
May I speak in the name of the Living God, Father Son and Holy Spirit  

As today is the day when we celebrate Luke the Evangelist let us take a moment to think about his 

Gospel before we look at the detail of the reading. Luke starts out by telling Theophilus that he had 

decided to investigate everything carefully from the first to write an orderly account – “so that you 

may know the truth concerning the things about which you have been instructed.”  He has done his 

research and wants us to know his account can be relied on. How much would we appreciate a news 

reporter like that today? So often it seems to me that journalists have put a slant on their stories. It’s 

like photographs isn’t it? Once upon a time you could  believe that a photo was an accurate 

portrayal of something, but with clever lenses and computer technology sometimes what you see 

might be different to reality. But the Gospel is different; we can be assured of the validity of what we 

read even if Luke was not a first-hand witness to Jesus’ ministry. 

When Luke was writing his Gospel many of the communities who had witnessed Jesus teaching and 

healing first hand had been dispersed or destroyed. There must have been a risk that there would be 

misinformation about the Gospel message  or that the oral tradition of passing on the message 

would be lost. Really very much like today when it is no longer the normal thing for the majority of 

people to go to church, no longer the normal thing for bible stories to be read at home and in 

schools. Just as Luke saw the danger of the Good News being lost for future generations, we should 

feel that risk acutely too.   

I am intrigued always at which stories the Gospel writers chose to include in their writings and which 

to leave out. We must presume that this story was important to Luke, he wants Theophilus (which 

means lover of God, ie us) to know that Jesus sent out disciples ahead of him to prepare the way – to 

take the message of good news out into the world. Here he is writing at a time when the Good news 

was at risk of being lost and he is saying to his readers – to us – listen up there is important work 

here for you to do. Jesus had to send disciples out to prepare the way for him then, just as he does 

today.  

And just as Luke was writing at a critical point I think we are at a critical point too. Not just because 

of growing ignorance about the Gospel but because of the strange world in which we live as we 

struggle with the impact of the Coranavirus. If you listen carefully to people so many are beginning 

to lose heart. But we have a message of hope. That is not to say we don’t get worried or upset. It is 

more that we have an anchor that stops us from getting lost in the storm. We might get buffeted but 

we will not get lost. We know God is always there waiting to take us by the right hand to help us. We 

have a reason not to lose heart. Can you imagine what it would be like to face the struggles of this 

life without that sure hope. We need to share that Good news  - I believe there is a receptiveness 

that I have not experienced before as people look for comfort, meaning and peace, look for an 

anchor, that they cannot get from this world. For us, as when Jesus spoke these words 2000 years 

ago – the harvest is ready.  

But let us just go back to where we are in Jesus’ ministry when he sends the 70 ahead – and it is to 

prepare the way for him not to go instead. And I’ll come back to that in a moment.  Luke places this 

story towards the end of Jesus three year ministry. We are told in Chapter 9 that Jesus “had set his 

face to go to Jerusalem”, he knows time is running short. Just before the sending out of the 70, Jesus 

had sent his messengers ahead of him to a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him. But they 

would not receive him because he was going to Jerusalem. Here we have the first in this passage of a 



series of excuses to reject Jesus. Have we set our face towards God, making it hard for some people 

to accept us?  Shortly after that Jesus calls a man to follow him and he says yes but BUT let me bury 

my father first then another wants time to say goodbye to his family. Jesus is experiencing all the 

things his disciples will come across when they take the message out to the towns and villages 

nearby. Things we might (do) experience! 

Let’s go back to the start of the reading - Jesus sends the 70 “ to every town and place where he 

himself intended to go.” We can sometimes feel that we are like lambs sent into the midst of wolves 

when we try and share our faith, and Jesus understands that. In fact he tells us to expect it. But we 

go before him not instead of him. Our role, though important, is not the main event. Jesus is that. 

We are to take peace with us, to be gentle with our words. Jesus knows that some people will 

welcome our message and we must be ready to speak up for him when the time is right. We are 

probably not going to say “The Kingdom has come near to you” but what we might talk about is how 

our faith works itself out in our lives.  

Jesus told the 70 that the first thing they should say when they entered any house was “Peace be 

with you”. Peace would not have been on the mind of most citizens at that time. They were living 

under an occupying force – they wanted a Messiah to lead them into battle, to war. But Jesus’ way 

was not like that. Jesus was not conforming to people’s expectations. I’m sure there is a lesson in 

that for us – we need as Kingdom people to be different, not what people always expect. We need 

our faith to be our prime motivator. We need to be agents of peace.  I spoke last week about being 

appropriately dressed to be Kingdom people. We need to clothe ourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. These are the qualities we need as we go out to prepare 

the way for Jesus. 

So what might we remember from today’s gospel: 

• It’s a true account and is absolutely as right for us today as it was when Jesus spoke these 

words: the harvest is ready. 

• We are sent to go ahead of Jesus – not in his place 

• We are to take his peace with us and share it everywhere 

• We need to be counter-cultural so that our faith marks us out from others. 

• We must be ready to share our story so we in our own way we can declare the Kingdom of 

Heaven has come near. 

Amen 

 


