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From the vicarage…. 

In 1979 a young(ish!) man, one lunchtime, 

knocked on the vicarage door.  The vicar          an-

swered. 

The young man said “I need to talk to you, I’m 

not sure what’s going on and I’ve kept putting 

this off, I know it’s madness but I keep having this 

feeling and thoughts about being called to ordi-

nation”.   

The vicar said, “Come in, I’ve known for some 

time but I’m just surprised it’s taken so long”. 

So began a journey, which from that moment in 

Wheatley Hills has been about moving on 

through five years of study and exploration     be-

fore being ordained deacon in 1986, and then 

priest in 1987.  Moving to Maltby as a fresh-faced 

curate just post miners’ strike was a very fast 

learning curve. Then onto Snaith, five churches in 

small rural communities. 

Unbelievably, one of the communities just      out-

side Pollington, called Balne, I had lived at as a 

small boy when Dad was farming. 

The journey continued to Adwick-le-Street, and 

Skelbrooke in Doncaster for a further thirteen 

years and then in 2005 we moved to Holy Trinity 

Millhouses, eventually joining with St John the 

Evangelist Abbeydale.  And now an exciting new 

chapter in the journey as I move on from           

full-time parish ministry into retirement and the 

opportunity to reflect on a very privileged and 

special journey.  A journey with people,           

wonderful people of faith, people of no faith, 

many moments that have left me feeling        

humbled by peoples’ devotion and commitment, 

times of great joy, times of the deepest hurt and 

sadness, I can look back and thank God for the 

many wonderful colleagues I have served with, 

and the most important constant support of fam-

ily and friends. 

The biggest constant on my journey has been 

knowing that God has been walking alongside me  
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and I hope that in my own ministry I have been 

able to walk alongside others on their own      

journey.  I am reminded of the Emmaus Road 

where the disciples were unknowingly                 

accompanied by Jesus eventually recognising him 

in the breaking of bread.  There have been many 

times when I have needed the assurance of   

knowing that I have been accompanied on my 

own journey of faith but constantly strengthened 

by being able to share in the sacrament of Holy 

Communion.  Now I find myself moving on again 

but this time into retirement from parish ministry.  

Although I retire from the parish scene I will not 

be retiring as a priest, always on my own travels 

of faith God has led me to the next stop.  Who 

knows what God may have in store for me for the 

future years?  It is with a mixture of emotions that 

I do leave here but I am reminded of the saying of 

one of my past bishops, “let go and let God be 

God”, and I really wonder what adventure God is 

leading me into next, or what your own              

adventures may be!        So in the meantime: 

  May the road rise up to meet you. 

  May the wind be always on your back. 

  May the sun shine upon your face. 

  May the rain fall soft upon your field, 

  And until we meet again 

  May God hold you in the palm of his                    

 hand. 

       Peter 
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for our Parish  ? 

Over the past few years there have been many 

changes to the structure of the Church of       

England. The days of ‘one church, one vicar’ are 

long gone! The Diocese of Sheffield are now    

developing team ministries, with ‘Oversight   

Ministers’ working with teams of clergy and lay 

people. The Parish of Abbeydale and Millhouses 

hopes to appoint a full-time, paid,   Oversight 

Minister instead of a vicar after Peter leaves.     

Angie Lauener will still be our self-supporting, 

(i.e. unpaid!), part-time Associate Priest and a 

vital part of the Parish Team, as she is now. 

The DRAFT timescale for appointing 

an Oversight Minister is: 
 

June/July  
The Church Wardens and PCC, (Parochial Church 

Council), will meet with the Associate             

Archdeacon of the Diocese, and the Area Dean, 

(Vicar of Ecclesall), to outline a ‘Parish Profile’. 

This is a description of the Parish of Abbeydale 

and Millhouses, including  geography,             

population, socio-economy, churchmanship, 

needs and aspirations!). 

They will also elect Parish representatives to  

finalise the profile and produce an advert. 
 

September   
 

The PCC, with the Archdeacon and Parish         

Patrons, finalise the profile and the ad, and     

select an interviewing panel. 

October   

The ad will go out. 
 

November/December   

Interviews will be held — subject to applications! 
 

March April  2022  

Hopefully an Oversight Minister will start work in 

the Parish, assuming there ae no delays in the        

process! 
 

During these months, (an Interregnum in     

church-speak!), the four Church Wardens run the 

show! It is important to remember that they are 

VOLUNTEERS and two are still working. Angie is 

unpaid and part-time so it will be impossible to 

hold as many services as in the past and some 

services will be reliant on the goodwill of     

neighbouring clergy.  Until a new person is        

appointed, therefore, there will be just one     

service per week, on Sunday morning, in either 

Holy Trinity or St. John’s.  It is hoped that this will 

be a Eucharist and that zooming/phone-ins will 

continue for the time being.   
 

In conclusion, Church Warden Liz Frost sends 

this message: 
 

“It is the Church Wardens’ responsibility to try to  

ensure that services and the well being of the Parish 

continue as smoothly as possible, there will be      

hiccups along the way that is for sure, but knowing 

our congregation they will give us their total support 

and we will get through this period of interregnum 

knowing God is with us on this journey.” 

