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From the vicarage……  

I’m sure by the time you receive this Christmas 

edition of Trio many of you will be prepared for 

the coming Christmas celebrations. Cards will be 

written, presents bought and wrapped, meals, 

journeys, hospitality and activities all planned. 

And now you can look forward with joy and     

happiness. 

But for the first Christmas there was no          

preparation, in one sense of the word, by the 

people most closely concerned. Joseph and Mary 

had travelled from their home town, and had  

arrived at Bethlehem in the midst of a vast influx 

of    people, due to the orders of the government.   

Joseph was not well off, and anyway there was 

no room in the inn; the stable was not prepared 

for the strange things that were to happen       

before sunrise. The innkeeper had no idea that 

an event of stupendous importance to the whole 

world was to take place in his stable. What 

changes he might have made, what preparations 

if he had known! 

Yet some of those concerned with the event 

which took place in Bethlehem, were ready, or 

had been preparing themselves. Mary, so       

honoured by God, was a young woman of        

exceptional character; during her early life, she 

had been preparing herself for something very 

great, which was revealed to her by the angel 

Gabriel. Joseph - of whom we know very little - 

yet we know that God did not choose him     

without reason; and the shepherds - they too 

Above all, when we rejoice at Christmas time, we 

must remember that the greatest preparations 

of all for the first Christmas, were not those of 

any human beings, but the preparations of God 

himself. God decided to send his beloved Son 

into our world, in human form, as a vulnerable, 

precious baby. 

No doubt most of us will still have some things to 

do as Christmas day approaches, but at the head 

of our lists of gifts and our preparations, let us 

resolve and make time in all the business to 

thank God for his Gift in the Coming of the      

Saviour, and to remember what it means to the 

whole world. 

 What can I give him, poor as I am? 

 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 

 If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part- 

 Yet what can I give him- 

     Give my heart….. 

Christina Rossetti   (1830-1894) 

Valerie Collinson, born in 1933, was an English 

Anglican medical secretary and hymn writer. In 

1972 she wrote this now popular children’s carol. 

Come and join the celebration — it’s 
a very special day.    Come and join 
the  jubilation — there’s a new king 

born today! 

“ God is with us” round the world the       
message bring, He is with us, “welome” all the 

bells on earth are pealing.    SO …….. 

Come and join the celebration — it’s 
a very special day.    Come and join 
the  jubilation — there’s a new king 

born today! 
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At fifteen and a half years old, I switched be-

tween excitement and  worry as Tuesday, 25th 

December 1945 approached.  The dreadful War, 

in both Europe and the Far East, was over at 

last.  My father had survived the sinking of 

three ships and had been MISSING, PRE-

SUMED KILLED for more than two years after 

the loss of the Prince of Wales, but was now 

home, having been  demobbed from the   Navy 

soon after VE Day because he had served six 

years more than his term of service, which 

should have finished three weeks after the War 

had started.   
 

At last we would have a family Christmas, 

Dad, Mum, older Brother, younger Sister and 

me.  I could remember those lovely Christmases 

before the War and desperately wanted this to 

be the same, but how could it be?  Rationing 

was at its heaviest and we could not afford to 

buy any luxuries that may be found around.   

The Food Ministry tried its best to bring us 

tasty recipes but everything was undeniably 

bland.  I had mastered Mock Crab but had no 

idea how to produce a Mock Chicken and, with 

money in short supply, we were no longer      

valued customers of the local chicken producer. 
 

Christmas Day arrived and we spent the   

morning at Church, where it was lovely to hear 

my Dad’s beautiful alto voice singing the    

Carols. I cannot remember what we actually 

had for Christmas Dinner but late tea on 

Christmas Day is in my memory for ever.  

When War had started Mother had decided to 

save a large tin of best red salmon and two tins 

of peach halves until it was over.  Now, six and 

a half years later, these were brought out and 

served round with bread and butter and        

followed by sponge cake.  Of course there were 

no SELL BY dates then but the contents were 

still perfectly preserved.  
 

And then, another surprise.  My Aunt Gladys, 

who lived in Canada, had sent a box of Laura  

 

Secord   Chocolates,   which   my  Mother   had         

secreted away and kept to surprise us.  They 

provided a special ending to that memorable 

meal.  
 

After this largesse, we all played games, Beg O’ 

My Neighbour, Snap, Charades and then      

repaired to the Front Room, (which I had only 

ever known to be used for Christenings,        

Weddings and Funerals), and stood around the 

piano, singing carols and other songs.  Again 

this was unusual as my mother had the worst 

form of deafness so we only had music at 

Church or School.  
 

By this time my prayers had changed.  Every 

morning and evening during the War, I had 

prayed for my Dad’s safety and his eventual 

return, but now I could really thank God for his 

goodness to us. My dad was safely home.  We 

were a real family once more. …..   

 

..And we had just had the best Christmas ever. 

Margaret Maxfield 

Peggy Mould, now in her 90s, also recalls    

Christmas 1945: 

My memories of the actual celebrations for Christmas 1945 

are rather dim.   Rationing was still in force, but I suppose 

people saved up, what they could, to celebrate a special 

meal on Christmas Day.    

In those days everybody knew their neighbour and would 

help each other.  Many people kept chickens in their     

gardens to augment meat and egg supplies.  I remember 

mother cooking several neighbours’ Christmas dinners 

(probably chicken!) as electricity supplies had broken down 

on a section of our road.   We 

lived in a corner house and, 

fortunately, our electric oven 

was not affected – and was 

put to full use!! 

As for the New Year, I worked 

in the local Midland Bank – 

and it was Balance Time!  

There were no machines in 

those days; everything was 

worked out by hand.   We worked long hours to balance 

the books – for December 31st!   We were glad to go home 

to bed! 
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Celebrating Christmas at Holy Trinity  2016 

  Last year… 2017 

                             right,   Advent 

    below,  Christmas 

Below…… 

The magic of 

Christingle 

Join us at some 

of this year’s 

celebrations…. 

Details on  
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Christmas in Australia is celebrated much like it is in 
Europe except it’s usually in a hot and sunny 30     
degrees or similar! Although there are years when we 
can have tropical rain and that translates to hot,     
torrential rain! It is a time for families and friends to 
be together and people can travel for several          
thousand miles if they are crossing Australian States. 
In such a vast country to drive 300 or so miles in each 

direction  is considered 
nothing. Drive somewhere 
for lunch and drive the same 
distance back later in the 
day!  
 

