
Newsletter 16 – December 2020 
 
Dear All 
 
It’s less than two weeks to Christmas! We hope this letter finds you safe and well. 
How could we have known at this time a year ago what would happen during 2020 with the 
Covid pandemic - that our churches would be closed for several months, that we would be 
holding services on-line and that people would have to book to attend services. Also, that 
the life of our parish would change so much, in many ways bringing people closer together - 
the street parties on May 8th to celebrate the anniversary of VE day; the community spirit 
generated as neighbours helped each other during lockdown and clapped for the NHS; the 
ongoing generosity with donations to the foodbank. During this Advent season, it seems 
that festive lights have appeared in our streets earlier and more abundantly than ever 
before, bringing a sense of joy and colour to our neighbourhoods. And it is wonderful to 
know that our TRIO magazine, with its dramatic front cover celebrating this season of hope 
for all through Jesus’ birth, will now be delivering that message to every home in the parish. 
 
For many, this can be a sad time as we remember the loss of loved ones. We especially pray 
for all who will be having their first Christmas without a family member. We remember with 
gratitude the lives of members of our church family who have died in the past year. We also 
pray for those in our parish who are sick or recovering from illness at this time.  
 
We are grateful for the many ways in which members of the church have cared for each 
other during this especially demanding year, sharing the ministry of Christ in loving and 
serving each other’s needs; also for the ongoing work of the church wardens and all who 
have roles in the running of the church, for their willingness to adapt and be flexible to meet 
the challenges. 
 
Starting next week, there are opportunities for all ages to engage with the Nativity story in a 
socially distanced way! 
Nativity trails indoors will be available in both churches starting on Wednesday 16 
December. Currently, we can offer the following times:  
  

Holy Trinity St. John’s 

Wednesday 16 December 10.30 – 11.30 10.30 -11.30 

Thursday 17 December 10.30 – 11.30 10.30 – 11.30  

Friday 18 December 10.30 – 11.30 10.30-11.30  

Saturday 19 December 10.30 - 1pm 1.30 - 2.30  

Sunday 20 December After 10 am service 11.30 - 12.30  

Monday 21 December 10.30 – 11.30 10.30 – 11.30  

Tuesday 22 December 10.30 - 11.30 2.00 - 3.00 

Wednesday 23 December 10.30 – 11.30 10.30 – 11.30   

Thursday 24 December 10.30 - 11.30 10.30-11.30  

 
Volunteers needed so we can extend the opening times. If you can help please contact 
Philippa, Peter, Angie or phone the church office asap.  



 
Nativity trails outdoors will be available from Sunday 19 December outside both Holy 
Trinity (starting in the car park) and the grounds of St. John’s  
 
Christingles for all! 
Instead of our usual Christingle service, we are inviting everyone in the congregation to 
make their own at home with a Takeaway Christingle Kit.  
Just like a takeaway meal, you need to order them in advance by emailing Philippa 
philippa@wilsondand.co.uk or contacting the Church Office on 249 0377. 
You can then either collect them from church or we are very happy deliver them. Please 
contact the church office or Philippa to arrange. 
 
Collection times for Christingle kits: 
Holy Trinity Church - Saturday 19 December from 10.30 – 1pm and Sunday 20 December 
from after the end of the 10am service 
St. John’s -  Saturday 19 December from 1.30 – 2.30 
Delivery – please contact Philippa philippa@wilsondand.co.uk or phone the Church Office 
on 249 0377. 
 
Midnight mass and Christmas Day services will be held at: 
Holy Trinity on 11.30 pm Christmas Eve and 10 am on Christmas Day; 
St. John’s at 11.30 pm on Christmas Eve and 9.30 am on Christmas Day. 
Booking for services: As usual, if you would like to attend any of the services, please contact 
the church office in advance. 
 
