
Newsletter 24 
 
Dear All 
 
As May begins, we hope you are enjoying the better weather we have been having – 
overall! – and that the gardeners amongst us appreciated the recent rain. As blossom and 
leaves appear on the trees we thank God for his goodness and for being able to meet again 
in church and worship together. We pray for all who for whatever reason cannot join us and 
for healing and wholeness for all who are sick in body, mind or spirit. 
 
For our parish, May looks like being a busy and eventful month. We are rapidly approaching 
Peter’s retirement, with his last service on Trinity Sunday at Holy Trinity on Sunday 30th 
May. We pray for Peter and Joan at this time, and for our church wardens as they plan for 
the months ahead. 
 
It is also the month when we will be having our Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 23rd 
May. More details will be circulated shortly.  
 
As usual in May, Christian Aid Week will take place 10-16th May. This year, it focusses on 
helping those most affected by the climate crisis, those struggling to survive without a 
reliable source of water. As last year, we cannot do house-to-house collections, but as last 
year, Vanessa is hosting a Zoom quiz to raise money. It will be on the evening of Friday 14th 
May – details to follow. 
 
Ascension Day is on Thursday 13th May. We plan to hold an evening Eucharist, and details 
will be circulated separately.  
 
On Friday 7th May at 11am, Mike Morton-Thorpe and Angie will be leading the International 
Community of the Cross of Nails prayers, via Zoom. If you would like to join in with this short 
20-minute gathering, where there is chance to say the Litany prayer with people from 
around the world, the Zoom details are: 
https://zoom.us/j/881976123?pwd=MVFnQ1Rxb0Y2Y0dZNWcrT2M1V01oQT09 

Meeting-ID: 881 976 123 

Password: 637997 

 
Peter continues with his Parkinson’s challenge and is now into his final week.  He is grateful 
to those who have supported him so far by donating to the collection for the charity 
Parkinsons UK. It is not too late if you would like to sponsor him – either go the Justgiving 
page https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/peter-ingram3 or contact Peter directly. 
 
With our best wishes 
 
Peter and Angie 
 
 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/881976123?pwd=MVFnQ1Rxb0Y2Y0dZNWcrT2M1V01oQT09
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/peter-ingram3


Recent sermons 
 
Easter 4 Sunday 25 April 2021 - 10 am at St. John’s 
Readings: Acts 4.5-12; 1 John 3.16-end; John 10.11-18 
 
I am the Good Shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. (John 10.11) 
 
My old schoolfriend Margie sent a couple of emails recently telling us about her new lambs.  
At school she always wanted to be a vet but that ambition was thwarted when she found 
out she was allergic to fur. But she has now fulfilled it in a different way, living in rural 
Staffordshire with enough land to have sheep, hens and two horses.  
Margie was delighted that one of her ewes gave birth to quads – very unusual, but the 
fourth was below weight and did not feed well. Her grandchildren named her ‘Thin Lizzie’. 
Margie bottle fed her, giving her the best chance of survival.  An ideal story to introduce my 
reflections on today’s Gospel reading. 
 
Each Sunday in this season of Easter – six in all, before we move to the Ascension, we are 
required in the Church of England lectionary to read a set passage from the Acts of the 
Apostles. I suggest that this is to keep our memory of the resurrection alive for us and to 
show us how the apostles who witnessed it responded. And to be inspired by it. 
 
At the same time, in the set Gospel readings, we learn something of the character, 
behaviour and divinity of Jesus, and what he calls us to do in our lives. Last week, Beth 
spoke of three things that Jesus did to help the disciples come to terms with the shocking 
and surprising events of Jesus’ death and resurrection, to help them to process it. 
Today in the gospel reading, we hear about more characteristics of Jesus which apply to his 
whole ministry here on earth. He describes himself as the good shepherd.  
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. (John 10.11) 
 
This is one of seven ‘I am’ sayings found uniquely in the Gospel of John – the bread of life 
(6:35), the light of the world (8:12), the door (10:7), the good shepherd (10:11, 14), the 
resurrection and the life (11:25), the way the truth and the life (14:6) and the true vine 
(15:1).  
Each of these statements point us to the divinity of Jesus and show us what God is like. They 
echo the words of God to Moses from the burning bush when God said, I am who I am (Ex. 
3.14). 
 
It seems to me that ‘good shepherd’ is perhaps the easiest of the seven for us to identify 
with as humans, yet all are powerful metaphors. 
 
The ‘good shepherd’ metaphor in this reading shows three things about Jesus nature, and 
hence the divine nature and God’s love for us. 
 
He leads his sheep. 
He cares for his sheep. 
He knows his sheep. 
 



Leading his sheep At the time this gospel was written, shepherd was a common image 
synonymous with leader. In saying that he was a good shepherd, a good leader, this would 
be a scathing comment on those Israelite leaders who were poor leaders. This same imagery 
is used in Ezekiel Chapter 34: 
Ah, you shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed 
the sheep? You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fatlings; 
but you do not feed the sheep. (vv.2,3). 
 
In the original language, the word translated as ‘good’ means intrinsically good, beautiful, 
fair’. So, being a good leader means being an intrinsically good, beautiful – or attractive, and 
fair leader. This implies that people would want to follow, drawn to the leadership, not 
driven by the leader. It also implies just leadership, where all are treated equally. 
(india – VIP culture) 
 
He cares for the sheep. Ezekiel 34 lists the things that would be expected of a good 
shepherd: 
Feeding the sheep 
Strengthening the weak 
Healing the sick 
Binding up the injured 
Bringing back those who have strayed. 
This also fits in with the parable of the lost sheep in Luke’s gospel – the shepherd goes in 
search of the 100th sheep which is lost, and is not satisfied that the majority - 99 - have been 
found. Every single one is precious. 
 
