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The weather feels very seasonal as I write, with snow on the ground outside! We are now in 
the season of Advent and looking forward to our services leading up to Christmas. Sadly, we 
had to cancel the Advent Carol service because we thought the conditions were too risky for 
people coming out on icy roads. We hope all will be well for the Christmas Concert planned 
for Tuesday 14th December at 7.30 at St. John’s. Sunday 19th December, 6.30 at Holy Trinity 
is our Service of Lessons and Carols. This is a wonderful opportunity to hear again the 
Christmas story in readings. All are warmly invited to these events – perhaps you could 
invite a neighbour or friend?  
Our 4-week Advent course begins this Wednesday 8-9.15 pm on Zoom – all invited! 
 
Last week I received a Christmas card from Jane Foster saying, 
“Thank you for all you do for us at The Children’s Society and for inviting me to talk at your 
church. Kindest regards, Jane.” As usual, all collections at our Advent and Christmas services 
will go to the Children’s Society. We were pleased with the good attendance from local 
people at Christmas is Coming, despite the snow, and there was a good atmosphere in the 
church. Thanks to all involved for making Holy Trinity a welcoming place. 
 
This Sunday, 5th December, the 10 am Service at Holy Trinity is Christingle and also baptism 
of Harriet and Alice. Let us pray for them at this important stage in their lives. 
TRIO will be published and ready for collection this Sunday at Holy Trinity and the following 
Sunday 12th December at St. John’s. Bishop Sophie will preach and preside at St. John’s on 
December and we look forward to welcoming her to our parish for her first visit here. 
 
The Litany of Reconciliation will be said outside St. John’s by the war memorial at 12 noon 
on Thursday 16th December. All are invited to this short service. 
 
We shall have our usual Christmas Eve Nativity services for young children and their families 
at both St. John’s (5pm) and Holy Trinity (3pm). Audrey and Fran have stepped down this 
year after many successful years of producing a nativity at Holy Trinity, and our enormous 
thanks go to them. Jo Hutchesson is planning this year’s event, especially with young 
children in mind. Contact Angie Lauener (Tel. 236 2188 or email angielauener@me.com) if 
your child would like to take part, and there will be a short rehearsal on 19th December at 
2.30 at Holy Trinity.  Covid safety is at the forefront of our plans for both events. 
 
As 26th December is a Sunday, we have decided, with the backing of the Diocese and Canon 
Law, not to have a service on that day. On 2 January we look forward to welcoming Chris 
Stebbing to preside and preach at our Epiphany service at 10 am at Holy Trinity. 
 
We hold in our prayers at this time all who are sick and those who have died, especially John 
Greensmith, Muriel Gillat and Gwen Draffan. Let us pray for God’s blessing and support for 
their families and all who mourn.  
 
With warm wishes,  
 
Angie 
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My 3 year old great-granddaughter had her 3rd birthday at the end of August 
this year. She so enjoyed it that she wants it again as soon as possible and 
when told this is quite impossible is very disappointed.  She is now looking 
forward to the real birthday next year. 
 
Like many children and adults as well  she is also looking forward to starting 
her Advent Calendar, She has two – a traditional one with Mary and Joseph on 
their way to Bethlehem and the manger where  Jesus was to be born. She also 
has another – with a teddy bear on the front and each little flap contains 
chocolate. 
We are at the start of the 4 weeks of Advent. The word means ‘coming’ in Latin 
– referring to the coming of Jesus into our world and into time and history. But 
isn’t there more to think about ? 
One writer has this:- the themes underlying the Advent prayers are not as cosy 
as we might imagine – we are asked to address the 4 Last Things: death, 
Judgement, heaven and hell To contemplate 3 comings of Christ – his coming 
at one particular place and time, his coming here and now, his coming at the 
end of time. Advent also asks us think of Christ as king as well as baby, as judge 
as well as shepherd.   
Another writer says this: 
We are preparing to greet Christ at every moment of our Christian lives, and at 
the end of time, for one day we will all have to give an account of how we 
followed our God-given vocation. 
Christ our shepherd, brother, friend, is also our judge, however merciful. 
 
  This sounds grim but the author of Psalm 25 , despite his youthful sinfulness,  
asks God to be mindful of his steadfast love and not to remember his  
transgressions,  ending his plea with a statement of God’s love and faithfulness 
to his children.  Perhaps we will need to do the same? 
 
Jeremiah, centuries before Christ’s birth, wrote of his trust in God’s promise of 
a messiah-like figure being sent to Israel to execute both judgement and 
righteousness.  For Christians   this Righteous Branch, a title of the kings of 
Israel foretells the birth and life of Jesus. Advent is is  a time of remembering 
that wonderful event. 
 
Advent is also a reminder of the importance of our trying, with God’s help, to 
be disciples of Jesus. Paul in his first Letter to the Thessalonians, reminds them, 



and therefor us, to “increase and abound in love for one another and for all, 
just as we abound in love for you.”  
 
And he asks God and Jesus Christ to “ so strengthen your hearts in holiness 
that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus with all his saints.”  
 
Remembrance of a past event, the birth of Jesus and what he did and still does 
for us is important but so is remembrance of our need to stay awake and 
aware of what it is we should be doing as his disciples and thus sharing the 
Good News with all whom we encounter. 
BUT  - and it is a  big BUT -we have the words of Jesus about the end-times as 
recorded by Luke who must have heard them from Jesus’ closest friends. They 
are also recorded in Matthew 24 at greater length. 
Jesus describe the end-signs. The world and nature will in turmoil.  People will 
be terrified, fainting from fear. The  Son of Man will return to earth  with 
power and great glory ,  
 
The message for us is spelled out: be on your guard against dissipation and the 
worries of life. Be alert at all times. Be ready to stand before Christ. 
So our readings today address what we are to meditate on and to pray about, 
searching our consciences. Past, present and future are each addressed.  
But above all else we are to remember God’s promise of love, redemption, 
grace, forgiveness and help. We can recall Peter’s denial of knowing Jesus at 
the time of his arrest but think about Jesus’ forgiveness of him by the Sea of 
Galilee and his commissioning to take the Good News to the world. Think 
about how Jesus’ disciples abandoned him and spent weeks behind locked 
doors until the gift of the Holy Spirit took them out into the city and the world. 
New Men . 
 
Remember that in a few moments we shall be  in communion with the same 
Jesus of past, present and future. He is here with us now and always.. 
 
We should read and reread the words of the Collect and of the post-
Communion prayer which have important messages for at this time of Advent 
I want to end with a prayer recorded as early as the 8th century. 
We beseech thee, O Lord, 
To cleanse our minds by thy daily visitation; 
That when thy Son, our Lord, cometh 
He may find in us a mansion prepared for himself.  Amen. 