More than ever during the Interregnum, it will be 

important to check on the Parish website or ring 

the Parish Office for up-to-date information     

regarding services and other activities. 

Psalm 121:1-2 niv 
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One More Step 
Everybody has been impacted by Covid-19. 

From tragically losing loved ones, to missing  

social contact, adapting to working from home or 

losing a job, the pandemic has affected all our 

lives. As we journey through life, we learn to be 

resilient, to accept that challenges will come 

along and learn from them. This last year,    

however, has been quite exceptional. This has 

tested the faith of many. At times like this I am 

reminded of a profound quote from AA Milne:  

  ‘You are braver than you believe, stronger           
than you seem, smarter than you think, and 

loved more than you'll ever know.’ 
 
Thinking about our career journeys, for many of 
us the way we do our jobs may have altered  
forever, and for some of us we may have had to 
completely change career. At the end of March 
2020, I left work for the last time, assuming that I 
would be back a few weeks later. As the news 
came through that the UK was going into      
lockdown it slowly dawned on me that I may not 
be back quite so quickly. Soon, my industry was 
at a point of devastation and I, like many other 
people around the world, was facing               
redundancy. A hundred questions flashed 
through my mind; can I do a different job? What 
are my talents? How can I go through dozens of 
interviews? Will any company hire me? Will I 
lose my home? There were moments of         
confusion, doubt and fear. However, there was 
also an amazing opportunity to choose a      
completely new career path. Over a year later, I 
am walking on my new journey with increased 
confidence and renewed faith. 

As we all take our next step, the hymn played at 
many school leavers’ assemblies comes to mind, 
‘one more step along the world I go’. There is 
hope for the future and so many talents and   
joyous moments yet to be discovered.  

 One more step along the world I go, 

 One more step along the world I go; 

 From the old things to the new, 

 Keep me travelling along with you: 

 And it's from the old I travel to the new; 

 Keep me travelling along with you. 

 Round the corners of the world I turn, 

 More and more about the world I learn; 

 All the new things that I see 

 You'll be looking at along with me. 

 And it's from the old I travel to the new; 

 Keep me travelling along with you. 

 As I travel through the bad and good, 
 Keep me travelling the way I should. 
 Where I see no way to go, 
 You'll be telling me the way, I know. 
 And it's from the old I travel to the new; 
 Keep me travelling along with you. 

  Give me courage when the world is rough, 
  Keep me loving though the world is tough; 
 Leap and sing in all I do,                                               
 Keep me travelling along with you: 
 And it's from the old I travel to the new; 
 Keep me travelling along with you. 

 You are older than the world can be, 
 You are younger than the life in me; 
 Ever old and ever new, 
 Keep me travelling along with you: 
 And it's from the old I travel to the new 
 Keep me travelling along with you. 

The young author of this story wishes to remain       

anonymous. 

 

“Everything continues in 

a state of rest until it is 

compelled to change by 

forces impressed  upon   

 it”   

Isaac Newton 
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The trouble is that this  project has dragged on for 
so long that it has had to be updated several 
times by different people. Lack of continuity runs 
the risk that simple details can be overlooked. So 
where are we now? 
 
Brexit, Covid, prejudice against Sheffield and the 
north have all been blamed for the slow progress. 
It no longer matters because it was agreed back 
in September. We can well ask why, if it was 
agreed so long ago,  was it not announced until 
March? We can ask, but the answers are all tied 
up with politics and budgets. Suffice to say that 
Volker/Story issued  a press release to announce 
they'd got the £80m main contract, part of a 
£137m investment, before the Department for 
Transport officially announced the project was to 
go ahead!  
 
The project has to be completed by the end of 
September 2023. Preparations will be slowly 
ramping up as final measurements are confirmed 
with the main work site to be set up on the railway 
triangle. It will have to be fenced off and a       
temporary footpath kept open and away from the 
working areas. Some vegetation will be cleared 
along the west side of the triangle and along the 
Poynton Wood side of the tracks to allow the 
holding loop, or chord, to be built. No ancient 
trees are under threat and the ruins of Ebenezer 
Hall's Abbeydale Hall summer house will be    
protected.  
 
The major construction work starts in April 2022. 
There'll be some night work and trains will be 
stopped for some weekends. A longer nine days 
blockade from 23rd April 2023 will allow all the 
component parts of the track, platform, lifts and 
signalling to be completed without trains running. 
Volker/Story have undertaken to keep the      
community informed as the project progresses. 
Delivery details to be confirmed by the autumn.  
 
When it's all over we'll get tidied up and start to 
enjoy a better train service. Who knows we may 
get two trains an hour, every hour, into and out of 
Sheffield, that's our aim. 
 
In the meantime please come and try an almost 
empty train while you can. Commuters especially 

welcome. 

Going forward by train – there's light at the end of the three tunnels   

Back in the 1850s the Sheaf Valley was still     
relatively peaceful. A few water mills along the 
valley floor and a little industry like Totley    
Chemical works and what we know today as the 
Abbeydale Industrial Hamlet.  
 
