avoid climate disaster. This is both a personal 
and a national responsibility 
 
We are now in Lent. At this time, some choose to live by their own ‘self-
imposed’ rules – a Lenten fast, to learn self-discipline and endurance - not just 
for its own sake, but in sympathy with Jesus who ‘gave up human life’ in 
human terms to fulfil his divine calling. In a paradoxical way, we are learning to 
take personal responsibility to ‘lose’ our life in order to follow Jesus. 
 
In a similar vein, Abraham is asked by God to ‘walk before me’ (Gen. 17.1). So 
again, he is losing the life that perhaps he envisaged in order to walk in God’s 
ways. It was his personal responsibility to choose to listen to God. 
 
Of course, there are negative ways of ‘losing our life’, one of which was 
brought to my attention this week by the Bishop of Gloucester, Rachel 
Treweek. In the Bishop’s Annual Lecture, she was talking about the ‘Liedentity’ 
campaign. This is her campaign to promote awareness amongst young people 
about the harmful effects of social media on their self-image.  
In a short video clip, we saw teenagers talking about the pressure from social 
media to portray themselves as someone other, not their true selves. In a 
negative way, they have ‘lost their life’. Rachel’s campaign helps them see that 
they are all made in God’s image, unique, each one precious exactly as they 
are. I wonder how we, as adults, can help our children and grandchildren learn 
this message? 
 
In our Lent discussion on Wednesday, we also touched on this idea of ‘being 
ourselves.’ This was in the context of Jesus call to all of us to share his story by 
sharing our story with others in our everyday conversations. For each of us, 



our story is unique and the way we choose to explain it will be personal. As we 
heard each other’s stories that night, all were different and equally valid. And I 
noticed that as we talked, we expressed confidence in ‘being ourselves’ in 
terms of how we interpret the word ‘evangelism’ - a word that often is off-
putting because of misinterpretation about what being an evangelist is. One of 
the points made was in being ourselves, we trust that we are sharing Jesus by 
how we behave due to our Christian values; another was affirmed that by 
doing what he could do – delivering TRIO magazines, in which we share the 
message of our Christian faith in some of its content – he was being an 
evangelist. 
 
So, back to the theme of personal responsibility and following Jesus. Our 
gospel today says, 

For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 
for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. (Mark 8.35) 

What does this mean in practice for us? 
 
The hymn words neatly explain what following Jesus will be like. They explain 
the potential difficulties – those things that we could find hard:  

• You might end up doing things you didn’t expect to do. 

• You might be made to feel uncomfortable because you are upholding 
Christ-like values in situations that are ‘hostile’. E.g. challenging injustice, 
workplace bullying, racial equality, peaceful resolution rather than 
antagonism. 

 
They also give some examples of the positive results of living our lives 
following Jesus’ example – in other words, being the body of Christ now. 

• Caring for those in need, metaphorically helping the blind see, setting 
the prisoner free 

 
And they also give us encouragement and motivation if we feel that the task is 
just too difficult for us. 
 

• There is a personal invitation at the start of each line: 
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name 

The calling is to us personally – as the unique individuals that we are. We 
can be ourselves! 
Verse 4 of the song especially emphasises this: Will you love the ‘you’ 
you hide if I but call your name? – this also speaks to the ‘Liedentity’ 
issue. 



 

• We do not do it in our own strength – last line of each verse: 

will you let my life be grown 
in you and you in me?  

In other words, spiritually it is the life of Christ that is in us, guiding and giving 
strength by the Holy Spirit. We are never alone in this venture. We are given 
strength by the grace of God.  

In terms of our personal responsibility, all that is required is for us to trust and 
have faith. 

As we continue our journey through Lent, dare we risk saying yes to Jesus call 
and refreshing our commitment to lose our life for him and the sake of the 
gospel?     AMEN 