Services are also now broadcast live on Zoom from both churches and details will be 
circulated by email.  
Recordings of all Sunday services and Morning Prayer will be published on our website – 
https://www.amchurchsheffield.co.uk 
 
This will be our last newsletter of 2020, and we wish you a blessed Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 
 
Peter and Angie 
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Peter’s Sermon for Advent 2 – Sunday 6 December 2020 
Gospel Reading – Mark 1.1-8 
“I have baptised you with water; but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit”.  Mark 1:8 
Every time I walk through the front porch at the vicarage I’m reminded that for many people 
Christmas is going to be very difficult, that’s because donations are being left there for the 
Foodbank.  It has become, in a way, a prayer station for me.   
Last night at 8.30 the doorbell rang and there was a young man on the doorstep, Danny, 
who I have met before, is homeless.  He apologised for disturbing me but went on to explain 
that through the first lockdown the homeless had been accommodated in various places in 
Sheffield.  But now he is again on the street and wanted some support to allow him to have 
two nights at the centre in Pitsmoor.  Again, this reminded me that Christmas is going to be 
difficult for many. 
I’m sure many of you are aware of the Black Lives Matter and the footballers taking the 
knee before their matches.  There has been much publicity on television and other means of 
communication about the Black Lives Matter movement – some of the programmes have 
shown footage of Martin Luther King. 
Martin Luther King’s famous “I have a dream” speech of 1963 came at a time when not only 
America but many other countries throughout the world practised apartheid in various 
forms.  The speech might have been greeted by anger and denial, but in fact it thrilled a 
huge crown of a quarter of a million people at the march on Washington.  It has since 
reached millions world-wide through the media of television and the internet.  The speech, 
appealing for fairness and racial tolerance, helped to change the world.  In 1964 King was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his non-violent stand on civil rights and social justice, but 
not everyone was inspired by him.  Four years later he was assassinated. 
In the first century, John the Baptist preached to huge crowds beside the River Jordan.  He 
preached the need for repentance – turning back to God – and might have been greeted by 
anger and denial, since his audience considered themselves especially close to God as God’s 
chosen people.  But in fact, the crowds were inspired by his message and demonstrated 
their intention to repent by being baptised in the Jordan.  But not everyone was thrilled by 
John’s words and some years later he was executed.  Who was this man who appeared from 
the wilderness and inspired many but enraged others? 
John the Baptist was loosely related to Jesus, since his mother Elizabeth, was a distant 
relative of Mary, but there is no indication that John and Jesus knew each other.  John may 
have been a member of the Essene community, who lived in the wilderness and were the 
first sect know to practise some sort of symbolic baptism, although not total immersion as 
John practised since water was scarce in the dessert. 
John’s message is both challenging and sombre, convincing his listeners of their sin and 
exhorting them to repentance.  Yet Mark opens his Gospel by announcing that this is not 
bad news, but the beginning of good news.  Mark describes John the Baptist’s work by 
aligning it very closely with the Old Testament prophecy from Isaiah, which his listeners 
would have known.   
The Isaiah passage is thought to have been written towards the end of a period of Jewish 
exile in Babylon.  The people would soon be allowed out of their captivity to return home to 
Israel, so Isaiah’s message is one of hope.  God’s punishment for their sins is over, and good 
things are around the corner. 



In John’s time the people had been under Roman rule for over 60 years.  The quote from 
Isaiah is an indication that God’s punishment is over and the suffering will end.  However, 
the word “gospel” in first century Palestine tended to mean “good news from the 
battlefield”, so already Mark is hinting at difficult times ahead. 
Mark identifies John the Baptist as the messenger who is to prepare the way for God, so 
that the glory of the Lord can be revealed, and John himself reinforces this by clearly stating 
that he is not the expected Messiah.  He himself baptises with water, but the promised one 
will baptise with the Holy Spirit.  By using Isaiah’s quote, Mark is also giving an early 
indication that Jesus is God in humanity. 
The Holy Spirit is God within each of us.  As we are baptised with water – a symbol of our 
intentions – our baptism confirms the presence of the Holy Spirit with us.  John demanded 
that the people turn their backs on sin and turn to God before he would baptise them, and 
in infant baptism today parents and godparents promise exactly the same on behalf of the 
child.  Those baptised as adults make the promises for themselves, and at a suitable age 
those promises can be renewed and reinforced at confirmation. 
But, as God makes clear in his gospel, the Christian life is not an easy one.  It is demanding 
and full of challenges.  As we journey through this Advent time and make our own 
preparations for Christmas in whichever way it will happen, we don’t have to look far to be 
reminded of the challenges that many others are going to face.  Let us continue to hold in 
our prayers those who need the help and support of the foodbanks and those on the streets 
of Sheffield, let us be like John the Baptist and prepare a better way for those in need. 