That all changed in the 1860s when the railway 
came to build Bradway Tunnel and Twentywell 
Sick cutting. The mill pond at the bottom of 
Twenytwell Sick was filled in and today's railway 
triangle began to emerge. That was completed 
about 25 years later when the Hope Valley line 
through Totley Tunnel was completed. Not to be 
left out Dore got a smaller tunnel below the spoil 
heap to connect the two lines.    
 
By 1900 the railways were at the peak of their 
development and tracks into Sheffield were 
quadrupled. There were frequent services into 
and across the city. Three golf courses were 
within a mile, one named after the station, and 
the Abbeydale Sports Club was growing. People 
came out of the grimy centre to the open country 
and sports facilities. They were attracted to live in 
the houses being built up Dore Road, towards 
Totley and up Twentywell Lane.  Those train  
services attracted commuters who would get a 
paper, tobacco, books and postcards from the   
W. H. Smith's kiosk on the central platform. But 
the car was about to arrive.  
 
By 1985 railways were in steep decline and three 
of our platforms were demolished. A stopping 
service to New Mills ran only every two or three 
hours. But 1985 was the year when passenger 
rail use started to rise again. By 2000 it was clear 
that singling the tracks and platform had been a 
mistake. Passenger numbers were rising sharply, 
more than quadrupling by 2020-21. The amount 
of cement and limestone coming out of the Peak 
quarries has also risen steeply. More trains need 
to run. 
 
The scheme to redouble has been in the pipeline 
of projects for over 20 years. It's been a long 
haul with public consultations in 2013 and twice 
in 2015, followed by a public inquiry in 2016.  
Network Rail listened.  

From 
  

Chris Morgan, Chairman, 
Friends of Dore and Totley 
Station (FoDaTS) Website at; 
www.fodats.net/ 

Dore and Totley station carpark in May 
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Grove Gardening 

Friendly and reliable 

All aspects of garden maintenance 

lawns, hedges, pruning and planting 

Fully insured 

Please contact Jonathan Reid: 

Mobile 07745 384637 

jonathanandrhona@gmail.com 

53 Grove Road, Millhouses, S7 2GY 

mailto:jonathanandrhona@gmail.com


Fostering and Us!                                      
By Katie Bennett  

We are a family of eight - Mum, Dad and six   

children. Our fostering journey began in           

December 2016 when I was at a Christingle     

service. The lady next to me asked me, quite out 

of the blue, why we didn’t foster?  

Fostering was something my husband had     

mentioned a few times over the years, but with 

four birth children I felt our lives were busy 

enough! However, the idea grew and as our 

youngest was starting secondary school, we felt 

inspired to start the assessment process to      

foster. The assessment process lasted eight 

months and we were approved in October 2017. 

As you can imagine, the fostering system is    

complex and every situation is different, so our 

experience will be different to another foster 

family. 

We started by doing “Support Care” so we had 

children to stay with us who were already in a 

foster placement, but whose carers wanted a 

break. In April 2018 a 9 year old boy came to stay 

with us for nine days and we loved him from day 

one! We knew that he was in a “Task” placement 

which is temporary and he was in need of a    

permanent home. He became a member of our 

family in July 2018 and his younger brother, who 

was living with a different family, came to join us 

in November, 2019.  

Becoming a foster family was something which 

felt so “right”. I strongly believe it was God’s will 

for us to open our home to more children. 

The two boys we foster bring a great deal of joy 

to our family, and it is a new beginning for them. 

They will remain fostered not adopted and will 

still have contact with their birth family. 

Many people comment to me how “lucky” they 

are to have come to us, but it is important to   

remember the “loss” they have experienced too - 

their birth family, home, community,  culture. 

Becoming foster carers has meant entering a 

whole new world for my husband and I. We are 

very well supported by our own Social Worker, 

and the boys also have their own Social Worker 

to support them. We get to know many other 

foster carers, we can attend training and support 

groups; it is a very welcoming community. We 

also do our best to understand the complexities 

of the Care System. 

Our boys need a lot of nurturing and support as 

they missed out on some early childhood          

experiences, for example, singing nursery 

rhymes, being read to and imaginary play. Like 

most children in the Care System, they have    

experienced trauma. 

 Before Covid, they enjoyed activities such as 

football, swimming and horse riding; we can’t 

wait to get back to them. 

Fostering has been a blessing to us in many ways 

and our family is enriched as a result. 

Due to an editorial 

error, this moving 

article was         

omitted from the 

Easter edition and 

p12 duplicated. Sincere apologies to all, especially 

Katie.  What a wonderful example of love.                                                        

9 



MUSIC IN CHURCH   -                        

 PAST,   PRESENT and  FUTURE (?) 

When the Catholic Church convened the Council 

of Trent from 1545 – 1563 there were many   

areas of concern about practices in worship;  

music was one of the areas that was examined. 

There were two main complaints; some opined 

that music had become too elaborate and     

complicated and was detracting from the words 

and spirit of the Mass; others complained that 

popular tunes and melodies associated with the 

secular world had found their way into services 

and were thus trivialising and debasing worship.  
 

