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Thankfully the weather is getting milder following a very cold spell. We hope you kept safe 
and warm during that time. 
 
This newsletter comes with some important news for the parish. Yesterday in church, Peter 
announced that he will be retiring in 3 months and his last day in the parish will be on 31st 
May, the day after Trinity Sunday. Peter explained that he feels this is the right time for a 
number of reasons. He is hoping that he will be able to celebrate his last Easter with us by 
having more ‘normal’ services with the congregation in church, when hopefully the 
limitations will have eased, but we will have to wait and see.  We wish him and Joan well as 
they prepare for this big change after living in Millhouses since 2005. 
 
Peter also shared the news that Catherine Staziker will be moving away from the Diocese to 
take up a post as priest-in-charge and house-for-duty in a parish near Whitby and will be 
licensed by the Bishop of Hull on 2 June. Wonderful news for Catherine and we wish her 
well. 
 
Pat Jackson has circulated plans for the publication and delivery of the Easter TRIO 
magazines. Those who deliver TRIO should be able to collect them from her home at 217 
Abbey Lane on Friday 19th March, pandemic permitting! 
 
Yesterday at the service held in St. John’s, we had the youngest ever attender on Zoom. One 
day old Jacob slept quietly in his grandmother’s arms during the service. Many 
congratulations to Liz and Richard Frost on your new grandson and first grandchild! 
 
We will broadcast an Ash Wednesday service this week at 7.30 from St. John’s and you can 
access it on Zoom using the usual contact details, whether by computer or by phone. Even 
though this will be very different from normal, we hope that it will be a time when we can 
all begin a journey together through Lent. A copy of the service was sent out by email on 
Friday. 
 
Please be assured that we hold you all constantly in our prayers both publicly and privately.  
If you wish us to pray for anyone specifically by name please remember that you need their 
permission or family’s permission before we can do that. 
 
With our best wishes for a holy and blessed Lent. 
Peter and Angie 
 
  



SERMON NOTES 
Transfiguration Sunday 14 February 2021 10 am from St. John’s 
 
Readings: [2 Kings 2.1-12]; 2 Corinthians 4.3-6; Mark 9.2-9 
 
An interesting by-product of the Covid pandemic is that it caused many people to be more 
aware of their facial appearance – on Zoom meetings and by wearing masks. Then there 
was the internet sensation this week of the US attorney who accidentally appeared as a cat! 
In this case, appearance really did matter – who would take his words seriously while 
appearing as a white cat? 
We know from our experience of using Zoom in church that when we can see each other’s 
faces, it makes us feel more connected even though we can’t be physically in the same 
building. And seeing someone’s face improves communication. 
 
In our Gospel reading today, Jesus’ appearance changed while on the mountain with the 
disciples, Peter, James and John – known as the ‘transfiguration’. Google dictionary defines 
it as “a complete change of form or appearance into a more beautiful or spiritual state”. 
As the disciples watched, terrified, Jesus spoke to Moses and Elijah. Then a cloud 
overshadowed them all and they heard the voice of God – “This is my Son, the Beloved; 
listen to him!”  
Similar words were said to Jesus baptism at the start of his ministry, as written in Mark 
Chapter 1 – “You are my son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased”. 
Here, the disciples are given a command – Listen to him!  
 
This parallels another mountainside experience where God gives commands. In Exodus 
Chapter 34, Moses spends forty days and nights speaking with God and eventually returns 
with the commandments, written for a second time. And his face is shining.  
 
These dramatic changes in appearance seem to occur at holy moments, when God is 
speaking. Important moments. The fact that Jesus was seen speaking with Moses and Elijah 
links the events to the Jewish scriptures and points to a much bigger picture of eternal 
significance; of historic and life-changing proportions. 
In both of these cases – Moses on the mountain and Jesus with the disciples at the 
transfiguration, God longs to communicate with his people. In Exodus, he implores them to 
follow his commandments – not to be authoritarian but to give guidance for living in love, as 
God loves us. We all know how that turned out, and here he is again with the same message 
but a different and divine messenger. Listen to him! 
 
What does this mean? – This is my Son, the Beloved: listen to him! 
 
This event recorded in Chapter 9 of Mark’s gospel happens right in the middle of the gospel, 
between Jesus’ baptism described in Chapter 1 and his resurrection described in Chapter 16. 
Immediately prior to today’s reading, Jesus has spoken to the disciples about his death and 
resurrection, and he repeats it two more times soon after. So, if the disciples had not 
registered it the first time, they have now been told by God ‘Listen to Jesus’. This is a 
message which God is imploring the disciples to hear, because it is of central importance to 
Jesus ministry and to their ongoing ministry as witnesses following Jesus ascension. 



‘Listen to him’ could also apply to the teaching of Jesus about the love of God. In his life he 
was a model for the disciples of the love and forgiveness of God for all of us. He showed 
them how to relate to others in love. As 2 Corinthians 4.4 says, Christ is the image of God; 
he is God’s face, even though we cannot see him directly.  So, Jesus is a pattern for us now, 
his current disciples, living today in this place as the body of Christ. And I believe we see the 
face of Jesus in the love people are showing to each other in acts of kindness during the 
Covid pandemic. 
 