A lot of families, friends and 
neighbours spend  Christmas 
Day on the beach which is 
very popular.  One member 

of the gathering will arrive around 4am to stake their 
spot and start setting up. Later than that you haven’t 
a chance! Remember there is often a huge number at 
each prized spot! They will literally bring everything 
except the kitchen sink! Lunch will either be a hot 
meal cooked on a portable BBQ they have brought or 
very popular are salads with cold fresh seafood and 
local prawns. If it’s a BBQ, it is   usually Aussie steak 
for the adults and “snags” for the kids. Snags equals 
sausages in your vocabulary! The most famous desert 
served at Christmas would be Pavlova topped with 
oodles of fresh berries - mmmmmm.....mouth water-
ing....... although     Christmas pudding comes a close 
second!  
Families who like the traditional turkey Christmas 
lunch will have it in their home and those with a 
swimming pool will certainly spend a lot of time in it - 
usually cooling off - after the heat of the kitchen!  
 

Bondi beach in Sydney is famous for back packers to 
congregate on Christmas Day where they get         
together from all over the world. I have known      
several young people from “up North” in England 
who have visited and claim there is nothing like it. I 
guess for the Pommies it’s the attraction of being in 
the ocean on 25 December - it’s not “the sea” in   
Australia!  
 

Mid December the carols begin. In shopping centres 
and in various parks and local landmarks. Being     
outside brings so many friends and communities   
together for the Christian meaning of the carols but  
also to enjoy a happy and fulfilling time. Of course no 
warm clothing needed to stand outside! Shorts and 
T’s are the Aussie summer “uniform”.  

December is of course Father Christmas time, but in 
Australia he is always called “Santa”. Like the UK he is 
in shopping centres but that is not such a big event. 
Seeing him wandering outside popular areas has 
much more  appeal - especially as he hands out 
“lollies” - sweets to you!  
 

New Year’s Eve celebrations are fireworks in every 
State at midnight with Sydney of course getting the 
crown. The atmosphere around Sydney harbour    
during the evening is electric and many overseas   
visitors begin camping the previous day to secure the 
vantage points.  
Camping outside when the northern hemisphere is 
shivering I know is hard to imagine!  
I have lived in Australia for 38 years and in spite of 
various Christmas experiences over that time, the 
most difficult one to accept still, is Christmas in the 
sun! Christmas in Summer! To me I still think of 
Christmas being in Winter!  It should be freezing cold, 
maybe snow and rugging up - just like I did in 
Sheffield!  Now that is purely imaginary...... 

              Janet Butlin ( Formerly of Sheffield ) 

Jane Beardsell adds her memories of celebrating one 

Christmas in Australia with her friend Janet: 

On waking up the morning after I arrived in Australia to 
spend six weeks with my friends Janet and Andrew Butlin 
in Manly , near Sydney, my first impression was being in 
the middle of an aviary!   I awoke to the sounds of galah 
birds outside.  I was later told that these birds are as    
common “down under” as are pigeons in England, only 
more exotic looking (rose pink head, neck and underpart).   

My experiences of spending Christmas and New Year in 
Australia are memorable. 

After singing ‘old Sheffield carols’ with Chris at Lomax Hall 
in Stannington just before departing for Australia, it was 
very unreal a day or two after arriving in Manly,  to be  
singing familiar, well known carols in a park and with    
people of all denominations. 

On Boxing Day we went to see the start of the Sydney to 

Hobart Yacht Race, which is an annual event and            

extremely popular, ranking with other national Australian 

sporting events such as the Melbourne Cup and the      

Boxing Day Cricket Test match.   
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Celebrating…..                         Christmas in Ghana 
Having spent around eight years living in Ghana, I experienced several Christmases in Ghana.  I found 
these to be  wide-ranging in experience, but always full of joy and excitement.  Depending on the part of 
Ghana I found myself in, I would experience very different ways of celebrating Christmas.  If I was in the 
capital, Accra, there would be parts of the city that would look quite familiar to us, with Christmas trees, 
lights and much of the commercial side of Christmas being emphasised.  However, if I found myself in 
other areas, particularly those more rural, little of what we consider the traditional Christmas                 
decorations would be found, with the décor looking much the same as at other times of year. 

Wherever I found myself at 
Christmas, one thing was 
consistent and that was that 
Christmas was a time of          
celebration, particularly for 
Christians to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus.  On both 
Christmas Eve and New 
Year’s Eve, the churches 
would be full for all-night 
services celebrating        
Christmas and its meaning.  I 
often found myself in church 
for these occasions and was 
struck by just how              
passionate the Ghanaian 
community are about the 
meaning of Christmas.  Music would play, with singing and dancing going on for hours.  At midnight,     
celebrations would take place with candles often being lit as shown in the picture, right . 

As a foreigner in Ghana at Christmas, away from family and friends, I always experienced great hospitality 
and love from the Ghanaian people.  I never felt alone at this time and I learnt a great deal as to what 
Christmas is really about.  Rather than celebrations being centred on presents and the commercial aspect 
of Christmas, celebrations were centred on family and the birth of Jesus. It is my hope that we will prioritise 
these in our celebrations of Christmas here in Sheffield this 25th December.  

                                            Paul Wassell 
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THANK YOU TO THE RESIDENTS IN     
ABBEYDALE AND MILLHOUSES’  

St Vincent’s Furniture Store charity wish 
to thank the many residents and      
households in Abbeydale and Millhouses 
who have most generously supported St 
Vincent’s for the past 31 years, donating 
good quality furniture and household 
items. Everything we received from you 
was given away free of charge to help 
homeless families and individuals in 
Sheffield re-build their lives. Since we 
started in 1987, almost 100,000 people 
have benefitted from our help and over 
14,000 tonnes of furniture etc. was saved 
from going into landfill sites. If any        
residents wish to make any further         
donations in the future, either furniture 
etc. or a financial donation, to help us 
keep our vans on the road, please          
telephone 0114 270 3990 or email              

  info@svpfurniturestoresheffield.org.uk 

Unfortunately there are many around 
the world, including on our own city 
streets, for whom Christmas is not a time 
for celebration — in fact celebrating at 
any time is virtually impossible. These are 
the hungry and homeless, refugees,  
abandoned and abused children, those 
living in poverty. 

Most readers will be aware of schemes 
which for years have encouraged the     
filling of shoe boxes with gifts and the 
sending of these to children around the 
world who would otherwise have nothing 
to open on Christmas morning.  The ladies 
of the Abbeydale Inner Wheel Club, 
which meets at the Beauchief Golf Club, 
have been filling shoe boxes for children 
for a number of years. 

This year a new shoe box initiative was 
started in Sheffield and members of the  
South-west Sheffield Trefoil Guild, which 
meets at St. John’s, have been involved.  
Shoe boxes have been filled with adult 
items such as toiletries, socks, woolly hats, 

gloves and 
c h o c o l a t e 
and will be 
given to 
those living 
on our city’s 

Church REGISTERS 

Whilst baptisms, weddings and funerals continue to 

be held in our churches, in future details of these 

will no longer be published in TRIO. This is to avoid 

any infringement of the new data protection laws. 

Both the Abbeydale Inner Wheel Club 
and the SW Trefoil Guild meet monthly 
and are involved with a variety of other 
activities.  

