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From the clergy….. 

A year ago I was licensed as Associate 

Priest to the Parish of Abbeydale and 

Millhouses. I was "coming back" to the 

church I joined over 35 years ago, but 

seeing it with fresh eyes - now a    

United benefice, with some new people 

and some having moved on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a chance conversation in          

Millhouses Park with one of its 

Friends, I realised that Millhouses is 

as it is partly because of what local 

people have done to make it that way 

- and most visibly, the park.  It made 

me  reflect on the various other ways 

that people 'serve' this area through 

t h e  v ar io u s  ac t i v i t i e s  an d                 

organisations that take place here. 

So, in my prayers at the licensing    

service I included thanks for all who 

make this community what it is,     

recognising all who serve here in 

many different ways, including the 

church. 

Jesus invites us to 'love your neighbour 

as yourself'‘. We can do this as            

individuals looking after our friends 

and families - perhaps the more      

obvious ways. But we can also think of 

it in a wider sense - those who work in 

caring professions, schools, businesses, 

looking  after the environment - the 

streets, woods and park. 

. 

In this summer period, when we give 

thanks for all who serve, we also hope 

that it will be a time of rest and        

relaxation for all. We need to give 

time to 'love ourselves' so that we can 

be more effective in loving our    

neighbours. 

Perhaps one way the church can be of 

service especially at this time is to offer 

a place to be still, to have a bit of quiet 

and to relax. We have two beautiful, 

peaceful buildings in the parish that 

offer space for silence and prayer. Holy 

Trinity church is open each weekday 

and on Saturdays from 9.15 am until 

4pm and St. John’s at the same time 

on weekdays.  Or, if you would like us 

to pray for you, you can leave a note 

in the Lady Chapel in Holy Trinity. In 

addition you are welcome to join any 

of our services, (listed on p.14), to join 

with others in prayer and worship. 

One year on, I can say that I have   

enjoyed serving this parish as Associate 

Priest and working alongside all who 

live and worship here.  

On behalf of all who serve in this 

church and this parish, I wish          

everyone a restful and happy summer. 

Rev'd Angie Lauener 

Boating lake and café in Millhouses Park 
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SERVICE !  - A word which brings relief to the 
contestants of Master Chef when their           
competition dish is ready for table and the      
expert judges are awaiting their food. Service is 
an interesting word with many different               
connotations some of which are listed here. 
The Old English “ service “ ( denoting a religious 
devotion or a form of liturgy ) is from the Old 
French servise or Latin servitium “slavery“, from 
servus “slave“. 
 

The early sense of the verb ( mid 17th century 
was, “ be of service to, provide with a service”.   
Some of the meanings of service are nouns, i.e. 
the action of helping, an act of assistance, the 
action of serving food, a period of employment, 
employment as a servant, a system supplying a 
public need, a public department run by the 
state, the armed forces, a periodic routine       
inspection, a set of matching crockery, service at 
tennis to begin play and the formal delivery of a 
document.    
 

As a verb, to perform routine maintenance or 
repair work, to pay interest on a debt, the action 
of an animal mating with a female.   
 

Why then do we have a Church Service ? A 
church service, the word being used as a noun, is 
defined as, “ a ceremony of religious worship”. 
 

Recently I went to have my car serviced, never a 
really enjoyable experience. I was greeted at the 
door by a smartly dressed, smiling young lady 
who enquired my name and the purpose of my 
visit. She then led me the whole of ten yards to a 
comfortable chair and offered me a coffee whilst 
I waited for my assigned service representative. 

What a difference 
from the good 
old fashioned, oil 
smelling, greasy 
and noisy proper 
workshop where 
conversations 
revolved around 

as to whether your bottom end was knocking, 
your carburetor need tickling or whether your 
grease nipples were blocked.   My mind then 
clicked   onto the similarities between a car      
service experience and that of attending a church       
service. 

Firstly, everyone at the garage was there for 
different reasons – services, repairs, sales or just 
browsing.   People attending churches are also 
there for many differing reasons – praying,     
singing and music, worship, meditation,           
forgiveness, curiosity and enlightenment.  On       
arrival, we are often greeted by smiling           
welcomers – not always young ladies! - and       
although there isn’t coffee to start with, there is 
at the end. 
 

Just as at the garage, where there are experts on 
hand so it is at church, with the vicar, curate, 
readers and pastoral carers. When we leave the 
garage we have usually been relieved of vast 
amounts of money – here the church differs  as 
giving is voluntary.   When we are reunited with 
our vehicle it has usually been cleaned and     
vacuumed and made fit for its future duties.   
When we exit the church what we have gained is 
rather up to us and our reason for attending.   
We may feel more at peace with ourselves, the 
world and may be God.   We may feel uplifted by 
the whole experience of worship or may feel  
enlightened by our own meditation or the       
exposition of the Gospel message.   We may feel 
encouraged or comforted by the fellowship with 
others also travelling the path of life.   Everyone 
is different as is each vehicle, and also has    
differing needs.   The hope is, like the serviced 
car, we will be better equipped for the coming 
journeys ahead.   So attending a Church service, 
an act of religious worship, can have the same 
results as a car service but also offers the         
opportunity for us to offer service to others, to 
God or both.                                  Chris Beardsell 

Brother, sister, let me serve you, let me be as Christ to 
you; pray that I may have the grace to let you be my 
servant too.   

We are pilgrims on a journey, fellow travellers on the 
road. We are here to kelp each other walk the mile and 
bear the load. 

I will hold the Christlight for you in the night-time of 
your fear;   I will hold my hand out to you, speak the 
peace you long to hear. 

I will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh I’ll 
laugh with you. I will share your joy and sorrow till 
we’ve seen this journey through. 
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Serving the needs of children….. 

Rowan School 
In view of my involvement as chair of the Friends 
of the Rowan School, I was asked to provide this 
brief explanation of the work of the school and 
the service it provides for the local and wider 
community. 

