
Epiphany 2 2021 10 am streamed from Holy Trinity 
Readings: 1 Samuel 3:1-10; John 1.43-end 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
At Morning prayer last Monday, we heard about Mary Slessor. She was born in 
Dundee in 1848. She worked in a mill from the age of 11 and came to faith as a 
teenager. She became engaged in outreach work among the deprived youth 
and developed an interest in overseas mission work – an unusual thing for a 
woman at that time. Alongside 12 hour working days in the mill, six days a 
week, she also studied to equip herself for mission work. 
Aged 28, she joined the Scots United Presbyterian mission and moved to live in 
a local community in West Africa. She became fluent in the local languages and 
was accepted and loved by the local communities because she understood and 
accepted the local culture. She helped outcast women and she adopted 
unwanted children. She opposed and eventually abolished local practices such 
as trial by ordeal and human sacrifice. She encouraged these indigenous 
peoples to engage in trade. With all of this, she earned the respect of local 
leaders and the British colonial administration. She was affectionately known 
as Ma Slessor to her people. 
Mary remained in Africa to the end of her life in 1915. 
 
This is a remarkable story of a woman living out her calling. This must have 
started when she came to faith as a teenager, did outreach work among 
Dundee youth and then became interested in overseas mission work. Did she 
realise it was a calling, or did she just do what came naturally to her? 
 
Our two bible readings today speak about calling.  The young Samuel was 
called by God – he heard God’s voice, but it needed the older and more 
experienced Eli to recognise this; the disciples were ‘called’ to follow Jesus. He 
directly invited them, although they also were intrigued by him and wanted to 
be around him. 
This has set me thinking this week about questions relating to this notion of 
‘calling’: 
 

1. Who is it for?  
2. How does it happen?  
3. What may we be called to do? 

 
 



1. Who is it for?  
As I have been thinking about calling, I have come across people who have 
clearly had a calling to all sorts of things. It is not just for ordained ministers, 
but for everyone: 

• The wildlife cameraman who, as a young boy, was fascinated by a 
photograph of an arctic wolf. Later, he found himself with the 
opportunity to go to the arctic himself and film there. His passion and 
enthusiasm for this job was immense – he clearly loved what he was 
doing. 

• The farmer who loved farming – and said, “heaven forbid that my 
children should want to do the same thing, but you never know.” So, for 
him, a calling that he realised is tough but he still felt compelled to do it.  

I wonder if this applies to all of the dedicated nurses and doctors working in 
Covid wards at this time? 
 
I suggest that we are all called to something – not always impressive or 
glamorous, but perhaps mundane and everyday. During the Covid-19 
pandemic, we have grown to appreciate the vast range of key workers – those 
people who do all sorts of tasks to make our everyday lives comfortable and 
safe and healthy and provided for: Cleaners, refuse collectors, supermarket 
staff, health workers, medical staff, carers, scientists, researchers, funeral 
directors, and, dare I say it – politicians! A whole range of gifts and skills put to 
use. 
So, if every one of us has a calling, how does it happen? 
 

2. How does it happen?  

• Samuel heard a voice, which Eli realised was the voice of God.  

• Philip and Nathanael didn’t hear a voice, but they came across Jesus and 
felt drawn to him and found themselves responding to a call simply to 
follow him.  

• For people like Mary Slessor or the farmer I mentioned, they had a 
growing interest which developed into a lifelong commitment;  

• for some people, like the wildlife cameraman, it is something they see 
and are naturally passionate about; 

• Some who go on to ordained ministry often say it is something they 
vaguely sense but try to put aside and ignore but eventually, with the 
help and discernment of others as well as openness to God, they have to 
give in!  

• For some, it may simply be exercising a natural talent or gift.  



• For others, it may be unclear, but in the meantime they get on and offer 
to serve in whatever way is needed at the time – and with hindsight, 
realise that they have been exercising this as a ‘calling’. 

Perhaps you recognise one of these routes as you reflect on your life? 
 

3. What may we be called to? 
As we will be starting Lent next month, we have been looking at some of the 
resources available. One book and study guide promoted by the Church of 
England has the title ‘God’s story, Our Story’. The blurb says “Both the book 
and the accompanying daily reflections encourage all Christians to think 
about their calling, how to share their faith and reflect on the difference 
Christ makes in our lives.” The book by Hannah Steele is entitled Living His 
Story, and a review states “With warmth and encouragement, she shows us 
how we can live Jesus’ story in our own lives simply by being the people God 
made us and allowing people to be drawn to him through our natural gifts.” 
So, where some of us may be daunted by impressive acts by people like Mary 
Slessor, or may feel that we don’t know how to share our faith, this 
encourages us and affirms us that we all can be ‘missionaries’ simply by being 
the people God made us to be and using our natural gifts. 
All of this adds up to the fact that we can all be ‘missionaries’ in the sense of 
continuing the ministry and mission that Jesus began in his three short years 
between his baptism and crucifixion. Initially this responsibility was taken on 
by those disciples we heard about today who then had three years alongside 
Jesus, imbibing his character and attitude in loving, serving, teaching, healing, 
challenging unjust structures and supporting the oppressed. And now, as 
disciples of Jesus many generations on, the baton has passed to us.  
 
If it had not been for Covid 19, we would be sharing in worship with Milhouses 
Methodists around now, with the annual Covenant Service, in which we offer 
ourselves again at the start of a new year, to serve God in whatever way we 
feel called. 
 
This is something for us to ponder in the weeks ahead. At the end of her life, it 
was clear that Mary Slessor had a calling and served God in the way that she 
was fitted for with her unique gifts and interests. We may all ask ourselves: 
 
As I look back on my life, what would I say has been my calling? 
And as I offer myself to God at the start of this year, what am I being called 
to now? 

Amen 