The Inner Wheel, (linked to Rotary), and Trefoil Guild 
(Girl Guiding), are international organisations which 
have excellent websites.   

Contact the TRIO editor, details at the bottom of p2, 
if you would like more details of the two local clubs. 

10 

Created for free by https://foxyutils.com

mailto:info@svpfurniturestoresheffield.org.uk


Celebrating 

 

HOGMANAY 
 
Only one nation in the world can celebrate the 
New Year or Hogmanay with such revelry and 
passion – the Scots! But what are the actual 
origins of Hogmanay, and why should a tall 
dark stranger be a welcome visitor after   
midnight?  

It is believed that many of the traditional 
Hogmanay celebrations were originally brought 
to Scotland by the invading Vikings in the   
early 8th and 9th centuries. These Norsemen, 
or men from even more northerly latitude than 
Scotland, paid particular attention to the    
arrival of the Winter Solstice or the shortest 
day, and fully intended to celebrate its passing 
with some serious partying. 

 The word Hogmanay itself is thought to have 
first been used widely following Mary Queen 
of Scots' return to Scotland from France in 
1561. That is when it is first recorded in    
dictionaries. It is of doubtful origin and may 
come from the French word 'hoginane' - gala 
day. 

It may surprise many people to note that 
Christmas was not celebrated as a festival and 
virtually banned in Scotland for around 400 
years, from the end of the 17th century to 
the 1950s. The reason for this dates back to 
the years of Protestant Reformation, when 
the straight-laced Kirk proclaimed Christmas 
as a Popish or Catholic feast, and as such 
needed banning. 

And so it was, right up until the 1950s that 
many Scots worked over Christmas and       
celebrated their winter solstice holiday at 
New Year when family and friends would  
gather for a party. In the early part of my 
working life I had two days holiday over the 
New Year period and no time off at Christmas.                
Notwithstanding we still celebrated       
Christmas. 

There are several traditions and superstitions 
that should be taken care of before midnight 
on the 31st December: these include cleaning 
the house and in the old days, of coal fires, 
having the chimney swept, There was also the 
requirement to clear all your debts before 
“the bells” sound midnight, the underlying 
message being to clear out the remains of the 
old year, have a clean break and welcome in a 
young, New Year on a happy note. It is a great 
pity, that particular tradition has been lost in 
the mists of time.  

 

So how do we enjoy it now? 

 Hogmanay celebrations take place all 
over Scotland and can last for three days,   
beginning at the end of December and ending 
on 2nd January. 

Thousands of people gather in Edinburgh every 
year for a festival of music, food and         
fireworks, with the centre of activity being 
Princes Street gardens and with the          
magnificent backdrop of a floodlit Edinburgh 
Castle. Could one ask for a better way to start 
the New Year? 

Of course, the celebrations are not restricted 
to the metropolis, every town and village have 
traditions which have been handed down over 
the years. 

My neighbouring town of Comrie in Perthshire 
has been the home to the Flambeaux           
Procession, a fiery spectacular accompanied by 
music, fancy dress parades and general all 
round merry-
making, which 
now attracts     
hundreds of  
people, to take 
part in one of 
the country’s 
oldest festivals. 

Although no-one is absolutely sure when or how 
the festival began, the most widely accepted 
theory is that it is pagan in origin. It was all 
about driving out the evil spirits of the old 
year from the extremities of the village and 
welcoming in the new year. At midnight, eight 
flambeaux or fiery torches begin their       
procession around the village before being  
ceremoniously thrown in the River Earn. 

It is a unique event. Though there are other 
fire festivals in Scotland, there are none quite 
like this one.  

In my own town of Crieff, at midnight, we 
gathered round the Murray Fountain in the 
main square, to herald in the New Year, to the 
accompaniment of the local pipe band. There-
after we each headed back to our homes to 
bring in the New Year with ‘oor ain folk’. We 
then re-grouped before setting out on our   
pre-arranged schedule to “first foot” our 
friends and neighbours in the town. 

 “First footing” (or the “first foot” in the 
house after midnight) is still common across 
Scotland. To ensure good luck for the house 
the first foot should be a dark male, and he 
should bring with him symbolic pieces of coal, 
shortbread, salt, black bun and a wee dram of 
whisky.                                    (concluded on page 22) 
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There are many events which traditionally take 

place around Sheffield and South Yorkshire in the 

lead up to Christmas. Often very popular it can be 

surprising how many people are actually unaware 

of their existence. The following are just some of 

them.  The season is seen by many to begin with:   

The Annual Harvest Sing                                                                                                                                                                       

A somewhat unique celebration in Sheffield at the 

start of October. The annual harvest sing takes 

place at The Rivelin Hotel on Toft’s Lane beginning 

at noon. It happens on the first Sunday in October. 

This is a community singing event, based on     

harvest and other hymns, solos with choruses, folk 

songs of the season, party pieces, and so on.  A 

booklet of words is provided to start things off. 

There is usually a raffle of harvest produce in aid of 

local charities. If you enjoy the carols in the      

Sheffield pubs at Christmas, you’ll enjoy this 

unique celebration. It’s for everyone - regular     

singers, church choirs, vicars, ramblers, locals, 

passers-by - anyone who likes a good communal 

sing. While this event is unique there is a huge 

amount of pub carol singing in November and   

December at pubs such as the Blue Ball in Worrall 

and the Traveller’s Rest, Oughtibridge. 

 

T r a d i t i o n a l    

Yorkshire Carols   

By traditional we 

mean tunes, 

sometimes words 

which pre-date 

those Victorian 

carols which many learned whilst at school. Origi-

nally sung in    churches they were ‘elbowed out’ 

during the early Victorian period and moved to the 

ale houses. Christmas Carol singing is a feature of 

the season all over the country. However, in this 

area of   Yorkshire we have our own unique local 

carols which are sung in the villages of Castleton,    

Oughtibridge, Bradfield, Ecclesfield and Worrall 

from mid-November up until New Year. 
 

The tradition has been around for at least 200 

years and much of the singing takes place in the 

local pubs some on Sunday lunchtimes, others  

during the evenings. Participation is encouraged 

and lots of the crowd even know the harmony 

parts – though the words are largely familiar, the 

tunes are unique to the area. 

You can hear the singing following the Sword 

Dancing at the Old Harrow pub, Grenoside, and 

Handsworth Cross Keys on Boxing Day at 12 noon 

and 1pm respectively. For more information please 

look at:                                                                            
 

Morris and Sword Dancing                                                                                                     

There are two traditional sword dance teams, 

Genoside and Handsworth. Both teams perform in 

their locality on lunch time on Boxing Day.                                                                                                      

Boxing Day is also a traditional day for dancing by 

many Morris teams throughout England. The    

Sheffield city region is a hotbed of Morris dancing, 

with over a dozen teams performing almost every 

form of the dance. Molly is the only style of Morris 

not currently represented in the area. 
 

