
Community of the Cross of Nails Sunday -  27 September 2020  

Reading: Mark 4.35 - 41: Jesus speaks into the storm  

Why did our parish join the Community of the Cross of Nails? 

• A joint project for our (fairly) new combined parish 

The act of coming together and the careful process that led up to it showed that our two 

congregations were open to change and willing to adapt and try to grow together 

This act fits in broadly with some of the aims of the CCN: Healing the wounds of history; 

Living with difference and celebrating diversity; Building a culture of peace 

What are we doing now as a result of our partnership with the CCN? 

• We say the Litany of Reconciliation once a month  

• We started the Difference course in Lent and hope to continue in the Autumn as we 

didn’t complete it because of Covid – this course is peace and reconciliation in our 

individual lives 

• We support charities that include elements of reconciliation in their work, e.g. 

Goboka Rwanda Trust, Embrace the Middle East 

• We offer our buildings for private prayer – so people in the community can find peace 

in their everyday lives. This is limited right now because of the pandemic, but much 

appreciated as the notes in visitors’ books show 

Now, to our gospel reading. The Dean of Coventry Cathedral, John Witcombe, has prepared 
some thoughts for this special Community of the Cross of Nails service. His homily is 
available in full on our web site. You can also see him delivering it from the ruins of Coventry 
Cathedral as part of a 30 minute video available for all of us to see. The link is on our 
website and Facebook page. The video is rich and inspiring and includes prayers recorded in 
our parish! 

Referring to the gospel reading, the Dean says: 

“It’s a fact of life, that the greatest and most transforming experience are never easy. They 
involve trauma and all the challenges of transition. They are experiences of journeying from 
one place to another, often physically, but also emotionally and spiritually. They will also be 
theological journeys, as our understanding of God and God’s ways changes, and that too 
can be disorientating and disconcerting. “ 

He likens the journey through the pandemic as being like a boat tossed by a storm – 
sometimes feeling overwhelmed by the waves.  

“So what is this journey through the pandemic doing to us, and where might Coventry’s story 
of reconciliation connect with it?  

Perhaps the first thing to say is that we are frightened.  



Many people have drawn a parallel with the two world wars, and especially the second world 
war - which we remember especially here in Coventry. Those wars were times of fear.  

Jesus did calm the storm - but the experience of being in that storm with him changed the 
disciples for ever. If they had not been in the storm with Jesus, their lives as disciples, their 
theology of who Jesus was, would have been less. Would they have chosen it? No, of 
course not - but did God use it - yes, for sure, God did. They would not have seen who 
Jesus was without it.  

This is the repeated story of suffering and struggle for Christians, revealed most profoundly 
in the cross. Was the cross a tragedy? Yes it was. Did it open up the most profound and 
transforming encounter between God and the reality of the world? Yes it did? Would it have 
been better if it had not happened? Well ... that’s not for us to say. It did happen, and 
something extraordinary and wonderful emerged from that tragedy.  

This is the story of Coventry. We found ourselves at sea in a storm, with waves crashing 
around us, feeling abandoned by God, by Jesus Christ. But it turned out that God in Christ 
was very much with us here in our burning and burned out Cathedral, turning us back to 
himself and one another, sowing seeds for transformation.  

Many years ago I visited the redwood forests on the west coast of America, and viewed the 
extraordinary sequoia trees, the largest living things on earth. Their tiny seeds lie dormant in 
the soil for decades before there is a forest fire, which is what’s needed for them to 
germinate and begin to grow. Today, forest rangers manage controlled fires to encourage 
new growth.  

The seeds for new life here in Coventry were already sown in Provost Dick Howard’s faith 
and theology, but it took the fire to see them burst into growth, and they have flourished into 
the worldwide Community which shelters us today.  

Can this be the story of the pandemic? What good can emerge from these difficult times, 
which otherwise would never have come to light? Can we seek and find Jesus right in the 
midst of all that is still threatening to overwhelm us, to discover what we can see with the 
eyes of fear and faith about his Lordship, about how he calls us to trust him, abut how he 
calls us to serve and follow him, in ways that we otherwise could never have known? Can 
we nurture and grow those new relationships that have flourished amongst us?  

How is this going to change us?” 

This is something for all of us to reflect on. 

The Dean concludes 
“We are hoping and praying for an end to this time of trial. But as we do that in faith, we pray 
too that we may not forget the lessons we have learned, nor be left unchanged. May this 
truly be a new time for reconciliation to flourish amongst us, to share with one another, and 
with a wounded world.”  

May this  be our prayer, in this parish. 

AMEN 