Rowan School is located at 4 Durvale Court, 
Sheffield, S17 3PT,  (near Dore Primary School). 
(https://www.rowanschool.co.uk/) and the     
children come from all over Sheffield. The school 
caters for primary school age children with     
complex speech and communication difficulties, 
including Autistic Spectrum Disorders (ASDs) – a 
group of lifelong conditions that affect how a  
person communicates with and relates to other 
people. Many pupils have special educational           
requirements in areas such as - 

• motor skills 

• sensory difficulties 

• emotional and behavioural difficulties; such 

as Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

• development of social and communication 

skills 

According to the National Autistic Society, over 
500,000 people in the UK have an ASD and as 
many as one in 100 children may have this       
condition.  These children don’t develop the     
social and language skills that other children do. 
As a result, they find relating to other people 
difficult. They may also have unusual behaviours 
and learning difficulties. 

The word ‘spectrum’ is used because ASDs vary 
widely from person to person and affect people 
to different extents. Autistic spectrum disorders 
include autism and Asperger syndrome. 

Autism 
Children with autism have difficulty                 
communicating and interacting with others. This 
is often first noticed by the time they are two. 
Some children with autism may have learning 
difficulties. Autism is four times more common in 
boys than girls. 
 

Asperger syndrome 
Asperger syndrome is similar to autism, but is 
usually less severe. Children with Asperger      
syndrome generally communicate better than 
those with autism and have average or above 
average intelligence. They don’t usually have the 
learning difficulties seen in children with autism. 
 

Rowan School’s work has been judged as      

outstanding by Ofsted. As a Teaching School,  
Rowan works collaboratively to provide support 
for other schools, lead teacher training and staff 
development and raise standards for all students. 
The school has been developing an innovative 
creative curriculum with a large percentage of 
outdoor education and practical teaching and 
learning opportunities, and has recently           
increased its capacity from 70 to 90 children.  
Facilities are made available to other local 
schools and to the local community 

The school is supported by The Friends of the 
Rowan School (FOTRS), http://
www.fotrs.org.uk/, established in 2003 and      
registered with the Charity Commission the      
following year. The purpose of the Trust is to 
support children, parents/carers and staff by  
raising funds to provide items or services to     
enrich the curriculum, broadening and enhancing 
learning, and enabling each child to have the 
widest possible range of childhood experiences. 
It is hoped these benefit the wider local          
community. 

Past Projects have raised money for - 

• specialist perimeter fencing to create a 
“World within a fence”, a safe outside 
learning environment, accessible to the  
local community 

• drainage and paving of some outside areas, 
creating more space for play and cycling, 
and  a minibus (together with Yorkshire Va-
riety) 

• a sensory room allowing children to react 
to music and visual stimulation  
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• a polytunnel and raised bed planting area 

• a climbing boulder 

• an outdoor Gazebo  

• a log cabin for all weather teaching in the 
woodland area 

• a heated Yurt 

• a second minibus (together with Lord’s 
Taverners) 

• continuing support for a range of music 
therapies  

 

A visit to Rowan School is a magical experience – 
despite their physical and emotional                  
disadvantages the children are active, happy and 
fulfilled. They have the benefit of dedicated    
specialist teachers, who endeavour to bring out 
the best in each child. At a personal level getting 
involved with FOTRS and the school was a steep 
learning curve, but oh so worthwhile! During my 
ten years as Trustee and Chairman we have 
raised over £135,000, thanks to our many        
supporters and local grant giving organisations, 
and we are currently raising funds to help Variety 
(Children’s Charity) to provide a replacement for 
their now-aging first minibus. 

     Barry Hancock 

Footnote from Millhouses     
Methodists re ‘Service’ 

We are grateful to Barry Hancock for providing a 
full and interesting article on the Rowan School 
and the work of the Friends of the School.  This is 
a sample of the types of ‘service’ undertaken by 
members of our congregation.  A few random    
enquiries over coffee after church revealed the 
following further activities: 

Bereavement counselling in connection with St 
Luke’s 

Food bank        
volunteer 
(work in-
cludes taking 
the food  
donations 
collected at 
church from the congregation and users of 
our  premises) 

School Governor 
Member of the Independent Monitoring Board 

at a prison 
Ecumenical Accompanier in the World Council 

of Churches Ecumenical Accompaniment              
Programme in Palestine and Israel 

School reading volunteer 
Fund raising and service via a Rotary Club 
Charity fund raising via Sheffield University 

Metallurgy Department ‘Old Lags’ Society 

This is not to mention the countless more informal 
acts of service to the community through which 
our members live out their Christian commitment – 
and all the ‘service’ to the church itself, e.g.     
pastoral visiting, local preaching and worship   
leading, stewarding,  welcoming people at the door 
each Sunday, serving refreshments, overseeing the 
finance and property maintenance,gardening ….. 
the list goes on.  And I am sure that those of our 
number still in paid work, whatever it may be, re-
gard that too as ‘service’, not just a means of put-
ting roofs over heads and food on the table.           

Gill Llewellyn 
 

N.B. We are looking forward to the joint evening 
services between our three churches on 10 June 
(Choral Evensong at St John’s) and 8 July (Songs 
of Praise at Holy Trinity),  See page 14 

There will also be Reflective Worship sessions at 
Millhouses Methodist Church, normally on the 
fourth Sunday of each month at 6.30pm.  During 
these sessions we follow a liturgy with prayers, 
hymns and readings, with no formal sermon, but 
giving time and opportunity for beneficial          
reflection, discussion and fellowship.  All are very 
welcome. 

www.millhousesmethodistchurch.org.uk.  
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In Pain?  We can help!  

Do you suffer from: 

HEADACHES 

LOWER BACK PAIN 

NECK PAIN 

WHIPLASH 

SCOLIOSIS 

NUMBNESS IN ARMS AND HANDS 

PAIN  BETWEEN  SHOULDER BLADES 

NUMBNESS AND PAIN IN LEGS 

PERIOD PAINS 

 

 

             

Chiropractic Clinics    For more information, simply call us on    

0114  262 1999  
2-4 Abbeydale Road South  S7 2QN 
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The prospect of plenty of free time leads many 

on the brink of retirement to think of charitable 

work they could pursue. Although I was asked 

several times to help in a charity shop, I         

decided not to rush into anything. Not many 

weeks into my new-found freedom, I was invited 

to serve refreshments during visiting time at a 

local prison. This appealed to me so I became a 

member of the WVS, which organised this     

service. 
 

