
Newsletter 35 
As the mornings and evenings are now dark, and we hear of distressing events in the world, 
it is good to look forward to the seasons of Advent and Christmas when we will celebrate 
again the coming of Jesus as Light of the World, assuring us of God’s enduring love, which 
darkness ‘did not overcome’ as John’s gospel tells us. 
 
This Thursday, 18th November, we will say the Litany of Reconciliation at 12 noon outside 
St. John’s by the war memorial. The next date for this is 16th December. All are welcome. 
This Sunday, 21 November, Jane Foster from the Children’s society will tell us about how the 
money we donate each year is spent on projects in Sheffield and further afield, bringing 
light to the lives of young people. We look forward to hearing from her during the 10 am 
service at Holy Trinity. 
‘Christmas is Coming’ is coming soon!  All are welcome. Please contact David and Gail if you 
would like to help - davidcrosby85@yahoo.co.uk Tel. 4539615 
 
'CHRISTMAS IS COMING' 
 27 NOVEMBER 2021 10.00am - 2.00pm 
 
The event has been planned to celebrate opening up the Church, but with Covid safety in mind. 
 
All activities will take place in Holy Trinity Church including light refreshments and children's activity. 
Gifts for the Cakes and Produce, New Gifts and Craft stalls and the Raffle are requested and can be left in 
Church. 
Volunteers will be welcome. Come and enjoy our first community event of this year.  

 
The Advent Carol Service will take place at St. John’s on Advent Sunday evening, 28th 
November at 6.30. How good to be able to enjoy this wonderful seasonal choral act of 
worship again! 
 
Our Advent Course, Travelling Light, will take place on Wednesdays 1, 8, 15 and 22 
December 8-9.15 pm on Zoom using the usual church link. This is a good opportunity to 
journey together during Advent. Please see flyer for more information. Each session will be 
standalone so please feel free to attend when you can. If you do not have facilities for Zoom 
but would like to join in, please contact Angie - 236 2188 or email angielauener@gmail.com 
 
A reminder of the request from Grace Foodbank for Christmas donations - please see the 
separate flyer for more details. 
 
Please hold in your prayers all in our parish who are sick in body, mind or spirit. Also, please 
pray for our church wardens, PCC subcommittees and especially Liz and Vanesssa, our 
Parish Representatives, in the ongoing process to find a new priest-in-charge for our parish.  
 
The Christmas edition of TRIO will be published in early December and will have details of all 
services and events over Christmas. We thank the editor Pat Jackson, the editorial 
committee and all deliverers and advertisers who make this community magazine possible. 
We pray that it will be a blessing to all who read it, and will truly bring the light of Christ to 
all who live and work in our parish.  
 
With warm wishes, Angie 
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Sermon - Remembrance Sunday 14 November 2021 10am at Holy Trinity 
 
[Daniel 12.1-3], Hebrews 10.11-14, 19-25; Mark 13.1-8 
 
Walking along Cheadle High Street earlier this week, I was aware of a lot of RED in a 
seasonal decoration in a charity shop. Also, of a striking decoration at the top of Cross Street 
- crocheted and knitted red poppies festooning the market cross and spilling down the 
steps. This made me reflect on the symbolism of colours. 
 
Red is a colour obviously associated with this season of Remembrance – the poppies 
representing shed blood. We remember the blood shed for all of us by those who lost lives 
or were injured in world wars and wars since then. 
The reason poppies are used to remember those who have given their lives in battle 
is because they are the flowers which grew on the battlefields after World War One 
ended. This is described in the famous World War One poem In Flanders Fields. Here are 
the first two of the three verses: 
 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 
We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 
 
Did you notice that the first verse suggests that the poppies were growing on the battlefield 
at the time –– representing the dead, the fallen, with living poppies ‘between the crosses’? 
 
In another poem – Flower of Eternal Sleep (on back of service sheet) the link to death comes 
again. 
 
Flower of the eternal sleep  
Watching with the ones who weep –  
You, whose lives, so short in bloom,  
Watched the bloodshed, death and gloom.  
You trembled to the sound of guns  
Which tore to death beloved sons.  
You fluttered, died before your time –  
Dropped blood red petals in their prime.  
 
Once the conflict was over the poppy was one of the only plants to grow on the otherwise 
barren battlefields. ... The poppy came to represent the immeasurable sacrifice made by 
the author’s comrades and quickly became a lasting memorial to those who died in World 
War One and later conflicts. 



 
Yet, poppies we buy now usually have a green leaf. Green represents new life, new 
beginnings … – so fits in with the poppy being first flower to bloom on waste ground 
 
The symbolism of colours is used in stained glass windows – three are relevant to our bible 
readings today: 
 
Red: represents the blood of Christ or the martyrdom of saints.  
 
Green: Is the colour of grass and nature and therefore represents growth and rebirth, life 
over death. 
White: Is a representation of chastity, innocence, and purity is often associated with God. 
 
The theme of new life is spoken of in the Gospel reading, when Jesus talks of destruction 
before the new life. “Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down 
(v.2); When you hear of rumours of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place … there 
will be earthquakes … famine … this is but the beginning of the birth pangs - struggle of 
labour being an essential precursor to new life. 
In Jesus’ life, he underwent great suffering before rising to new life.  
 
This reinforces that death is not the end. So we can all have hope. 
Jesus died once for all. As the Hebrews reading explains, while the priest in the temple was 
constantly working, day after day offering sacrifices, Jesus offered his sacrifice once for all – 
then sat down! (v.12). He sacrificed his own will to do the will of his Father. 
What followed was new life – ‘perfected for all time those who are sanctified’ (v.14) 
 
RED, GREEN … Another colour suggested by today’s readings is WHITE, symbol of purity: 
Hebrews 10.2- - A new and living way is opened to us (v.20) 
Hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience, bodies washed with pure water (v.22) 

Dan. 12.3 – Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky … like the stars for 
ever and ever  

What is the outcome, the new life?  – one suggestion is in Hebrews -  “provoking one 
another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together but encouraging one 
another.” (Heb. 10.24, 25) 
 
LOOKING AHEAD 
Red, green, white: 
Colours also of Christmas 
This might seem a strange link … yet, a reminder of the hope of eternal life that we are all 
given, God’s love and forgiveness for all. And this began with the birth of Jesus, which we 
shall be remembering and celebrating in the coming seasons of Advent and Christmas. The 
end of death and the beginning of new life.  
 
Holy Communion, which we shall share shortly, is another act of remembrance with 
colourful symbols – the white wafers, the red wine – ‘memorial of our redemption. AMEN  