Mumming ‘Derby Tup’  

A.k.s. T’owd Tup or Derby Ram, this mumming                                                                      

play is very old. The tradition survived mainly 

around the pit villages of North Derbyshire such as 

Eckington, Killamarsh, Whitwell and Ridgeway. 

However, it was also known in several parts of 

Sheffield such as Attercliffe and Woodhouse. It was 

performed around Christmas and the New Year by 

the local boys. It starts by singing about a giant 

Ram. They call for the butcher to kill it, and then 

they sing about what they are going to use its 

body parts for. Although singing about Derby 

there is no record of it having ever been          

performed there, only in the northern areas of the 

county. There is a pub in Chesterfield entitled The 

Derby Ram. As with any historical folk play or song 

the verses and chorus may vary, as also the tune. 

The following YouTube clip shows members of 

Harthill Morris performing at Coal Aston’s     

Christmas Folk Party, Coal Aston Village hall in 

2013.                                                                   

The third clip listed below gives a fuller description 

of   aspects relating to the above.                                                    

Dr. Ian Russell made a film in 1974 of children in 

Ridgeway performing. He is also an expert on 

South Yorkshire and many traditions and his work 

is now in the folk archive at Sheffield University. 

      Neil Fretwell 
 

Some readers may be interested to look up the 

various links to see some of the above in action! 

www.handsworthsworddancers.org.uk/                              

www.grenosword.co.uk/ 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZ-vw68r9C4                                              

folkplay.info/forum/traditional-drama-forum-no13/

correspondence/derby-tup 

Traditional Yuletide Festivals 
Around Sheffield & South      

Yorkshire 

12 

Created for free by https://foxyutils.com

http://www.handsworthsworddancers.org.uk/
http://www.grenosword.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZ-vw68r9C4
https://folkplay.info/forum/traditional-drama-forum-no13/correspondence/derby-tup
https://folkplay.info/forum/traditional-drama-forum-no13/correspondence/derby-tup


13 

Created for free by https://foxyutils.com



Sun 20th 3rd Sunday of Epiphany 
   8.00 am Holy Communion BCP St. J’s 

 10.30 am     Joint Service                        
              at Millhouses Methodist Church 
Wed 23rd 10.00 am Holy Communion 
 

Sun 27th 4th Sunday of Epiphany 
   8 00 am  Holy Communion 
 10.00 am Parish Communion 
Wed 30th 10.00 am Holy Communion 

 

FEBRUARY 
 

Sun 3rd Candlemas 5th before Lent 
   8.00 am Holy Communion BCP St.J’s 

 10.00 am All-age Worship 

Wed   6th 10.00 am Holy Communion 
    
Sun 10th 4th Sunday before Lent 
   8.00 am Holy Communion  
 10.00 am Parish Communion 
Wed 13th 10.00am Holy Communion  

       
Sun 17th 3rd Sunday before Lent 
   8.00 am Holy Communion BCP St.J’s 
 10.00 am Parish Communion 
Wed 2oth 10.00 am Holy Communion 
 

Sun 24th 2nd Sunday before Lent 
   8.00 am  Holy Communion 
 10.00 am   Joint Parish Communion at 
                           H.T.  
Wed 27th  10.00am Holy Communion 
              

             MARCH 
 

Sun 3rd Sunday next before Lent 
   8.00 am Holy Communion BCP St J’s 

 10. 00 am All-age Worship 

Wed  6th  Ash Wednesday 
 10.00 am     Holy Communion and  

  Imposition of Ashes 
  7.30 pm Holy Communion and      

Imposition of Ashes 
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DECEMBER 

Sun 2nd  1st Sunday of Advent  
   8.00 am Holy Communion BCP St J’s 

 10.00 am Christingle and Parade 

  All-age Worship  
   6.30.pm Advent Carols at St. J’s 
Wed 5th 10.00 am Holy Communion 
Sat  8th   2.00 pm Presentation of the Cross 
  of Nails – H.T. 
   3.00 pm  Cross of Nails - St. John’s 
 

Sun 9th 2nd Sunday of Advent 
   8.00 am Holy Communion      
 10.00 am Parish Communion 
Wed 12th 10.00 am Holy Communion 
  

Sun 16th 3rd Sunday of Advent 
   8.00 am Holy Communion BCP  St.J’s  
 10.00 am Parish Communion  

   4.00 pm Café Church and Family 
Carol Service in church           

Wed 19th  10.00 am Holy Communion 
 

Sun 23rd 4th Sunday of Advent 
   8.00 am     Holy Communion 
 10.00 am     Parish Communion 

   6.30 pm Festival of Lessons and 
  Carols  St. John's 
 

Mon 24th Christmas Eve  

  3.30 pm  Nativity by Candle Light 
   5.00 pm Nativity and Christingle  
    at St. John’s 
 11.30 pm Midnight Mass 

Tues 25th  

   10.00 am  All-age Christmas   
      Communion 
Sun 30th    10.00  am   Joint Communion  at       
                                               St John’s 

JANUARY 

Wed   2rd 10.00 am Holy Communion 
 

Sun   6th            Epiphany 
   8.00 am Holy Communion BCP St J’s 

 10.00 am All-age Worship 

Wed   9th 10.00 am Holy Communion 
 

Sun 13th The Baptism of Christ 
   8.00 am Holy Communion  
 10.00 am Parish Communion   

Wed 16th 10.00 am Holy Communion 

From 2 December – the beginning of the 
season of Advent – we invite you to come 

and enjoy the quiet and space in Holy Trini-
ty Church. As always, the church is open 

during the daytime from 9am to 4pm, 
Monday to Saturday. 

You may like just to sit in the peace and quiet, or to sit by 
an Advent prayer station. We will add a new one each 

week in the Lady Chapel.         ALL WELCOME!!!  
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Christmas Celebrations at our 

churches….    and into 2019! 

 Tues 18th Dec 7.30pm   

   

Christmas Concert   

by St. John’s & Holy Trinity 

Choirs and friends in St. John’s 

with mulled wine and mince pies. 

Tickets from Rhona Henthorn 235 2575 

Sunday 2nd Dec 10.00am  Holy Trinity                                 
All-age worship  and Parade                                

where everyone creates their own 

Christingle! 

Sun 16th Dec 4.00pm  HolyTrinity                          

Café Church with Family 

Carol Service  

An opportunity to enjoy favourite carols in a 
very relaxed setting —with refreshments of 

Christmas Eve 24th December   

3.30 pm  Holy Trinity  

Candlelight Nativity  
Children bring the Nativity  story to 
life in a  traditional mime, with the 

singing of familiar carols and simple 
narration telling  the  beautiful story 

of the birth of Jesus. 
 