No definite conclusions were reached other than 

to ban “impure and lascivious practices”. The 

Cardinals would probably be surprised to learn 

that the debate on music in worship would    

continue for centuries and, 450 years later, 

would still focus on the same basic issues. It is 

said that the composer Palestrina wrote a Mass 

setting known as the Missa Papae Marcelli to 

demonstrate that polyphonic music with all it’s 

complexities was compatible with the              

requirements of worship. The Council of Trent 

was apparently satisfied!! 
 

Around the same time that the Council of Trent 

was meeting the Church of England was in it’s 

infancy; English composers were writing less 

complex music and mostly in English, (rather 

than Latin), for ordinary people to understand—

largely at the bidding of Elizabeth I.  
 

Three centuries later the author Anthony       

Trollope explores the argument in his immortal, 

satirical novels , “The Warden” and “Barchester 

Towers”.  

In the 20th century the movement started by 

Geoffrey Beaumont and others embracing a more 

popular style of hymn composition and singing 

was welcomed by some and abhorred by others. 

Some of these hymn tunes have now been        

absorbed into tradition. The modern tune, by  

Michael Brierley, to “At the name of Jesus” is 

now a traditional favourite, as is Patrick            

Appleford’s “Lord Jesus Christ” and Stuart 

Townend’s “In Christ alone”. 
 

One of the more notable ways in which music  in 

worship has embraced popular culture was in the 

creation of the carol. This came about in the 14th 

century because people wanted something less 

severe than the old Latin office hymns and    

something more vivacious than plainsong       

melodies. Carol tunes were initially folk-dance 

tunes, (i.e secular tunes). For a time they were 

banned as blasphemous and profane. Nowadays 

they are an established part of our Christmas 

worship. 
 

So what is the future of Church Music in the 21st 

Century? Already the issue has reached crisis 

point at Sheffield Cathedral, the latest in a sorry 

line of churches/cathedrals who have discovered 

how not to deal with it. There are, essentially, 

three attitudes to be considered : - 

1. Worship is best without the distraction of 

music altogether so the worshipper’s atten-

tion can be fully focussed on the Word. 

2. Popular forms of music should be              

introduced/maintained in church, so that 

people can worship in musical idioms with 

which they are familiar.  

3. The tradition of choral singing should be 

maintained as this has inspired and         

sustained worshippers over the years and 

will continue to do so. 

The Diocese of Sheffield, like many others, has 

endeavoured to embrace these various shades of 

opinion, reflected in the different styles of      

worship adopted by different churches, or       

embraced by the same church at different times. 
Concluded on next page 
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So what are the future options for our two 

churches? What will happen when restrictions 

are lifted and we can return to normal?  

Will both of our two choirs be operational?  

Will we return to separate services at our two 

churches with a joint service each month or will 

the current pattern of services on alternate 

weeks continue or will we have more joint        

services but retain some separate ones?  

Should we combine our two choirs to create one 

larger choir enabling us to be more versatile? 

 Should some services have more music than    

others?  

Should we record some music for use at one 

church if the choir is singing at the other?  

Should we make more use of and develop the 

Music Group, currently at Holy Trinity?  

Should the Music Group perform at St. John’s?  

What do we do about the organ at St. John’s? 

(Built to last 50 years, has now done 58 and 

needs an overhaul).  

Should we have a larger choral group to operate 

every few weeks. (including those who cannot 

commit to singing every week), such as we have 

done for special services in the past and,           

incidentally, including members of other church 

choirs such as Dore and St. James’ Norton.  

Is there scope for more collaboration with other 

churches on either a formal or informal            

basis?  We have, of course, done this for joint 

services in the past, mostly successfully, and 

have done so for special occasions, e.g.        

Christmas and Advent Carol Services, Passiontide     

music and occasional Choral Evensongs.  

These are some of the options facing us as we 

journey onwards; let us hope and pray that with 

God’s guidance we will have the wisdom to 

make the best decisions for our parish. 

 Alan Eost 

One of the Parish’s two Directors of Music 

  

Feeling old? (A light hearted look!) 

Just a line to say I’m living,  

I’m not among the dead 

Though I’m getting more forgetful,  

And mixed up in my head. 

I’ve got used to my arthritis,  

To my dentures I’m resigned. 

I can manage my bifocals, but, 

O God, I miss my mind. 

 

Sometimes I can’t remember,  

when I’m standing by the stairs 

If I should go up for something 

Or I’ve just come down from there. 

And before the fridge so often 

My mind is filled with doubt: 

Now, did I put some food away, 

Or come to take it out? 

 

If it is my turn to write to you 

I hope you won’t get sore 

If I repeat some incidents  

That I have said before. 

Just remember I do love you 

And wish that you lived near 

But now it’s time to send this off 

And say ‘Goodbye’ my dear. 

 

I stood before 

the mail box, 

But my face it 

sure got red 

 

 

Instead of 

mailing this to 

you, 

I opened it    

instead! 
 