Once a week I would arrive at the huge gates, 

where my identity was checked. Then I was   

allowed into the security space to wait for the 

gate to be closed behind me. The gate into the 

prison grounds was then opened. Personal     

belongings were left at an office and I walked 

with another volunteer through the grounds to 

the block that housed the visiting room. There 

were many round metal tables, each fixed to 

the floor by a metal pedestal to which four  

metal chairs were attached. Three chairs were 

painted blue and one, for the inmate, red. 

Round the room were several raised platforms 

with a table and chairs for prison officers. Every 

red chair was so positioned that it could be 

clearly seen by an officer. 
 

When visitors arrived at the gates, they were 

taken to a visitors’ waiting room and checked 

for illegal items. Prams, babies, toys, children, 

clothing, bags, etc., were all checked.          

Fluorescent ink was applied to each person’s 

hand and checked with a detection lamp as they 

left. This was because an inmate once escaped 

by sitting in a wheelchair as the visitors left! 
 

The inmates were brought to the visiting hall 

first and one sat at each table. It was           

particularly poignant when the visitors came in, 

because they were allowed to hug and kiss, but 

then had to sit in the fixed seats without    

touching each other. On leaving they were    

allowed to have physical contact again. I found 

this quite emotional. 
 

 At one end of the room was our kitchen, from 

where we served hot and cold drinks, biscuits, 

crisps and sweets. Visitors had travelled long 

distances and often asked for sandwiches and 

soup but sadly we could not provide these     

because of the laws governing the sale of pre-

pared food. Their disappointment was tangible.  

Prison visiting — but NOT in the prison where Sheila             

volunteered. 

 

Only visitors could come up to the counter to 

buy refreshments, except in the case of one  

inmate whose mother was blind. 
 

Over the weeks we got to know the visitors and 

their stories, their favourite chocolate bars and 

how they liked their tea. One woman, who was 

always immaculately dressed and made up, 

comes to mind. Her husband was a ‘lifer’ but 

she was full of hope that one day he would be 

released. In the meantime she wanted him to 

hold happy memories of her visit, so she made 

an effort each time to look lovely for him. We 

got to know her very well. 
 

Unbelievably, one day a small wedding party 

came in and sat away from the other visitors. 

The couple appeared to be of Middle Eastern 

origin and we speculated that the marriage had 

already been planned before the groom had 

been detained. The ceremony had taken place 

in the chapel and they had come for              

refreshments. After visiting time, the bride left 

with the other guests and the groom remained 

alone in his seat. Another poignant moment – we 

experienced lots of those. 
 

After several years it was decided that the WVS 

should no longer provide volunteers for visiting 

time, so we were asked to train inmates. Two 

arrived with an officer and they immediately 

wanted chocolate. The rule was that they could 

have two bars each when they left. We showed 

them how to work the boiler, make tea etc., but 

after ten minutes of serving a long queue they 

asked when the rest break was! Within a month, 

a team of inmates was ready to take over and 

my voluntary service at the prison ended. 

     Sheila Hodges 
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From Dreaming 

Spires to  Control 

Towers..            

 

National Service Duty         

In 1954, as a young student aged 18, George had 

to leave his protected academic environment at 

Oxford University and join the Armed Services to 

fulfil his legal requirement of two years National 

Service duty. Like thousands of other young men 

after the Second World War, he joined the RAF, 

the task being to protect our country from        

invasion; safeguarding its people, thereby pre-

serving the nation’s peace and ensuring the   

freedom of our generation. Once posted to RAF 

Marham in Norfolk, he trained as an Air Traffic 

Control Officer. This was a very busy strategic 

base during the Cold War period and was home 

to the V Bomber force. He felt a great sense of 

service in his job, it was also one which carried a 

massive responsibility. He was struck by the  

courage of the pilots, their fellow air and ground 

crews and realised just how vulnerable people 

were at that time. He writes: 
 

“My being involved in controlling aircraft was not 

by design and the experience was a mixture of 

routine, tedium and moments of drama,        

sometimes painful. 
 

 What was to become my Oxford College wrote to 

me, telling me to become a conscientious         

objector, be medically unfit, or they would see me 

in two years time.  
 

I considered the first of these, was pleased that 

the second did not apply and I joined the RAF. At 

Hednesford I was asked what I wanted to do, told 

that had I come a fortnight earlier I would have 

been on the Russian course and had I come a   

fortnight later I would have been on the Chinese 

course, but as I had arrived when I had what 

would I like to do. I doubt if I was expected to  

reply. The RAF did not invite philosophic            

discussion. 

This was Cold War time and two of the senior 

controllers had worked on the Berlin Airlift, a far 

more taxing affair than Bomber Command at 

RAF Marham. But this was a bit more than    

playing at soldiers. Yes, there were times when 

little happened and you could read and even 

write or play cricket, but if someone called 

“Mayday” or made a “wheelsup” landing there 

was more consternation. There was an occasion 

when a  pilot, a man whose last words I still     

remember, misjudged his landing and that was 

that. A little later I walked to Shouldham and a 

farmer greeted me to tell me that one of the 

crew onboard that fateful flight; a navigator, had 

lived just up the road with his young wife and 

family. The evening of that crash is still         

memorable and at that age I was not ready for 

the experience. I still recall the pilot’s name and 

the physical courage of the crash crew who 

would go through a wall of flame if a life might 

be saved. 

We once entertained Bulgarin and Khruschev as 

we showed them our V-bombers and arranged a 

fly past of the Red Arrows from RAF Scampton. 

They did not seem too impressed. 

Six Hunter aircraft 

crashed in Norfolk  

unable to land in the 

East Anglian fog, 

even the RAF could 

not keep it out of the           

newspapers. I only   

arrived as a controller after the disaster and 

much later, at a Devon hotel, I kept quiet when a 

senior officer said that they reminded trainee               

controllers of what happened at Marham. 

I would still find it difficult to evaluate these two 

years. The cricket had been good and Oxford, 

which might have overawed the grammar school 

boy from the Black Country, would no longer do 

so. I was ready to relish the rich experience which 

Oxford offered. The years at Marham had passed 

and I could return to the more acceptable        

academic world and to an Oxford where students 

asked not what school they had been to but what 

regiment they had been in. “             George Wiley. 