ALL CHILDREN are  welcome to 
come and star   in the Nativity Mime but they do 

need to come on the following dates: 

Sat 22 Dec  2.30    First  Rehearsal  in church 

Sun 23rd   Dec   2.30    Dress Rehearsal  in church 

Contact Audrey Cutts on 2360613 if you know 
ANY children who would like to be involved. 

 

Christingle Service 
5.0pm St. John’s 

24th Dec Christmas Eve  11.30pm         
Midnight Mass at both churches                                             

25th Christmas Day                                                                                              
9All-Age Christmas Celebration Worship    

9.30am St. John’s       

10.00am Holy Trinity 
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      …..and looking ahead to 2019……… 

Sat 5th Jan  7.00 for 7.30pm   

Enjoy a lovely 3-course 

Candlelight 
Supper  

Including wine/soft drinks all for £12 ! 
Tickets from Pat Marshall 236 2654 or  Gill Quarrell  

255 0977 

 Whirlow Hall Farm  
Annual Carol Concert  

Thurs 13th December 
7.00pm    Holy Trinity 

 Sunday 23rd Dec 6.30pm  - St. John’s                     

Traditional  service of   

 ‘Lessons and Carols’ 

More Diary Dates…… 

Tues 5th March Shrove Tues - Pancake Parties 

Sat 6th April  -   

An opportunity to bring the Christmas  
message, through words and carols to some 
of our elderly residents!  Join us at ….              

 Henleigh Hall ,Abbey Lane Dell 
2.0pm      and/or  The Glen, Abbeydale 
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In pain?  

Are you suffering  from: 

   Headaches 

   Lower back pain 

   Neck pain 

   Sciatica 

   Scoliosis 

   Numbness 

   Tingling  

       We can help 

We are at the corner of Whirlowdale Road and              

Abbeydale Road South,  tel:    0114 262 1999 

info@chirofirst.co.uk 
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We Methodists are well known as           
enthusiastic singers. It is an important 
means of learning about, sharing and      
celebrating our faith. In our Christmas 
services here at Millhouses Methodist 
Church we will be celebrating the birth of 
our Lord Jesus with favourite, old          
traditional hymns such as “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem” and “Silent Night, Holy Night” 

On Monday evenings over 100 men and 
women of the Millhouses Community Choir 
(MCC)  meet in our church to sing and the 
John Wade Singers and the Gilbert and 
Sullivan Society also use our premises.  As 
Graham Pratt the musical director of the 
Community Choir says “there is nothing 
quite like being part of a live music event” 
John Wesley one of the founders of the 
Methodist movement knew this too.  

John and Charles Wesley first realised the 
power of singing to strengthen faith when 
they were travelling across the Atlantic to 
Georgia in 1736. There was a terrible 
storm at sea, but a group of German      
Moravan Christians inspired the brothers 
with their confidence in God as they 
preached and sang hymns together. 

Charles wrote 6,000 hymns which were  
designed for congregational singing.    
Members would sing about the              
fundamentals of the Christian faith with 
one voice and praise his holy name. The 
phrase “to sing is to pray twice” is          
attributed to St Agustin  although the   
actual author is unknown, but the          
sentiment remains true. 

It comes as no surprise that scientists 
have shown that not only does singing in a 
choir make you feel good, it’s got health 
benefits too. Regular exercising of the   
vocal cords can even prolong life because it 
is a great way to keep in shape as it       
exercises our heart and lungs. In addition 
the body produces “feel good” hormones 
called endorphins, improving our positivity 
and self image. Some claim that it even 
boosts our immunity and increases our  
cognitive function, aiding memory, which is 
good news for the more mature amongst 
us! And finally singing together develops 
bonds of friendship and commitment to 
one another.  

So as John Wesley instructed in his book 
in 1761, “A Collection of Methodist 
Hymns”, we should  

“Learn these Tunes before you learn 
any others ..... 

Sing them exactly as they are printed 
here without altering or amending 
them at all...... 

Sing ALL. See that you join with the 
congregation as frequently as you 
can..... 

Sing lustily and with good courage.    
Beware of singing as if you were half 
dead, or half asleep; but keep lifting 
up your voice with strength.... 

Sing modestly. Do not bawl, so as to be 
heard above or distinct from the 
rest of the congregation, that you 
may destroy the harmony..... 

Sing in time. Whatever time is sung, be 
sure to keep with it. Do not run    
before nor stay behind it ...... 

Above all sing spiritually. Have an eye 
to God in every word you sing. Aim 
at pleasing Him more than yourself 
or any other creature.” 

And I say... keep singing, 
it’s good for your physical, 
mental and spiritual health! 

Gill LLewellyn 
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The word Epiphany has its roots in Greek and 

means “Manifestation,” “striking appearance” or 

“Revelation”. The traditional date for the      

Christian feast is January 6th. 

Today "epiphany" carries a range of meanings, 

including "an intuitive grasp of reality," "an       

illuminating discovery, realization, disclosure, or 

insight," or simply "a revealing scene or          

moment." A common use of the word “usually 

changes you in some way." 
 

Epiphany is one of the oldest of the Christian 

feasts.  It also refers to the church season that 

follows the day.  It was celebrated since the end 

of the second century, before the Christmas   

holiday was established. It is the day after 12th 

night. It is also called Theophany, (“manifestation 

of God”), by Eastern Christians. 
 

In Christian terms the season of epiphany       

describes the biblical accounts revealing when 

Jesus the man is suddenly and definitively      

revealed as Jesus the God. In the accounts, the 

epiphany moment is experienced by all the    

participants and onlookers with a blinding       

realisation of the fact.   In the Epiphany season 

three gospel accounts are used to show the 

manifestation of Jesus as Son of God. The     

arrival of the Three Kings or Magi to Jesus’ crib; 

The descending of the dove on Jesus as he is 

baptised, together with a voice proclaiming he is 

truly God’s son; and thirdly the wedding in Cana 

in Galilee where Jesus turns the water into wine. 
 

The Three Kings are thought to be religious 

scholars known as the Magi - revered           

Babylonian astronomers and astrologists. They 

studied the stars and planets, interpreting the 

meaning behind cosmic events. Anything very 

unusual was considered an omen, so the star 

they observed must have been both rare and 

visually spectacular and would have had a very 

clear message for the Magi.  

An astronomer from the University of Sheffield in 

the 1970s (Professor David Hughes) concluded 

that the star of Bethlehem leading the Magi was 

not a single star at all, but a triple conjunction  

between Jupiter and Saturn - with the two planets 

coming close together in the sky three times over 

a short period. “This happens when you get an 

alignment between the Sun, the Earth, Jupiter 

and Saturn," says Hughes.  There is a record of 

this event in AD5 which astronomers in China  

apparently recorded. The Kings or Magi bring 

mysterious gifs to the new born Jesus. Gold    

recognising his kingship, frankincense              

recognising his priestliness and myrrh the oil of 

embalmment recognising Jesus untimely death.  
 