Author unknown 
 

 

Thanks to the Revd. Brian Cranwell 
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Philippa Wilson, our 

Parish’s Children and Families’ 

Worker, ismoving on … 

In June, I will be moving on from my current role 

as Children & Families Worker in the parishes of 

Holy Trinity Millhouses & St John’s Abbeydale 

and St Peter & St Oswald’s after almost five 

years, and starting a new role with the Sheffield 

Methodist Circuit as their Children’s Coordinator.  

The Sheffield Methodist Circuit comprises about 

60 churches in Sheffield and the surrounding    

area, from Dronfield to Stocksbridge. Across 

those churches there are a small number of paid 

workers in a similar role to mine here in           

Millhouses, and very many volunteers, who 

(covid aside) run lots of groups and activities for 

children and families: for example, toddler 

groups, youth groups, Messy Church and special 

events such as the annual Christmas Tree Festival 

at Millhouses Methodist. My primary                 

responsibility as Children’s Coordinator will be to 

support and equip those people. This might     

include useful training on practical things (like 

safeguarding or first aid); on new ideas (like     

outdoor church); or on how to welcome all   

members of our community well (like making 

groups accessible to children or grown-ups with 

additional needs). It will also include supporting 

churches with help and advice, and being an   

extra pair of helping hands.  

My main challenge is that, of course, it’s not just 

me that is “journeying on”. It’s all of the churches 

and congregations too. The upheaval of the last 

year has given churches the opportunity – or the 

imperative – to stop and think: do our current 

activities actually meet the needs of our           

congregation or community? Are there things 

we’d like to do differently, or to stop doing    

completely?  

Maybe there are new things we’d like to start 

instead? And of course this is happening on an 

individual level too, as so many of us were forced 

into a different pace of life and are emerging a 

year later with resolutions not to be as “busy” as 

before, and thus may no longer want to be a vol-

unteer, or to attend as many activities as they did 

previously. So it will be a challenge to support 

congregations and leaders as they work out new  

ways to move forward.  

In some ways it is a good time to be starting 

something new because there is a sense in which 

everyone is starting with a clean slate. It will be 

much easier to encourage change and new ideas 

when we’re already out of a normal routine.  

Concluded on next page 

"Thankyou to Philippa for all 

the support you have given 

to our little ones".  

Philippa at work!! 
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Our best wishes and prayers 

go with Philippa on her new 

venture.  

But it’s also a strange time to be leaving: I waved 

goodbye to many of our toddler members 15 

months ago saying “We’ll probably see you after 

Easter, no more than a few months I’m sure!” 

but another Easter has passed since then, and 

there is a slight sense of “unfinished business” in 

not being able to say goodbye to many of those    

families, because I will have moved on by the 

time those toddler groups return. And indeed, so 

will many of the families: children moving up to 

primary school, starting nursery, parents           

returning to work after parental leave, or life 

simply moving on.  

It is undoubtedly the relationships that I will miss 

the most: seeing children that I met as newborn 

babies when I first started, now getting ready to 

start school in the autumn. This has been really 

special, and it’s been a joy to get to know parents, 

grandparents, childminders, siblings through   

various church activities, as we make crafts, drink 

tea or worship together.  

It has been great to be involved in setting up new 

things to bring families or community together, 

such as the Spring Fairs, Café Church and Film 

Club at St Oswald’s, and I am pleased that –       

although I will be leaving my employment at the 

church – I will remain a member of the 

congregation at Abbeydale and       

Millhouses, so won’t be entirely      

leaving these things behind just yet! 

My hope for the future of this parish is 

that we will (continue to) be a place 

where the community knows that it is 

welcome – be that once a year at the 

Christmas Fair, weekly in the hall for 

ballet or karate lessons, or as part of 

the regular worshipping congregation 

on a Sunday. And I hope that we will 

be able to do a good job of showing 

welcome and love to all of our     

neighbours who pass through our 

doors. 

Two of the children    

express their thanks for 

all Philippa has done. 
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 New  Beginnings 

  

 Each chapter that is ending 

 Leads us to a new beginning. 

 The past that we are leaving 

 Means a future we are winning. 

 

 Each change that fills the present 

 Sets the stage for our tomorrow, 

 And how we meet each challenge 

 Helps determine joy or sorrow. 

 

 In every new beginning 

 Spirit plays a vital part. 

 We must approach tomorrow 

 With a strong and steady heart. 

  

 So as we turn the corner 

 Let's apprehension shed 

 And fill our hearts with               

     confidence 

 As we proceed ahead.” 
 
    Bruce B. Wilmer 



Friends of Millhouses Park look 

forward to the summer … 

Although we are unable to plan our usual          

activities due to continuing Covid restrictions, we 

are starting to think about plans for the future 

and would love to have your input.  

The playground will be having the new slide unit 

fitted as well as some other smaller work       

completed over the next few months, and we 

would like to thank everyone who helped 

achieve this via donations and sharing the     

fundraising more widely.  

What else do you think needs doing in the park? 