How is it possible for us to listen to Jesus now that we cannot see his face? I suggest in 
reading the Bible; prayer and silence – and this can be while out walking or simply sitting 
quietly with a cup of tea in God ‘s presence; and in the words we hear week by week in the 
liturgy, in our services. 
 

• We have the Old Testament, telling us of God’s longsuffering, merciful love for his 
often-rebellious children.  

• We have the New Testament, telling us of the life of Jesus as divine messenger and 
human being, understanding our humanity with compassion, showing us God’s love 
and forgiveness, and showing by his death and resurrection that there is the hope of 
eternal life.  

• We have the epistles, such as our reading from 2 Corinthians, assuring us that God 
will help us by shining a light in our hearts “to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”. 

 
On Ash Wednesday, we will begin again the retelling of Jesus life, death and resurrection as 
we journey together through Lent, Holy Week and Easter. Usually, at an Ash Wednesday 
communion service we would have our foreheads marked with the sign of the cross in ash 
to signify that we are all dust and will return to dust, but with our sins forgiven we can 
receive eternal life – a visible mark on our faces. For the same reason, the mark of the cross 
is usually made in oil at baptisms.  
These are symbolic acts, and even though we cannot physically do them this year because 
of Covid restrictions, the what they symbolise is still true. 
 
During this Lent, may we ask ourselves the question: 
 
What does it mean for me to listen to Jesus’, to see his face, that I may see the glory of God? 
 
AMEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon 
7th February 2021 
Second Sunday before Lent 
 
A Lord as good as his Word  
 
All of us go through life making promises to each other. Our promises vary from saying we’ll 
meet someone at a certain time to committing ourselves to a certain person or to a way of 
life. Some promises are easy to keep and cost little: “Don’t worry! I’ll meet you at the corner 
shop at five o’clock.” Other promises can take a whole life to keep: “To have and to hold from 
this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love 
and to cherish, till death us do part.” When we make promises we invest ourselves in our 
words; we ask others to believe that we’re as good as our word. We tell others that they can 
afford to hope in us.  
 
At solemn moments of our life we use words to pledge our future. New beginnings are usually 
marked by words that are carefully said and publicly announced. Witnesses are usually 
around to take note of what is being said. It’s as if the words we speak have a life of their 
own. As the poet Emily Dickinson wrote:  
 
  A word is dead 
  When it is said, 
  Some say. 
  I say it just 
  Begins to live 
  That day.  
 
We hope that our words will live, but we know that there’s nothing magical about them. It 
doesn’t follow as night the day that we will do what we say. We spend a lot of time trying to 
catch up with our words. We often lag behind them; we fail to keep our promises; often we 
can’t be bothered. When we fail to be as good as our word, people wonder whether our word 
is all that good. When we fail often, people pay little attention to what we say. And when that 
happens our words become like old currency that has no value. Or like “Monopoly” money – 
good only for games. 
  
In today’s Gospel we hear the magnificent Prologue to John’s Gospel: how in the beginning 
there was the Word through whom all things came to be. When John comes to speak about 
Jesus you notice how he goes back beyond the time of Jesus’ birth and conception to the very 
beginning of time itself. He sees Jesus as the Word that was with God, the Word that was 
God. This Word was not only at the beginning – it made the beginning for all creation. The 
Word of God worked. It wasn’t just an empty word decorating the air – it was a Word that 
had power to make the beginning of the world.  
 
 
 
 
 



Remember that in one of the stories of creation it tells how the world began through the word 
of God. “God said, ‘Let there be...’ and so there was.” In this story of Genesis, the story of the 
beginning, God is seen to make the beginning through his word. All that God has to do is to 
speak. When God speaks you know that something is happening. God speaks the world into 
existence. God’s word is creative: it always goes beyond God’s own self to make happen what 
is said. 
 
For God, to say is to do, to speak is to accomplish, to promise is to fulfil. Our Lord is always as 
good as his word. And John rejoices in his Gospel that this Word which made the beginning 
now comes into the world. The Word becomes flesh and dwells among us. The Word is not 
only a great power that makes all things; the Word is a person and becomes little in time and 
space. The Word of God has a new address. He comes among people, among his own elect, 
but experiences rejection. The Word is a person in search of a hearing, a human being in 
search of acceptance, the Son of God in search of acknowledgement. This is the great mystery 
we celebrate at Christmas. 
  
At Christmas we celebrate the great mystery of God among us. This is very difficult to grasp: 
that God gave himself away in the person of Jesus, that he chose to reveal himself in the 
reality of the life and death of Jesus. This is a unique story in the history of religions. We 
believe that our main resource for understanding God is the person of his Son, Jesus. In Jesus 
we have everything there is to know about God.  
 
At Christmas we celebrate the humility of God who came among us himself. We celebrate the 
love that waits for an answer. We know that if our words fail, the Word of God never fails. It 
has power still. That is why we pray before communion: “Lord, I am not worthy that you 
should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.” We pray that 
God will speak his Word again in us. That just as he made the beginning through his Word, he 
will make a new beginning in us.  
 
In this Eucharist we pray that the Word will grow in us; that it will influence all our own words 
so that we will be as good as our word. For this to be done, the Word of God and our own 
word will become one. And our own word will then work. 
 
 
 
 