Hunter aircraft 
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I had heard of Rotary but to be honest I really did not 

know much about it despite having two close friends 

as members and my wife having spoken there. If I 

had any thoughts about it, I suppose that I felt it was 

an organisation that gave its members a lunch and 

did a bit for   charity. Then my life changed with the 

loss of my wife and those Rotary friends encouraged 

me to at least consider joining. So I went along.  Now 

even at my age it is not easy to walk into a room full 

of, mostly, strangers but I have to say that the     

welcome I got was very comforting.  We Brits., do 

not do overt welcomes but we have the quietly    

understated ability to let  someone know that they 

are in the right place and I have never looked back. 
 

The motto of Rotary is ‘Service Above Self’. I was, 

probably as are many people, completely unaware of 

the range of activities locally and internationally that 

Rotarians carry out. I heartily supported the idea of 

community service but in practice that consisted of        

supporting with cash. Joining Rotary opened my eyes 

to the possibilities of active participation. I came 

from what is now called a disadvantaged background 

and so I opened a Debating Society in a school close 

to where I was born. This is  because I feel that what 

holds many working class children back is an inability 

to express themselves clearly. My particular interest 

is in the development of young people and so I, along 

with fellow club members participate in ‘Mock     

Interviews’ for older children and a ‘Careers      

Workshop’ in a local school.  

 

 

 

www.abbeydalerotaryclub.org.uk  

or ring 0114 281 7557 

However our biggest        

contribution in this  area are 

our Young Artists            

Exhibitions, for which we were very recently     

awarded a ‘Duke of York’s Community Award’. The 

main exhibition is held in Ponds Forge at the end of 

April – now in its 16th year -  it regularly has over 

1,000 paintings from schools in every part of       

Sheffield. If we were seeking a reward it is in the 

faces of the young people pulling  parents and grand-

parents around the exhibition to proudly show them 

their  painting. Spin off exhibitions are held in the 

Town Hall, The Great Sheffield Art Show and at Art 

in the Gardens.  We also hold an annual Charity Golf 

Day at Abbeydale golf course — in support of Whirlow 

Hall Farm Trust 
 

Abbeydale is a lunchtime club with over 50 members, 

which meets at the Abbeydale Sports Club, and so we 

tend to attract retired or close to retired people who 

have time during the day but not exclusively. My only 

regret is that we have too few female members. 

However our other activities include a biannual canal 

clean up, weeding in Whirlow Hall pond, litter     

picking in Millhouses Park, the maintenance of the     

sensory garden at Mossbrook School, helping at 

Whirlow Hall Farm events and the regular removal of 

the invasive Himalayan Balsam from the banks of  

local streams.  Twice a year we put on a party, (in 

St. John’s hall), for single elderly people as well as 

taking residents from care home on drive-outs into 

Derbyshire. 
 

Internationally, the club actively supports ‘Maternity 

Worldwide’, helping fund a clinic in Uganda and 

works with disabled people in Albania. Money is 

raised by holding events such as quiz nights and    

garden parties.  
 

Rotary is a Worldwide Organisation that has played a 

major role in the (almost complete) elimination of 

Polio from this world—hence our creation of the large 

heart of purple crocuses in Millhouses Park. 
 

There is no compulsion to participate in any of our 

activities. No yellow or red cards are dished out. I 

personally would find it impossible to do everything! 

Yes, I do enjoy the company and the lunchtime’s 

great comararderie, but Rotary has given me so much 

more than that, as I hope this article shows. Why not 

join us at Abbeydale?                    Keith Tomlinson                        

45 trees, bought by 

Rotary,  planted this 

spring at Manor 

Lodge. 

Litter picking in 

April along the 

Tinsley  canal. 

The Lord Mayor with 

this year’s ‘Young 

Artists’ winners at the 

reception in the Town 

hall. 
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Within every church service, or act of worship, is   
embodied a period of prayer.  I remember as a child 
that these used to be interminable and                     
incomprehensible, with loads of flowery language and 
to a child not much relationship with the world in 
which we live.  I do not find the concept of prayer 
easy, but the words of the following hymn by James 
Montgomery do seem to make some sense of it . 

1. Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire 
 Uttered or unexpressed, 
  The motion of a hidden fire 
 That trembles in the breast. 
 

2. Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 
 The falling of a tear, 
 The upward glancing of an eye, 
 When none but God is near. 
 

3. Prayer is the simplest form of speech, 
 That infant lips can try; 
 Prayer the sublimest strains that reach 
 The majesty on high. 
 

4. Prayer is the contrite sinner’s voice 
 Returning from his ways, 
 Whilst angels in their songs rejoice, 
 And cry: “Behold he prays! ” 
 

5. Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath, 
 The Christian’s native air, 
 Our watchword at the gates of death; 
 We enter heaven with prayer. 
 

6. O you, by whom we come to God, 
 The life, the Truth, the Way! 
 The path of prayer yourself have trod: 
 Lord, teach us how to pray! 
 

                                    James Montgomery 1771 - 1854 

Of these verses I find that the first two, the fourth and 
the last line of the sixth are the most meaningful.   
Whatever, I think it’s a nice hymn!  

Chris B. 

Following the worrying article about 

Beauchief Gardens in the last edition of 
TRIO, it was great to receive this news on 

the current situation.  
 

Beauchief Gardens—Update!! 
 

In the Summer of 2017, Sheffield City Parks 

and Countryside Department approached 

Sheffield Vulcan Rotary Club to ask if we 

could undertake some maintenance in 

Beauchief Gardens. Initially, they asked us to 

clear some of the overgrowth in the       

Gardens, particularly on the banks of the 

stream which runs through it. We did this in 

Autumn 2017, and revealed the stream 

through most of its course. After that, we 

planted a large number of crocus bulbs, 

which flowered in early April. These purple 

crocuses are a reminder of Rotary             

International’s work on preventing polio. 