 
Angie’s Sermon for Advent 3 – Sunday 13 December 2020 
Readings: Isaiah 61.1-4; 8-end.  John 1.6-8; 19-28 
I had a new experience this week. I attended a Requiem Mass for the funeral of a friend at 
Our Lady of St.Thomas at Meadowhead. It was a beautiful service. At the start, the coffin 
was sprinkled with water as a reminder of baptism. 
We often think of our readings today focussing on John the Baptist, preparing the way for 
the coming of Jesus. But I would argue they also help us think about baptism and its 
meaning in our Christian faith - as a sign of God’s unconditional love for us all, of his desire 
to forgive us and for us to turn back to him and have a relationship with him as his children. 
 
The prophecy in Isaiah foretells the coming of the baptiser as a precursor to the ministry of 
Jesus. John the baptiser is aware that he is this precursor, making straight the way of the 
lord. “He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light that 
enlightens everyone was coming into the world” (vv. 8,9). He knows that Jesus is greater 
than him. “I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal”. (v.27). In Chapter 1 of Mark’s 
gospel, which we had last week, it states that “John the baptiser appeared in the wilderness, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins”. (v.4). He is introducing the 
idea of the importance of baptism – that we can turn back to God and our sins – all of those 
things that make us feel separate from God - will be forgiven.  
The use of water is a symbol of being washed clean. By being baptised, we are claiming this 
truth, that God forgives. In an essay I wrote for my ministry training, I chose the provocative 
title ‘How much water is needed for baptism’. This was prompted by my church placement 
at St. Peter’s Greenhill, where they hired a large paddling pool at Easter and baptised 
several people by full immersion. It was spectacular and memorable. What a contrast to the 
sprinkling of water in most of the baptisms I have experienced! The point of that question in 



my essay title was that the water is only a symbol of the much deeper truth that we are 
washed clean from our sins and that in going through the ritual of baptism, we are claiming 
that truth. So I concluded that it doesn’t really matter how much water is used. 
My friend would have been baptised as a baby, by water being poured onto his head … and 
now, here we were at the end of his life. As the priest sprinkled water on the coffin, we 
were reminded that in baptism, while he was still a baby, he “died with Christ and rose with 
him to new life” and may now, at his death, at the start of this new phase of his journey, 
continue to “share with Christ in eternal glory” as the words of the funeral liturgy said. 
It seems to suggest that he was forgiven from the beginning – when he was baptised as a 
baby! Forgiven for all of those things that were still to come. We believe this because of 
what happened to Jesus in his life, death and resurrection, all part of God’s plan to love and 
save us. This was a once-and-for-all event, for all time and all people, things past, present 
and future.  
Baptism is an acceptance of receiving this message and living as forgiven people. ‘Forgiven 
forgivers’ as we heard this week in our Difference study session on ‘Practicing Forgiveness’. 
Isn’t this what is behind the reading from Isaiah 61 that we had today. It is a joyful 
celebration of being clothed ‘with garments of salvation’, covered ‘with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorn herself 
with jewels’. (v.10).  Forgiven forgivers, loved by God. As a child, I used to love making 
garlands from crepe paper to decorate the house for Christmas. Now I see those garlands 
also as a celebration of Jesus coming and the joyful news that he came to save the world 
and show us how much God loves us. 
 
Let us consider all that this means for us –  
as we think of our past,  
in our daily lives and relationships now as ‘forgiven forgivers  
and in our future life, as children of a loving God who will welcome us with open arms to be 
at peace with him in eternity. 
Amen.  
 
 