However, the focal point of the Epiphany in the 

Orthodox Churches is not the Magi but the act of 

the Baptism of Christ. At Jesus baptism by John 

the Baptist, a dove descends on Him,               

representing the Holy spirit, and a voice from 

heaven is heard to say—’This is my son in whom 

I am well pleased’. At this event the Holy Trinity, 

the threefold aspect of Jesus, is also revealed. 
 

In Greece, Cyprus and the Greek diaspora 

throughout the world, the feast is called the    

Theophany or Phota, (Colloquial Greek for 

“Lights”), and customs revolve around the ‘Great 

Blessing of the Waters’. A long procession is 

formed and follows whatever road leads to a body 

of water. Leading the procession are the sacred 

icons, followed by the priests and oftentimes   

musicians. At the end of the ceremony a cross is 

thrown into the water and the men of the        

community jump in the water to retrieve it.       

Whoever finds the 

cross in the icy  

waters has luck for 

the rest of the 

year.  This “water 

sanctification”   

ceremony          

represents the 

Baptism of Christ 

and carries the  

notion of purification. 
 

In Russia the Epiphany is celebrated on January 

19 and marks the Baptism of Jesus. As          

elsewhere in the Orthodox world, the Russian 

Church conducts the rite of the ‘Great Blessing of 

the Waters’. Believing that on this day water      

becomes holy and contains special powers,   

Russians cut holes in the ice of lakes and rivers, 

often in the shape of the cross, to bathe in the 

freezing water.  Participants dip themselves three 

times under the water, honouring the Holy Trinity. 
                Concluded on next page 
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Continued from previous page 

 

The ritual is supposed to symbolically wash away 

their sins from the past year and provide a sense 

of spiritual rebirth. Orthodox priests bless the   

water and rescuers are on hand to monitor the 

safety of the swimmers in the ice-cold water. This 

practice was uncommon in the czarist days but 

has become popular again since the 1990s. 

In  Europe and the USA the  Epiphany focus is 

on the Three Kings and in the USA January 6th 

has the title of Three Kings’ Day. In Spain it 

takes on somewhat more importance. Although 

Santa Claus has made recent inroads, the ‘Three 

Kings’ Day’, has been celebrated as part of 

Spanish  culture, in one form or another, since 

the end of the 2nd      cen-

tury, . On January 6
th
 the 

Spanish celebrate the visit 

of the Kings to the infant     

Jesus in Bethlehem, as 

well as Jesus being     

baptised by St John the 

Baptist, in the River      

Jordan. 
 

The tradition sees the Three Kings responsible 

for bringing gifts to children who have generally 

been good during the year. Children follow the 

kings through the streets on Epiphany Eve which 

we know as 12th Night. There are      numerous      

parades across the country,   accompanied by 

bands and people in medieval dress banging 

drums and dancing puppets and clowns. Sweets 

are thrown from the parade and eagerly          

collected, not just by the youngsters! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children also place straw or grain in their shoes 

as food for the king’s horses. These are left on 

balconies and refilled at night by parents with 

cookies and gifts, much like the stocking at the 

end of the bed at Christmas.  Epiphany cake  

covered in candied fruits and nuts is a firm      

favourite in Spain. The baker often inserts a dry 

bean and a prize inside the Epiphany cake. The 

one who gets the prize can wear a cardboard 

golden crown. The person who gets the bean has 

to pay for the cake next year! 
 

In Mexico, the holiday gets a sweet ending with 

Rosca de Reyes, a sweet bread baked in a ring 

to resemble a 

crown, with a   

baby figurine    

hidden  inside to    

represent the 

holy family’s 

need to hide 

from King     

Herod, or their 

rewards for    

casting the evil spirits away. 

  

People from the US Virgin Islands celebrate 

Three Kings’ Day to emphasize and maintain 

their heritage and culture, especially on the island 

of St Croix where the day features parades, 

bands, food, music, and other types of             

entertainment. Although it is not a public holiday 

in other parts of the United States, many      

Christians take part in Epiphany activities such as 

Parties or get-togethers to clean up homes after 

the festive season and put away Christmas     

decorations and have treasure hunts to find a  

figure of the Christ child. 

Epiphany marks the beginning of the Mardi Gras 

season in Louisiana. It is customary to bake king 

cakes during this time of the year. These cakes 

may include a small trinket (such as a baby doll) 

inside. The person who gets the piece of cake 

with the trinket receives various privileges or    

obligations. For example, they may be requested 

to provide the next king cake. The interval        

between Epiphany and Mardi Gras is sometimes 

known as “king cake season”. 
 

And so there is a rich world-wide tradition to the 

celebration of the Epiphany. In our own country 

the focus remains on the Christmas festival.   

Perhaps the church in England might want to  

resurrect some of the traditions I have mentioned 

earlier. What do you think? 

 

Canon Ian Draffan 
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The calendar, (p14), shows Sun 5th February as 
yet another celebration at Holy Trinity, but       

 WHAT IS CANDLEMAS? 

If you have not come across ‘Candlemas’ before, 
you may wonder if it has anything to do with 
Christmas. Although it is a different celebration 
in the church, it is another Holy day and directly 
connected to Christmas. 

Candlemas is also called Presentation of the Lord 
or Presentation of Christ in the Temple. It is a 
Christian festival, celebrated on 2nd February, 
commemorating the occasion when the virgin 
Mary, in obedience to Jewish law, went to the 
Temple in Jerusalem to be purified 40 days after 
the birth of her son, Jesus, and to present him to 
God as her firstborn (Luke 2:22–38). In the Greek 
church it is called Hypapante, (Meeting), in     
reference to Jesus’ meeting in the Temple with 
the aged Simeon and Anna  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the temple Simeon gave his famous prophecy 
about the Christ Child being a light to the Gentile 
nations and a sign for the Jews, and that a sword 
would pierce Mary’s soul.  

The celebration started in the 4th century in     
Jerusalem, and by the middle of the 5th century 
the custom of observing the festival with lighted 
candles had been introduced. In the past,  
churches would bless all the candles which would 
be used throughout the church year. So, the 
name Candlemas (candle-mass) developed from 
this custom. We continue to light candles in 
church to represent Jesus as the light of the 
world. All who are baptized are given a lighted 
candle as the congregation prays that they will 
‘Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God 
the Father.’ 

Candlemas is a turning point in three ways. In the 
northern hemisphere, it marks the turning from 
winter towards spring. It also marks the shift 
from darkness to light. In pre-Christian times, this 
day was known as the ‘Feast of Lights’, and      
celebrated the increased strength of the sun. 
Candles were especially important in those times 
because there were no electric lights.  
 

In folk-lore, there is a weather proverb about 
Candlemas: 

    If Candlemas day be fair and bright, 

    Winter will have another fight. 

    If Candlemas day brings cloud and rain 

    Winter won’t come again. 
 