An obvious metaphor for how God cares for all of humanity, and borne out in Jesus ministry 
when he was on earth to show us how much God loves and cares for us. 
 
He knows his sheep. If you know someone, you know them as an individual, their 
characteristics, their likes and dislikes, strengths and weaknesses. 
Jesus showed how he knew Thomas – his character, his needs – so he understood that it 
was important to Thomas to show him the wounds in his body. 
 
Psalm 23 describes how the Lord is our shepherd, a good shepherd, who provides what we 
need – ‘we shall not want’. 
He provides restoration, he leads us in good paths, he is there all the days of our lives, from 
birth onwards, including when things are dark or fearful. And he promises abundant, 
overflowing life for all eternity. 
 
What is our response to this ‘good shepherd’? The other reading set for today is 1 John 
3.16-34.  In this, we read that God abides in us and loves us and so we are invited to lay 
down our lives for one another. Perhaps we can ponder those words and see ourselves not 
only as sheep but as good shepherds. 
 
Sadly, Thin Lizzie did not make it but Margie can be assured that she was a good shepherd 
who did her best in serving the needs of Thin Lizzie all the days of her life, and of all of her 
sheep, whom she knows and cares for. 



Easter 5 Sunday 2 May 2021 - 10 am at Holy Trinity 
Readings: Acts 8:26-end, 1 John 4:7-end, Gospel John 15:1-8 
 
“My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
                                                                                                                                                John 15:8 
 
I like watching gardening programmes, whether it’s a garden rescue or makeover, with 
Charlie Dimmock and the Rich brothers or Alan Titchmarsh and team, or of course 
Gardeners world with Monty Don, I’m a bit like Monty Don – well I have a retriever that 
follows me about in the garden!! I’m always fascinated by the process of growing from 
seeds, I’ve never really been that successful, but it seems to me that when you sow a seed, 
there is the first anticipation of waiting for germination. Depending on what species you 
grow, this can take anything from a few days to several months, or even years. Grape seeds 
take between two and eight weeks – the more sunlight the seed receives each day, the 
quicker the germination. 
 
But then, as any gardener knows, there is the thinning-out process. Most people (me!) plant 
several seeds per pot in the hope that at least one will grow. If they all germinate they 
compete for light and nutrients. It can feel counterintuitive to choose just one (especially for 
a Yorkshire man) the strongest and most promising, to grow on, and get rid of the others, 
but it is a process which has to be done in order to grow a strong plant. Many gardeners get 
sentimental about their seedlings and attempt to grow them on. This doesn’t end well-
instead of growing one strong plant, they end up with two or more plants which are weaker 
and slower-growing. 
 
Later when the grapevine has established itself and is growing into a sturdy plant, it will 
start to throw out shoots. Now, again, decisions have to be made-only one or two shoots 
can be allowed to grow and be trained up stakes to become fruiting branches, the rest being 
cut back. In vineyards around the world this is known as the Guyot system. (When you train 
one or two fruiting arms along a main wire) 
 
The parable in today’s Gospel makes hard reading. Having cut away all but a couple of 
branches of his grapevine, the vine-grower then removes any remaining ones that are not 
fruiting and throws them on the fire. He is interested only in the branches that bear fruit – 
the rest are expendable.  What God wants, the parable says, is disciples who will bear much 
fruit. Those who abide in Jesus will bear fruit, but those who do not bear fruit will be cast 
aside as rubbish, their lack of fruitfulness evidence of their lack of faithfulness as disciples. 
The relationship of dependence that exists between the branch and the vine reflects that 
between the disciple and Jesus. Just as the branch cannot fruit by its own efforts without 
being part of the vine, neither can disciples bear fruit in their lives without abiding in Jesus. 
While that is great for the branches that bear fruit, we cannot help but think it is less good 
news for the branches that are pruned and thrown into the fire. And, if we are honest, many 
of us are probably thinking that we are more likely to be cut off and thrown away – an idea 
that is quite challenging if we believe in a loving God – because we fear we may not be very 
good at bearing fruit. 
 



There are no easy answers to the conundrum of how a loving God can advocate pruning and 
discarding those who God has created. Maybe the parable is about not merely living for 
ourselves – the unfruitful branches – but through our lives providing substance and 
nourishment to others. And, as any gardener knows, pruning fruitful branches will make 
them more fruitful next season – so even the fruitful disciple can expect setbacks and 
challenges in life. Whatever the true meaning, however, what we can do is ask ourselves 
what fruitfulness might look like in our own lives. 
 
Fruitfulness is about abundance – one seed yielding a great quantity of sweet fruit, out of all 
proportion to the original seed. It’s about bounty – generosity, not only in terms of money 
and material resources, but also generosity of mind and spirit. It is about celebration – 
God’s gift of soil, rain and sun have brought into being something out of almost nothing, 
something good that enriches and sustains life. 
 
With the seed of God’s word planted in our hearts, how best can we be fruitful? Each 
person’s opportunities will be different, but we can each commit to abiding in Jesus and 
consciously seek to bear fruit that glorifies God. Our lives can bear fruit in our actions, our 
words, our relationships and our attitudes to God’s creation. If our lives benefit only 
ourselves, we have to question whether we are, in fact, the unfruitful branches. 
 
 
 