We would love to hear your thoughts on what 

could or should be fixed or implemented or      

improved, and would like you to email your    

suggestions please to : 

 contact @friendsof millhousespark.org 

Obviously, every suggestion will be subject to 

possibility, practicality, funding and workload, so 

we welcome offers of support and involvement 

too!  

In order to get any plans off the ground, we will 

be keeping our fundraising page open for the 

foreseeable future. To donate or share the link, 

please visit our website: 

 www.friendsofmillhousespark 

We very much look forward to hearing your     

ideas and working with you to keep the park as a 

wonderful place for all.  

The deserted playgroud during the winter lockdown 

Supporting others on a difficult journey… 

Nikki Macdonald-bell tells of a recent      

experience in Millhouses Park 

In the early morning of Saturday 13th March I 
was walking through Millhouses park, I noticed as 
I was getting near the cricket pitch that the river 
was very high. Something caught my eye and I 
suddenly spotted a female hovering near the 
water's edge.  

Approaching with caution, I called out to ask if 
she was okay, but it soon became very clear to 
me this young, (or middle-aged), woman was  
extremely distressed and agitated.  

I slowly and calmly directed her away from the 
water's edge and we sat on a nearby bench. I 
asked her name, but she was very confused and 
rambling somewhat frantically: "I must go, "I've 
got to go". I asked her gently where she was    
going and she pointed to the river. I put my hand 
up to say " no".  

Unfortunately, and somewhat unusually for    
Millhouses park, there was no-one about at all.  

I contacted the police, explaining where we were 
and what had happened. At that point I didn't 
know if she had been attacked, but clearly she 
was emotionally very unwell.  

They thanked me for stopping to help, but if I had 

not done so this dramatic encounter could have 

had a much more dramatic ending.  

15 
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The lovely photograph of stepping stones on 
the ‘Trio’ cover reminded me of one of my   
favourite hymns: 

One more step along the world I go, 

One more step along the world I go; 

From the old things to the new, 

Keep me travelling along with you…  

Composed by Sydney Carter (1915-2004), it 
was written for an end of Summer term       
service at Southwark Cathedral School in 
1971. The hymn reflects life as a journey.     
Although it does not directly reference ‘God’, 
it calls upon Him to be our companion and 
guide along the way, through good times and 
bad. I heard this hymn sung on ‘Songs of 
Praise’ at a low point of my life, and it seemed 
fortuitous: just the right thing at the right time. 
It helped, and perhaps it was meant to. It    
always cheers me up. 

And back to the stepping stones, again.        
No-one knows who invented stepping stones, 
but along with simple log bridges they are 
probably among the earliest ways to cross 
inland water courses that were devised by  
humans. 

Dictionary definition: ‘one of a series of 
stones acting as footrests for crossing 
streams, marshes, etc’; or ‘circumstance 
that assists progress towards some goal’. 
(Collins English Dictionary). 

They are often referenced in this figurative 
way, such as: 

‘The difference between stumbling blocks 
and stepping stones is how you use them’ .
(Anon). 

‘Every charitable act is a stepping stone 
towards heaven’, (Henry Ward Beecher, 
American Congregationalist clergyman,      
social reformer and preacher). 

So stepping stones are viewed and used in a 
positive way, as a means to cross an obstacle 
and move forward. After all, no one wants a 
wet foot! 

 

And a final – short – set of stepping stones, 
near Buckden on a beautiful day’s hike. How 
many people have crossed these stones over 
the years? 

An action shot, on a hot day. There was an    
incentive to reach the other side: a country 
pub with cool drinks. 

There are all sorts of journeys, and all sorts of 
obstacles to cross. 

Many others have come, and will come, this 
way. 

And to leave you with a final thought: 

“Our greatest glory is not in never falling, 
but in rising every time we fall,” (Confucius) 

And the good news for this thirsty, hot and 
hopeful hiker: he made it safely across, with 
dry feet, and enjoyed a cool lemonade on the 
other side. 

Claire Justice 

Helen Keller 

“When one door of happiness 

closes, another opens; but  

often we look so long at the 

closed door that we do not 

see the one that has been 

opened for us” 

17 
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The Neighbourhood Plan has been developed by the 

Neighbourhood Forum, which comprises all 1000+ 

member of the Dore Village Society, for an area      

including part of the Parish of Abbeydale and          

Millhouses in Abbeydale and Totley Rise. 

Neighbourhood Plans have been possible since April 

2012 under the Localism Act 2011. This enables  local 

communities to have an influence on planning        

decisions affecting development in the Area.  

The Dore Neighbourhood Plan will go to a local       

referendum, which if agreed by more than 50% of the 

votes cast becomes part of the Statutory Development 

Plan. 

 

 

The Main Aims of the Plan : 

• Protect the natural beauty of the Eastern Moorland Fringe of the Peak District National Park. 
• Protect and enhance the environmentally sensitive character of the Green Belt. 
• Conserve the character of the Dore Housing Area and encourage development of smaller homes. 
• Protect Local Green Space. 
• Support the viability and vitality of Dore Village Centre. 
• Preserve and enhance historic buildings. 
• Improve public transport provision and car parking management. 
 