In the church’s year, it is the moment we take a 
last look at Christmas and the infant Jesus. At  
Holy Trinity church, we usually leave up our 
Christmas banner until this time and some people 
keep out their nativity sets until then. A few 
weeks later, we move into Lent and Easter,    
looking ahead to Jesus’ adulthood, death and  
resurrection – another journey through darkness 
to light for evermore. 

Rev’d Dr. Angie Lauener 

21 

Created for free by https://foxyutils.com

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/commemorating


Why is   

St Valentine’s Day 

celebrated? 

Each year on February 14th 

people all around the 

world show their affection 

for another by exchanging          

romantic messages, cards, 

flowers and chocolates to    

celebrate The Feast of St      

Valentine or Valentine’s 

day. The custom has  existed in its current form 

for over 200 years. However, its origins go back 

much further to the third century A.D. 

Valentine was a priest who was born in Terni in 

northern Italy in the year 226 A.D. and was    

martyred during the reign of Claudius the        

second. His feast day is celebrated on February 

14th in the Roman Catholic, Anglican and          

Lutheran churches. He is the patron saint of    

engaged couples and happy marriages and he is 

also recognised as the patron saint of people 

who suffer from epilepsy. Coincidentally, the first 

treatment by a nurse using penicillin was on St. 

Valentine’s day! 

Emperor Claudius the second banned his troops 

from marrying because he believed married men 

made bad soldiers. Valentine felt this to be unfair 

and he secretly arranged and presided over  

weddings of soldiers and Christian couples. He 

was arrested and imprisoned when he was 

caught marrying Christian couples and for aiding 

Christians at a time when they were being      

persecuted by Claudius in Rome. Legend has it 

that whilst in prison, awaiting his execution,   

Valentine met and fell in love with his jailor’s 

daughter, to whom he wrote a love letter signed 

“from your Valentine”. Shortly after his            

incarceration, he was beheaded on February 14th 

269 in Rome. 

 

The first St. Valentine’s Day was in the year 496 

A.D. and it was established by Pope Gelasius 1 to 

tie in  with the ancient Roman festival of Luper-

calia in  mid February, which was officially the 

start of their springtime.                 Astrid Logan 

Hogmanay — Continued from page 11. 

At each port of call we would share a dram 
with whoever was in the house at the time, 
sing a few songs and partake of a wee snack 
before venturing out into the cauld blast. We 
always made a point of being at the bottom 
end of the town at 3.00am to visit the Smith 
family. Mrs Smith made the most magnificent 
Scotch Broth and a bowl of this set us up   
nicely to complete our merrymaking. We     
normally completed our first outing at the 
home of the Ewing family at around 8.00am 
where a piece of black 
bun accompanied by 
succulent butter 
shortbread and a    
welcome cup of coffee 
provided us with the 
sustenance to navigate 
our way home.         
Following a few hours 
sleep we headed out 
again to visit the folk 
who had repaired to 
bed at an early hour. 

Alas this type of activity no longer exists,    
Television to a great extent killed off the 
home–made entertainment and organised house 
parties are regarded as being a more           
acceptable way of bringing in the New Year. 

Ach well it was good while it lasted…..at least 
what I could remember of it!!    

        Ian McMaster                   

Secretary of the Sheffield Caledonian Society  
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During our winter months of January 

and February many other festivals are 

celebrated around the world. Here are 

some of them………….. 

 January 

  7th Orthodox Christmas in churches using the 

 ‘old’ Julian calendar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21st Martin Luther-King day. 

25th Burns’ Night celebrating the famous Scottish 

 poet’s life. Many ‘Burns’ Night Suppers’ will 

 be held in the UK, including at least two        

 local ones, where the haggis will be ritually 

 carved up! 

26th Australia Day.  (It is their summer of course!) 

February 

  5th  Chinese New Year (in 2019 -  it varies slightly 

 from year to year). The start of the ‘Year of the 

 Pig’ will be widely celebrated throughout the 

 UK as well as in China and other countries 

 where there is a large Chinses population. 

 Many of our cities, including Sheffield, will 

 have food stalls,  dragon parades and fire

 works.  London’s  celebrations are the largest 

 outside Asia. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 6th Waitangi Day  -  New  Zealand Day 

 

On behalf of everyone at Holy Trinity I would 

like to thank ALL our advertisers and           

deliverers. They enable us to deliver free copies 

of TRIO to over 2000 homes and businesses in 

Millhouses.  In particular we wish to thank five 

advertisers, and several deliverers who have 

been with us for over 30 years — in fact since 

TRIO was launched in1987!  The five           

advertisers, (in no particular order!), are: 

Ponsfords,  Millhouses Travel,  John Heath 

Bents Green Nurseries  and  the Opticians, 
(now Victoria Smith).                          Editor 

St. Basil’s, Red Square, 

Moscow 

  7th “Send a card to a friend day”  -  a lovely one 

 for  EVERYBODY  to celebrate!!!! 

22nd World Thinking Day.  Celebrated by 

 millions of members of the World   

 Organisation of Girl Guides and 

 Girl Scouts in most countries of 

 the world. 
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MARDI GRAS 
Mardis Gras celebrates the period between 

the end of Christmas and the beginning of 

Lent. In this country we celebrate the final 

day as Shrove Tuesday. 

Mardis Gras is French for ‘Fat Tuesday’,     

reflecting the practice of eating the last of the 

fatty foods before the ritual fasting of the  

Lenten Season that begins the following day 

on Ash Wednesday. 

Popular practices abound around the world in 

countries with a Christian culture.              

Celebrations are often marked by Carnival 

that can be a more or less exuberant         

exhibition of a communal party. Pancakes 

and related fried breads or pastries made 

with sugar, fat and eggs are traditionally   

consumed in many parts of the world. 

In the Belgium city of Binche, the Mardis 

Gras festival is one of the most important 

days of the year and the summit of the     

Carnival of Binche. The Carnival of Binche 

was proclaimed one of the ‘Masterpieces of 

the oral and intangible heritage of humanity’ 

by UNESCO.  

Carnival is the most famous Brazilian holiday. 

During this time Brazil attracts 70% of its 

tourists. Millions of people throng the cities of 

Rio and Salvador incorporating the Samba 

dance into the celebrations.     

David Crosby 

As stated in the MARDI GRAS article, the day 

after SHROVE TUESDAY is ASH WEDNESDAY, the 

start of LENT.  During LENT it is custom in our 

Parish to support a charity and in 2019 it will be  

EMBRACE THE MIDDLE EAST  

www.embraceme.org 

Embrace the Middle East is a Christian charity with over 

160 years' experience helping people of all faiths and none 

to free themselves from a life of poverty and injustice.  

Together with local Christian communities they are      

bringing lasting change to the Middle East through 

healthcare, education and community development      

projects. Currently Embrace supports projects in Israel, 

Palestine, Lebanon, Egypt and Syria. 

Vision: 

Lives and communities in the Middle East transformed by 

the compassion of Christ. 

