
The Parable of the Good Shepherd  John 10 1-10 

In this passage from Johns Gospel,  Jesus  uses language that he knows many of his listeners 

will be familiar with . After all many of them are shepherds tending sheep on the hills 

around Jerusalem where he is speaking. And weren’t shepherds the first to hear of Jesus 

birth from the Angel Gabriel ? 

The life of the shepherd was hard in first century Israel.  In the cold winter nights wild 

animals prowled looking for sheep to catch and worse, thieves were about looking for those 

to steal. Even today, sheep stealing is still a major crime in the hills and peaks of England . In 

2019 £300 million worth of Sheep were stolen from the hills of England.  

First century Shepherd had to be constantly on their guard and their sheep knew the 

shepherds voice and the shepherd knew each of the individual sheep. 

And this is what Jesus begins to tell his listeners. He can be likened to a good shepherd who 

knows each one of his sheep by name and who does his best to keep his followers safe. Its 

as if Jesus is telling us that we are safe on his care and love but that forces are at work to 

steal us away from him. These forces may be the cares of the world, the pursuit of success 

or simply our neglect of Jesus teaching. 

14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me—  

15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

In this parable Jesus also talks about himself as the gate to safe pasture. It is through him 

that we  can enter this safe space.   Thieves may try to get  to us but they cannot get past 

Jesus when and if we place our trust in him. By saying that the Good Shepherd will lay down 

his life for his sheep Jesus is alluding to exactly that which he is soon to do. We are to 

understand in this parable the extent of Gods love for us. It is a love and care which will lead  

even to the death of Jesus. I have always found this final prayer of Jesus, made just before 

his arrest ,particularly compelling 

And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 

you. Holy Father protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they 

may be one, as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them in your name 
that[a] you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost. 

We worship a God who loves us, knows us by name and cares how we are. We are 

safe with him but it can’t be guaranteed without and  we have to play our part This  

seems to me to be well summarised in this verse from Act of the Apostles 

 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer.  

Stay safe and be blessed 
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