Purple is the colour used to put on the    

finger of children successfully immunised in 

a polio-prevention programme. Following 

this work, we were made aware of the    

possibility of some matched funding from 

our Rotary District Committee. We bid for 

this, requesting some funding, and matched 

this from our own funds. The bid was        

successful, and the funding has been       

donated to the City Council for the         

purchase of shrubs to go in the two main 

flower beds. We have spent time preparing 

the beds, and are now getting ready to 

plant the shrubs in May. Please come to the 

Gardens to see what is being achieved, and 

enjoy the new life being restored to this 

once-treasured site.                                           Nigel Thomas 
Chair, Environment Committee,  

Sheffield Vulcan Rotary Club.  
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JUNE 
  

Sun 3rd  First after Trinity  

   8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

St.J 10.00 am All Age Worship 

Wed   6th 10.00 am Holy Communion 
 

Sun 10th Second after Trinity  

   8.00 am   Holy Communion (BCP)  

 10.00 am Parish Communion 

   6.30 pm Choral Evensong St. J 

Wed 13th 10.00 am Holy Communion 
 

Sun 17th Third after Trinity 

   8.00 am   Holy Communion (BCP) St.J 

 10.00 am Parish Communion 

Wed 20th   10.00 am Holy Communion 
 

Sun 24th Fourth after Trinity  

  The birth of John the Baptist      

   8.00 am Holy Communion    

 10.00 am Joint Parish Communion    

  at St. John’s (Traidcraft) 

Wed 27th 10.00 am   Holy Communion 

JULY 
 

Sun   1st  Fifth after Trinity  

   8.00 am    Holy Communion (BCP) St.J  

 10.00 am  All Age Worship 
Wed   4th 10.00 am Holy Communion  
 

Sun    8th   Sixth after Trinity 

    8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

  10.00 am  Parish Communion 

Wed   11th  10.00 am Holy Communion 

 

Sun  15th  Seventh after Trinity  

    8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)  St.J  

  10.00 am  Parish Communion H.T 

    6.30 pm  Songs of Praise  

Wed  18th   10.00 am  Holy Communion 

 

Sun  22nd   Eighth after Trinity   

                Mary Magdalene 

    8.00 am Holy Communion  

  10.00 am Joint Parish Communion 

  at St.John’s 
 

Wed  25th   10.00 am Holy Communion 

Worship at Holy Trinity  -  all are welcome 

 
 

Sun  29th   Ninth after Trinity                     

 10.00 am    Parish Communion 

AUGUST  

Please note that during August there are no     
services mid-week, nor at 8am or 6.30pm on   

Sundays 
Sun   5th  Tenth after Trinity  

  10.00 am Joint Parish Communion 

  at Holy Trinity     

Thur   9th    2.00pm    Mothers’ Union ‘Mary 

 Sumner Day’ Service at the Cathedral 
 

Sun 12th  Eleventh after Trinity 

 10.00 am Joint Parish Communion 

  at St.John’s 

Sun  19th Twelfth after Trinity 

 10.00 am Joint Parish Communion 

  at  Holy Trinity 

Sun 26th   Thirteenth after Trinity      

 10.00 am  Joint Parish Communion 

  at St. John’s 

SEPTEMBER 
Sun  2nd Fourteenth after Trinity 
   8.00 am  Holy Communion (BCP) St. J   

 10.00 am   All Age Worship 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

BAPTISMS 

‘We welcome you into the Lord’s Family’ 

6th May    Martha Rose Stone 

FUNERALS 

‘Happy are the dead who die in the faith of Christ’ 

9th May    Sheila Mitchell Jacobs 
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Carol Hunt, whom many readers will know 
through St. John’s, served as a WREN, and is 
now Vice-Chair of this Ex-Service Club. 

 

What’s on in the Parish…….. Not a lot during the summer months, as we hope 

our readers will get out and about and enjoy the wonders of God’s creation!  

Songs of Praise 

Come and enjoy singing 

old  favourites along 

with popular new ones. 

You could even put 

in a request by   

contacting the church 

warden, (see page2),   

before the event! 

Sunday 15th July 

6.30.pm.  

Do you enjoy playing a musical instrument? 

At Holy Trinity we have a ‘Band’ which plays  at the at ‘All-

age Worship’ services, which are usually on the first       

Sunday of each month.   It is a very mixed group - from both 

types of  instrument to ages of players. Currently our age range is from 11 

to 92 years and we have several strings, trumpets, flute, clarinet, guitar, 

piano accordion and recorders!!!  We meet before the service to have a 

quick run through, but the music is available a few days 

before and can be picked up from the back of church.             

     All welcome!! 
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These words, (which appear at the top of 
page 2), describe the values we hold at  
Holy Trinity Church. They encapsulate an 
ethos of service both to the local        
community and to the wider world.  The 
Parochial  Church Council, Church Wardens 
and the paid clergy are not there merely 
to serve the church congregation and 
maintain the buildings, but to ensure that 
anyone living in the Parish can be  baptised, 
married and buried with a Christian      
ceremony should they choose. There are 
other responsibilities, especially of the 
vicar and wardens, but you need to ask 
them for details! 

We  are also fortunate within the Parish to 
have several folk specifically trained to 
work with, and support, other people. Some 
are paid, others are committed volunteers. 
These include the clergy,  pastoral workers 
and a ‘Children and Families’ worker. 

In addition to serving the Parish, as      
regular readers will know, Holy Trinity 
members work hard during the year to 
support several charities, giving generously 
in both time and money to help those in 
need both locally and world-wide. Harvest 
and Lent appeals are significant times 
when this happens, as is the on-going Food 
Bank collection.  

Another vital part of ‘Loving God’ is the 
active way in which church members serve 
within the church. Without their          
contributions the church would cease to 
exit!  ‘Using our talents’ springs to mind…..  
Whether it is being a self-supporting  
member of the clergy,  a lay-reader, a  
sidesperson’ welcoming people to services, 
providing music as a choir or band member, 
serving on the PCC or as a warden,          
arranging flowers, serving coffee, helping 
at “Tots”, delivering TRIO,  operating the 
sound system, reading, leading prayers,  
creating the different seasonal banners 
gardening,  cleaning and many other jobs…     

Loving God    Valuing People 

Caring  For  His  World 

One group not         
previously  mentioned 
are the sacristans and 
servers who prepare 
the chancel area for 
services and clear up 

afterwards. The sacristans are also          
responsible for changing the altar frontal  
according to the season or special          
occasion. 