Mission: 

To partner with Middle East Christians as they bring     

healing and hope to all who face poverty and injustice. 

Why are we supporting this charity? 

To fulfil our commitment to support charities that work for 

peace and reconciliation. Embrace includes a project called 

MAKING PEACE which provides workshops for Israeli and 

Palestinian women to meet and gain understanding of 

each other’s experiences.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS TO COME IN EARLY  2019 (Also see page 15) 

Launch of the Lent Appeal at the  

 Shrove Tuesday Supper 5 March 

 Lent Bible Study – Living Fruitfully  

Look out for details in the church notices and on 

www.amchurchsheffield.co.uk 
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A delightful story celebrating the lives of 

The Three Trees 
Once upon a mountain top, three 

little trees stood and dreamed of 
what they wanted to become 
when they grew up. 

The first little tree looked up at 
the stars and said: “I want to hold 

treasure. I want to be covered with gold and filled with 
precious stones. I’ll be the most beautiful treasure chest in 
the world!” 

The second little tree looked out at the small stream    
trickling by on its way to the ocean. “I want to be travelling 
mighty waters and carrying powerful kings. I’ll be the 
strongest ship in the world!” 

The third little tree looked down into the valley below 
where busy men and women worked in a busy town. “I 
don’t want to leave the mountain top at all. I want to grow 
so tall that when people stop to look at me, they’ll raise 
their eyes to heaven and think of God. I will be the tallest 
tree in the world.” 

Years passed. The rain came, the sun shone, and the little 
trees grew tall. One day three woodcutters climbed the 
mountain. 

The first woodcutter looked at the first tree and said, “This 
tree is beautiful. It is perfect for me.” With a swoop of his 
shining axe, the first tree fell. 

Now I shall be made into a beautiful chest. I shall hold 
wonderful treasure!” the first tree said. 

The second woodcutter looked at the second tree and said, 
“This tree is strong. It is perfect for me.” With a swoop of 
his shining axe, the second tree fell. 

“Now I shall sail mighty waters!” thought the second tree. 
“I shall be a strong ship for mighty kings!” 

The third tree felt her heart sink when the last woodcutter 
looked her way. She stood straight and tall and pointed 
bravely to heaven. 

But the woodcutter never even looked up. “Any kind of 
tree will do for me,” he muttered. With a swoop of his 
shining axe, the third tree fell. 

The first tree rejoiced when the woodcutter brought her to 
a carpenter’s shop. But the carpenter fashioned the tree 
into a feedbox for animals. 

The once beautiful tree was not covered with gold, nor 
with treasure. She was coated with sawdust and filled with 
hay for hungry farm animals. 

The second tree smiled when the woodcutter took her to a 
shipyard, but no mighty sailing ship was made that day. 
Instead, the once strong tree was hammered and sawed 
into a simple fishing boat. She was too small and too weak 
to sail on an ocean, or even a river; instead, she was taken 
to a little lake in Galilee. 

The third tree was confused when the woodcutter cut her 
into strong beams and left her in a lumberyard. 

“What happened?” the once tall tree wondered. “All I ever 
wanted was to stay on the mountain top and point to 
God...” 

Many, many days and night passed. The three trees nearly 
forgot their dreams. 

But one night, golden starlight poured over the first tree as 
a young woman placed her newborn baby in the feedbox. 

“I wish I could make a cradle for him,” her husband      
whispered. 

The mother squeezed his hand and smiled as the starlight 
shone on the smooth and the sturdy wood. “This manger is 
beautiful,” she said. 

And suddenly the first 
tree knew he was 
holding the   greatest 
treasure in the world. 

 

 

 

 

One evening a tired traveller and his friends crowded into 
the old fishing boat. The traveller fell asleep as the second 
tree quietly sailed out into the lake. 

Soon a thundering and thrashing storm arose. The little 
tree shuddered. She knew she did not have the strength to 
carry so many passengers safely through with the wind and 
the rain. 

The tired man awakened. He stood up, stretched out his 
hand, and said, “Peace.” The storm stopped as quickly as it 
had begun. 

And suddenly the second tree knew he was carrying the 
king of heaven and earth. 

One Friday morning, the third tree was startled when her 
beams were yanked from the forgotten woodpile. She 
flinched as she was carried through an angry jeering crowd. 
She shuddered when soldiers nailed a man’s hands to her. 

She felt ugly and harsh and cruel. 

But on Sunday morning, when the sun rose and the earth 
tremble with joy beneath her, the third tree knew that 
God’s love had changed everything. 

It had made the third tree strong. 

And every time people thought of the third tree, they 
would think of God. 

That was better than being the tallest tree in the world. 

The next time you feel down because you didn’t get what 
you want, sit tight and be happy because God is thinking of 
something better to give you. 

Source unknown 
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We offer everyone a warm welcome 
 to all our activities 

Young People’s activities 
In Holy Trinity Parish Centre,  Dobcroft Rd 
                             
    Monday    6.45 pm     Cubs 
                     7.30 pm     Explorers  
 

 Tuesday      6.15 pm     Brown-
ies 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Wed 8.0pm at St. John’s 94 Room 
New ringers warmly welcomed—come and 

have a go! 

 

COFFEE MORNINGS 

 10.30 am  fortnightly at  vari-
ous homes 

See weekly pewsheet available in 
church and website  (details at the bottom of 

the page) 

 

EASTER Edition of  TRIO  

 

DEADLINE for articles  
 

1st February 2019  

Published  1st March 2019 
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Choir  Practice 
9.20am Sunday 

In church  

 
  Holy Trinity  Millhouses 

    is  a  Fair Trade Church 

 

   Children’s term - time activities 
 

   In the Church Hall 
 Tuesday    5.30 pm Rainbows 
      Wednesday   10.00 am Tots 2 
 

      Thursday       10.00 am Tots 1 

 

Please use the Parish web site 
 

www. amchurchsheffield.co.uk 
 

and recommend it to others 
 

Another good source of church            
information is the weekly pewsheet   -   

always available at the back of church, which is 
open  during the day. 

Previous editions of TRIO can be            

Fancy playing snooker on a full sized table but 
don’t want to travel far…..? 

St. John’s Snooker Club                         
welcomes new members, 

male or female,  beginners or        
experienced, any age or     

religion           

The club meets at the 
church hall  on          

Abbeydale Road South                      
(opposite the Abbeydale      

        Sports Club)                                                    

on Mondays 
at 6.30pm  

Contact Michael Minns on 0114 274 7372 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Mondays fortnightly 2.30 pm 
See weekly pewsheet 

      At  219  Carterknowle  Road 

        34 Ranulph Court,   
 from  13 Sept,  
 
       alternate Thurs 9.30 

am 
ANY prayer requests can 

be made to  281 9860 
   Trefoil Guild  
   Every 3rd Monday 7.30pm 
   Room 94 St. John’s 
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