David Crosby - Neighbourhood Plan Coordinator 

There has been considerable consultation and        

participation with residents in the Neighbourhood Area 

over the past ten years in developing the final Plan. 

The community has supported the development of the 

Plan at every stage and the development of the Plan 

has been supported by the two local planning          

authorities, The Peak District National Park authority 

and Sheffield City Council . 

It is hoped that the residents on the electoral register 

will vote for the Plan when the referendum is held in 

June. 

DORE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
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In pain? 

Are you suffering 

from: 

Headaches 

Lower back pain 

Neck pain 

Sciatica 

Scoliosis 

Numbness 

Tingling 

We can help 

We are at the corner of Whirlowdale Road and  

Abbeydale Road South,  tel: 0114 262 1999 

info@chirofirst.co.uk 
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The Duke of Edinburgh’s death, mourned by so 

many, saddened the nation. ‘The D. of E. Award 

Scheme’ he created helps young people face up 

to challenges and prepare for life ahead.       

Mike Cox, from Whirlow, recalls many happy              

encounters with his Royal Highness through the 

scheme. 

 Prince Philip – a personal 
memory 

I was so sad to hear the news of the death of 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. He has been a 
major influence in this country for almost three 
quarters of a century and has helped to support 
and sustain the Queen throughout her reign. 

I met Prince Philip on many occasions, the first 
being in March 1958 when I represented young 
people from Bristol at a Royal Film Premiere at 
the Odeon, Marble Arch. The Prince was guest of 
honour as the event was in aid of the 
Transantarctic Expedition. In December of that 
same year he accompanied the Queen on a visit 
to Bristol. They were to meet hundreds of young 
people at the Council House and, as the retiring 
chairman of the Bristol Youth Council, I escorted 
Prince Philip and introduced him to the young 
representatives of all the City’s youth               
organisations. Bristol was chosen to have one of 
the pilot schemes for the new Duke of              
Edinburgh’s Award Scheme and the following 
year I chaired a national conference of Youth 
Councils when the main speaker was the leader 
of the scheme. I also met Sir John Hunt, the first 
Director of the DEAS. 

In 1963 and 1965 I again met Prince Philip on his 
visits to the Award activities in Peterborough and 
Southampton. Then, in 1986 I became the Award 
Officer for Sheffield and spoke to him a number 
of times at the Award Conferences and at an 
Award winners’ presentation at St.James Palace. 
My wife and I were also invited to his 70th.    
Birthday Garden Party at Buckingham Palace 
where I was presented to him again during the 
walkabout. 

During the Award Conference at Cardiff in 1990 I 
spoke to Prince Philip and invited him to hold the 
next Conference in Sheffield. He told me he 
would be very happy to do so if I could arrange it 
with his staff.  

 

At this stage I had not even raised it with the 
Sheffield Council leaders but I did so on my       
return and they, (fortunately), agreed that the 
city would host the 1992 conference. There     
followed a number of meetings with civic leaders 
and DEA Director – at that stage Major General 
Michael Hobbs. I was told that it depended on 
whether there might be a state visit at that time.  

I said “You mean he won’t be able to come if 
there is.” “Oh no!” was Hobbs’ reply. “HRH would 
welcome a good excuse to be out of London if 
there is”. With help from the Cutlers Company, it 
was agreed that the Cutlers’ Feast in November 
1992 would have Prince Philip as the main   
speaker whilst he was in Sheffield for the Award 
Conference. 

The two-day Conference went well and I was   
impressed that Prince Philip took a major part in 
organising and chairing every session, which was 
held at the Crucible. On the evening of the first 
day I again escorted him and introduced him to 
civic leaders and some Award winners and      
personnel in the Crucible Studio before we both 
went to the Cutlers Hall for the Feast. My wife 
Kathleen was also invited to the Feast. 

My overall impression from the times I met him 
and through the work of the Award Scheme was 
that he was not simply a figurehead but took a 
very active role in the organisation. His leading 
role has been taken over by Prince Edward –  
himself a Gold Award winner. I escorted Prince      
Edward to meet Award winners when he opened 
the Meadowhall Centre in the late 80’s. To see 
how much work Prince Philip put into the 
scheme, you only have to look at the Royal      
diaries to see how often Prince Edward now does 
it.  I found that Prince Philip was not the gruff, 
stern man as he is often portrayed but someone 
who was humorous and easy to talk to if you had 
a shared interest. 

 

He will be    
sadly missed. 
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We are glad to report that our church is now open again for services on Sunday mornings  

at 10.30am and Thursday mornings at 11.00am.  The restrictions of social distancing and 

face coverings will apply at first, to be relaxed when government regulations allow.  We are looking forward to 

September when we shall be joined by a new minister, Rev Claude Kimpinde, who will also have charge of three 

other local churches. More news in September! 
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For up-to-date news please see our              
noticeboards and website: 

www.millhousesmethodistchurch.org.uk. 

Back in 2013, my husband, John and I retired from 

work and had opportunity to fulfil a long-held       

ambition to walk from John O’Groats to Land’s End. 