The small team of servers range from   
primary age children to O.A.Ps., male and 
female and are always very happy to have 
new volunteers! One of the youngest   
servers, Jessica Burton, aged 11,  writes;  

“I began serving on Christmas Day when I was 

nine.  It felt scary because there were a lot of 

jobs to do, especially as it was Christmas 

Day.     Serving is a great opportunity because 

you get to help run the service and you feel    

responsibility!  When we arrive at church we put 

the cassock on, [a long, plain robe - Editor], and then 

light the candles.  We take the bread and wine 

out and set up anything that is needed.   When 

you process down the aisle 

it feels like you are the   

centre of attention.  We 

have to remember to walk 

slowly and be careful with 

the  candle flame.  It is 

cool because you get the 

bread and wine first and when everyone else is  

having it you use the clicker to count all the  

other  people having bread and wine. “   

ALL the many jobs are truly invaluable 
and, hopefully, appreciated by others.   
Although a very rare grumble is heard,  
(only human after all!),  Holy Trinity is a 
very happy family with lots of smiles and 
laughter …  and there is always space for 
more volunteers!   

Church servers—but 

NOT at Holy Trinity! 
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A life of Service     

by Ian Hunter 

This edition’s topic of  
service brought a few 
discussions in our family 
and brought back          

memories of my wife 
Karen’s  paternal grand-
parents Hermann and 
Isabel   Rusby, (nee 
Cause). 

 

Isabel Postgate Cause was 
born in Scarborough in 1905 and in her early teens 
became employed in domestic service with a num-
ber of wealthy families. She travelled around to 
Stokesley, Leeds and    Grantham where she was in 
service with the  Brownlow family at Belton House, 
and eventually arriving at Cannon Hall near Caw-
thorne to work for the Spencer- Stanhope Family 
around 1925. Isabel was a devout Christian and 
worshipped at All saints Cawthorne. She was a 
member of Young People’s Society of Christian   
Endeavour. 

Whilst attending All Saints, Isabel met Herman   
Rusby, Herman was from a long standing            
Cawthorne Family and was one of 12 siblings.   

Herman was a miner at the local colliery.  
Herman had again strong connection with All Saints 
and a different meaning to being in service, he sang 
in the choir, was a bell ringer and keen cricketer 
becoming captain of the village team. 
 
 

I remember going to stay with them on New Years Eve in1980 and 
at quarter to midnight Herman said he just had to “nip out”, he 
walked across to the church and rang in the New Year then came 
back and gave me a very large whisky as he “brought in the New 
Year”. 
 

Isabel and Herman were married in 1928 and moved into a tied 
cottage on Darton Road Cawthorne. Three years later a son     
arrived Cyril, Karen’s father.  
 

Their devotion to each other was another sort of service, to their 
marriage vows. This did have an unfortunate side effect when 
Isabel was watching the cricket team and supporting Herman she 
was hit by the ball and lost sight in one eye.  
 

Herman was injured in an accident at the colliery and left the 
mine to work as a gardener at Cannon Hall. Herman was a       
chorister at All Saints for over 70 years and a Bell ringer for over 
50 years until his death. 
 

Isabel and Herman lived at Darton Road until Herman died in 
1981. I remember talking with her just before Herman’s funeral 
and naively asking “how she was?” she said she was doing well 
because she knew Herman was settled. 
Isabel moved to a smaller house in Cawthorne eventually moving 
to Sheffield in 1985 to live at Green Oak Nursing Home at Totley. 
Isabel died in 2006.  

Herman (2nd from Right) and 
Bell Ringing team in the All 
Saints Tower 

Isabel at 
Stokesley 
1923 

Isabel 2nd Left and Herman 2nd Right at our wedding in 1980 

“What is it to serve God 

and do His will? Nothing 

else than to show mercy 

to our neighbour. For it is 

our neighbour who needs 

our service; God in     

heaven needs it not.”     

Martin  Luther 
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When my brother Phill and I were children in the 
1950s, my Mum, Elsie Mulliner, often used to talk 
about being 'in service'.  Soon after the end of the 
Second World War, as a teenager, she left her home 
in Burntwood, near Walsall. For the next seven 
years, she worked in three different large houses in 
rural north Staffordshire. During this time, she also 
met my Dad, Phil, who was a farm labourer. Her 
main tasks were household chores and childcare. 
Mum would tell us about the children she looked 
after in those jobs.  
 

Although Mum now has dementia, some of the 
memories of her life in service were vivid and she 
clearly recalled some of the feelings of that time 
when I asked her some questions. Here are some 
snippets from our conversation: 
 

What made you go into service? 
I left school at 14. My first job was in a laundry. I got 
fed up of it - it was hot. 
My mate Margaret Cook got a job and lived in. She 
said it was a smashing job. 
 

Where did you work? 
My first job was for Prince’s at Field Hall, a farm 
house near Uttoxeter, working for a family called 
Prince. I looked after their 14 month old child, 
Heather. I did a lot for her - took her out in the pram, 
helped her eat her dinner, washed, bathed and 
dressed her. I was in charge. I had to put her in the 
pram outside and I was not allowed to bring her   
inside even if she was screaming her head off. I used 
to think it was hard. 
The second job was for the Goodwin family at       
Hilderstone and the last job was at Park Hall Farm in 
Church Leigh, working for the Knobbs family. 
 

What were your other daily tasks? 
Inside the house, I cleaned and 
polished; made beds; pegged 
out washing; did the ironing; if 
they had been entertaining, 
they would have a lot of  
washing up afterwards and I 
would help with that;           

occasionally I went out to help get the cows  in; I 
chopped logs and sticks for kindling - I would take 
slices of tree trunk and chop some into sticks and 
others into logs for the fire. Phil would come at 8 
o'clock in the evening and I would still be out      
chopping logs. Then we would go out. 

What were you paid? 
About ten bob when I first started. 
 

What did you wear? 
No special clothes. If they were entertaining, I had to 
look smart. 
 

Where did you eat and sleep? 
At Knobbs's, I ate with the family in the breakfast 
room. The farm workers would come in and eat in the 
big kitchen. 
 

What holidays did you have? 
I would go home every other weekend. On my       
birthday, I would have a week off. 
 

What did you like best about your jobs? 
I enjoyed cleaning and polishing. You could always see 
what you had done. I loved it. 
When I got married, I knew how to do things properly. 
I had experience of childcare. 
 

What was hard about working in service? 
They were very strict in those days. Jobs had to be 
done properly - no slapdash. 
You were at their beck and call. It was hard work but I 
enjoyed it. That is why a lot of people would not have 
it. I didn't mind it.  
 

How did you meet your husband, Phil? 
I had a friend Doris. We saved up to buy tickets to go 
to the Farmers’ County Show Dance at Uttoxeter. It 
was an expensive night out because I also saved up for 
new shoes, and the taxi fair, because we were not on 
a bus route. Phil worked on a farm and was at the 
dance.  After the dance we met again and started 
courting.  
Elsie left her job at Knobbs’s to get married in October 
1952 just before her 22nd birthday. 
 

One of the Knobbs family still sends a Christmas card 
each year. I contacted him - now aged 72 - and also 
spoke to his older sister to see what she remembered 
about Mum. She had fond memories of the way Mum 
looked after her and her two younger brothers. She 
explained how her mother liked to employ young girls 
to be live-in helps so that she could give them some 
training in housework and child-care, and 
that they would be seen as one of the family. 
When Elsie left to get married, they asked 
what she would like for a wedding present, 
and she chose 'Special sherry glasses'. 
 

It turned out that Mum's life in service was 
indeed good experience for running her own home 
and caring for a family.  She always cooked good food, 
kept us in clean, ironed clothes and tidied and 
cleaned our house. It was interesting to talk with one 
of the children she looked after and realise that the 
way we were brought up was undoubtedly shaped by 
Mum's life in service. And good to hear that she is still 

remembered and appreciated.                                         

Angie Lauener chats to her elderly mother 

about what is was like to have been  

‘In-Service’ 
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Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they are worthless, 

but because they are PRICELESS ! 
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‘Serving’ our local community’ 

GROVE TENNIS CLUB 
Grove Tennis Club has been serving the 

community since the year 1900. It is a   

friendly and welcoming club on Millhouses 

Lane with four all weather courts which have 

floodlights on three of them.                     

There is a good cross section of members 

aged 5 to 85, some of whom have been 

members for over 50 years. The clubhouse 

and courts have been much improved over 

the years and it was the first club in Sheffield 

to have floodlights, which were installed in 

1982. 

There are three evening adult social sessions 

and three afternoon sessions each week 

where everyone is welcome. We also      

compete in the Sheffield and District leagues 

where we field four mens, two ladies, three 

mixed and two junior teams as well as winter 

league teams. 

We have our own coach who offers individual 

and group lessons for adults, over 70  juniors 

and a cardio group for beginners and         

improvers. He has also forged links with local 

schools. Sunday evening is family fun night 

for juniors and their parents. 

There are social activities during the year  

including quizzes, BBQ’s and an annual    

dinner.  

Further information is available from our   

website – www.grovetennisclub.com  

      Trevor Ward 

N.B. Many people in the area are totally unaware of 

the club as it is well hidden behind the houses on    

Millhouses Lane, Pingle Road and Hartington Road. 

The entrance is off Millhouses Lane, on the ’odd’ side, 

above Hartington Road.  Editor. 

All the recent publicity about the damage to our 

planet and the need to recycle where possible, 

thankfully seems to be engaging some of our 

young people, as this little story illustrates:     
During an R.E. lesson the topic was ‘Easter      
Sunday and the Resurrection of Christ’. 
“What did Jesus do on this day?” the teacher 
asked. There was no response, so she gave her 
students a hint: “It starts with the letter R.” 
One boy blurted, 
“Recycle!”     

Wonder how the teacher 

reacted to this thought! 
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Volunteering….why do it? 

“I promise that I will do my best to do my duty to 
God, to serve the King and help other people and 

keep the Brownie Law” 

I made this pledge at St.Oswald’s just after the end 
of WW2 then renewed it as a Guide just week’s after 
the Queen acceded the throne. It has always been 
very special to me and so as a 16 year old I agreed to 
help with Guides at Beauchief Baptist Church.  During 
my three years away at college I missed Guiding, so 
when, just days after getting home Esme Roberts, (a 
few may remember her valiant work at Holy Trinity, 
especially in the early days of the Parish Centre), 
asked me to help her with Holy Trinity Guides I didn’t 
take  too much persuading. 

 

This was 55 years ago and little did I realised it would 
be a life sentence and the start of my life at Holy 
Trinity! 
 

Esme was also the District Commissioner and within a 
year I had taken over the reins. Obviously something 
clicked  -  the unit grew and grew ….   As soon as I 
could, I gained the qualification necessary to take 
the Guides camping and we were off, spending many 
wonderful trips both locally and travelling to all parts 
of the UK, once in a furniture van -the girls as well as 
the equipment! During the winter months Youth   
Hostelling and sleep-overs at the Parish Centre were 
just as much fun, especially dawn hikes up to      
Ringinglow on freezing February mornings to         
celebrate Thinking Day, and  the walks through the 
woods to Beauchief Abbey to see the reputed ‘White 
Lady’s ghost’ appear at midnight on Hallowe’en.  
Trips abroad also featured, including learning to ski 
at ‘Our Chalet’ in Switzerland, exchange visits to 
Sheffield’s twin city Bochum where we had           
hospitality in the homes of German Girl Scouts;    
attending International Camps…..   So much and so 
many stories I could fill a book. 
 

Thankfully I was never short of excellent helpers, 
despite the Unit growing to over 50 members. We 
concentrated on giving the girls opportunities to plan 
the programme, choose their own groups, take     
responsibility, making it our job to help them learn 
to make the best of the decisions they had agreed. It 
was just so rewarding to see them grow from quiet 
shy, (at least some of them!) 10 year olds into confi-
dent, mature 14 an 15 year olds who could relate 
well to their peers and older folk, make      sensible 
decisions and when necessary take the lead.   
In 1966 I started training other leaders and three 
years later was selected, (nationally), to spend a 
year in Fiji training leaders there. How have I got 
myself into this, I asked???  I had only been abroad 
for the first time two years previously, (on Guiding 
trips), and had NO IDEA what I was letting myself in 
for! But once again I didn’t dare say no. I knew the 
unit would be OK and in fact the Patrols were great 
in letting me know what they were up to. I seriously 
wondered if there would be a place for me on return.    
 