(JOGLE) We had talked about it for over 30 years 

and now, after much preparation, building up of 

fitness, buying of equipment and route planning, we 

were setting off, leaving all our responsibilities    

behind. It was a kind of sabbatical opportunity and 

we were very excited. 

 

 
At the start of our JOGLE journey 

 
 
We walked steadily, about fifteen miles a day,    

taking in the wonderful scenery of Scotland, down 

to Inverness, across the Great Glen Way to Fort 

William, and down the West Highland Way to 

Milngavie and Glasgow. 

Walking into England at Gretna Green was an   

exciting milestone. 

We felt very privileged to be able to take this ‘time 

out’ to ourselves. 

Unfortunately, I had been experiencing a lot of pain 

in my feet and after about 500 miles, it became 

clear that the problem was not going away, and I 

was in danger of doing serious damage. It was with 

a very heavy heart and tears that I had to admit that 

I was not able to continue. 

It was heart-breaking because I had never felt so fit 

in all my life…it was just my feet holding me back. 

 

We returned to Sheffield, picked up our car, went 

back to where we had stopped and I then backed up 

John as he continued to walk, eventually completing 

the 1001 mile journey. 

I had real difficulty in coming to terms with missing 

out. We had done the walk together but the second 

half was not the ‘together’ we had planned. 

Disappointment and a sense of failure troubled me 

for years and in 2017, I decided to attempt           

completing my second half in sections. 

I have now completed 865 miles in total….only 135 to 

go! 

It has taken longer than I had hoped and ‘lockdown’ 

has been the most recent frustration, but the journey 

goes on and is still fun! 

What turned out to be broken metatarsal bones 

stopped me, ‘lockdown’ slows me down now, but I 

intend to achieve my long-held aim and reach my 

destination. 

 
I needed John’s  

support as we did  

the first 500 miles  

together. 

I need his support  

now, backing me up,  

as I work at 

completing the  

challenge.  

Journeying on……. 

 
Like my JOGLE walk, 

life’s journey can be exciting at times, sometimes 

very challenging and painful, sometimes very        

frustrating and disappointing. Sometimes we have to 

admit that it is all too much, rest a while and then 

start again. 

The destination is important, but each step of the 

journey is special too.  

I need God’s help when things are straight forward in 

life, and I need his help when life is tough.  

Journeying on……. 

Glynis Smith 

http://www.millhousesmethodistchurch.org.uk/


As we go to print, some Covid-19 restrictions are still in force, but our churches and halls are 
gradually reopening, subject to these restrictions.   BUT this could all change again soon!   

Currently, due to restricted numbers, anyone attending still has to book though the parish office.                                                       
You can join services through our zoom link or by phone.   The zoom link is:                

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6745323083?pwd=eitkeVdiODV4S1NpRzJvV0ZxbTd6UT09  
Meeting ID: 674 532 3083   Passcode: AMCHURCH    

Phone instructions are as follows: 
 1.   Dial into a service on 0203 0512 874 (you may be charged, please check with your provider) on mobile or landline. 
 2.   Enter the meeting ID      674 532 3083 # 
 3.   Enter participant ID followed by # (but this is not required and you can just enter#) 
 4.   Enter the passcode, if needed 44005254 # 

 Once you have dialled the first number the phone instructions are very clear..   
For up-to-date information please contact:  

the Parish Office on 0114 249 0377 / or email htmillhousesoffice@yahoo.co.uk 

Or visit the website: www.amchurchsheffield.co.uk 

 

Sun  4th  Trinity 5 
 10am Holy Communion St.J 
 
Sun  11

th
   Trinity 6 

 10am Holy Communion H.T. 
 
Sun  18

th
   Trinity 7 

 10am Holy Communion StJ.           
with baptism 

 
Sun  25

th
    Trinity 8   

 10am        Holy Communion H.T. 

 
Sun  5th     Trinity 14 
 10am Holy  
  Communion 
  H.T. 
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As stated on page 2 and in the article on page 5, during the interregnum only 

one service per week will be held, usually Holy Communion as listed below.  

Additionally both churches are open during the week for private    

 prayer.  (Check  the website 

 for opening times.)   

 

Sun   1
st

   Trinity 9 
 10am Holy Communion H.T. 
  
Sun   8

th
   Trinity 10 

 10am Holy Communion St.J. 
 
Sun 15

th
   Trinity 11 

 10am Holy Communion H.T. 
 
Sun 22nd   Trinity 12 
 10am Holy Communion St.J. 
 
Sun 29

th
    Trinity 13   

 10am Holy Communion St.J 

 

Sun  6th      Trinity 1 
 10am Holy Communion H.T. 
 
Sun 13th     Trinity 2  
 10am Holy Communion St.J 
    
Sun 20th     Trinity 3    
 10am Holy Communion H.T. 
 
Sun 27th      Trinity 4 
 10am Holy Communion St.J 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6745323083?pwd%3DeitkeVdiODV4S1NpRzJvV0ZxbTd6UT09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2uL-adOMDUCex9npuKJa4H
mailto:htmillhousesoffice@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.amchurchsheffield.co.uk