No worries, two of us worked in partnership which 
enabled me to be away for a weekend about once a 
month to lead trainings at the National Centres.  
I also spent most Saturdays running trainings in   
nearby counties as well as local evening sessions. 
Being a full-time teacher I now had little time for 
other hobbies.  Guiding had taken over my life! 
 

The unit was now nearing 60 girls and really too big 
to meet as one unit. After much deliberation and 
seeking new leaders, it was split. The new unit  met 
on Friday evenings and ours moved to Tuesday,   
making it easier for me to get away for weekends. 
Despite the worry that this was a school night, most 
of the girls happily transferred—confirming my belief 
that if people really want to do something they will 
find a way!  Both units thrived for several years   
during which time I started a Monday Ranger Unit, 
for the older girls until they went off to college.  
   

From 1972-74 I again left teaching, (and a big drop in 
salary!), to work as a full-time trainer for            
Girlguiding. This provided the opportunity to work in 
Singapore and Germany with British Leaders on   
Forces Bases; develop training material and          
represent Guiding at conferences. Throughout all 
this I still ran the Unit in Millhouses.  
 

Returning to teaching I continued with my voluntary 
Guiding commitments for the next few years,       
including being the Guide, and then overall Training, 
Adviser for North East England and seemed to spend 
as much time in York as in Sheffield. Eventually, 
with an  increasingly demanding job, (I became the 
headteacher of an inner-city, multicultural primary 
in 1980), and caring for elderly parents who lived 
with me I realised I was no longer ‘Doing my best’ at 
anything. Something had to go! 
 

Again much deliberation….   and I left the Guide Unit 
in capable hands, continuing Rangers until the early 
1993, just after I moved from Dobcroft Road. I also 
gave up my training licence in 1983 when my father 
died, but did become the County’s Young Leader 
Adviser for a short time.  In 1997, following my    
retirement from teaching, (though not from         
education), I spent two years as a Division          
Commissioner. The turn of the century eventually 
saw the end of an era. 
 

Looking back do I regret missing out on other hobbies 
and opportunities. Definitely not. I have so much to 
thank Guiding for.. The privilege of working with the 
girls, sharing their worries and aspirations; living the 
simple village life in Fiji and receiving such warm 
home hospitality; travelling the world; meeting with 
many nationalities at the world centres in Mexico 
and India and working with them on local service 
projects; planning innovative training sessions with 
high-powered thinkers; writing handbooks and     
policies; experiencing the life-style of our armed 
forces; helping plan large local and National events 
and camps, (up to 1000+!);  and so many more!!!!!   
 

Being raised in a very poor working class home, with 
no money for holidays or new clothes, Guiding 
opened the world for me.  It wasn’t receiving a    
National Award, (in 1996), or then being invited to 
becoming a Vice-President for North East England, 
which made volunteering worthwhile— it was always 
the young people.  They were, and still are, great — 
just give them the opportunity, love and support and 
they’ll never let you down.                    Pat Jackson 
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“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time….  They just 

have the heart.”  Elizabeth Andrew 



Commitment to the local community…. 

 

The strap-line is self explanatory; since 1995 the 

Friends of Millhouses Park have worked hard to 

make our local park ‘A Better Park for Everyone’. 
 

Readers may fondly recall splashing in the paddling 

pools, swimming in the Lido and playing in the old 

playground. Years ago a line of buses would be 

parked up on Abbeydale Road South having 

brought visitors from all over Sheffield and beyond. 

Millhouses Park Lido was regarded as one of the 

city’s main attractions. Then in the 1980s it was 

shut down and later in the 1990s the paddling pools 

were closed because they were in a poor state of 

repair and there were fears of water pollution. The 

whole park area was one of decay and dereliction. 

The Friends group was originally set up by a group 

of local people, who were appalled at the dismal 

state of the park and the dire lack of    useable play 

equipment, to raise money for a new playground, 

and fairly quickly the council asked the group to 

help to develop the whole lido site which was a 

boarded up and derelict area. 

 

Very quickly new playground equipment was      

installed including the trim trail and climbing frame 

but members felt that there should be an area of 

water play to compensate for losing the lido and 

paddling pools; hence plans were formulated,  

money raised and eventually our wonderful splash 

area was completed. Come to Millhouses Park on a 

sunny day and watch playing and learning taking 

place with hundreds of excited children having fun 

getting themselves and everyone around them wet! 

Attention then turned to the old paddling pools area 

and the idea was launched to make a fish pass with 

one of the members drawing up plans and working 

closely with outside agents. This area has quickly 

become naturalised and is a haven for wildlife as 

well being ideal for the duck races we run every 

August Bank Holiday. 

 

I became involved in 2009, and our then secretary, 

John Brighton, a wonderful driving force in the 

group, persuaded me to launch a project to install 

the outdoor gym. It was a very steep learning 

curve. Just applying for lottery funding was a  long, 

complicated and arduous task but once accepted 

we were able to add the children’s cycle track, the 

avenue of oak trees and numerous other smaller 

benefits. At the same time I applied for money from 

Viridor and this was match funded by the council for 

the   installation of the zipwire 

I feel immense pride when I see these facilities    

being used and enjoyed by hundreds of people from 

the area and often far beyond. 

The Sensory Garden was another huge project   

undertaken by the Friends. Using oak sourced from  

Graves Park the structure was made at Ecclesall 

Saw Mills and assembled and planted by the 

Friends. Again funding was acquired from bids to a 

variety of sources.  

 

Over the years various projects have been ongoing: 

trees have been planted, a holly hedge is now in 

place along the road, a climbing wall is in place in 

the playground, a willow tunnel has been erected, 

the basketball courts have been renovated and the 

historic mill buildings, that give Millhouses its name 

were saved with a grant from Heritage Lottery. We 

work closely with council officials and different 

members of the group who have varying interests, 

tend to take a lead on specific projects. But above 

all we work together and enjoy meeting up as 

friends. 

 

We are proud that the park has gained Green Flag 

status and this year we have entered the Yorkshire 

in Bloom competition. Members regularly meet up 

for gardening and litter picking working often with 

Rotary Club volunteers and sometimes with local 

Cubs, Beavers and Guides who enjoy these       

outdoor activities. One of our members runs spring 

and autumn bird walks, often over thirty species 

being identified. 

 

Why do we do this? Some would call it service, and 

I suppose it is, but we love our area and we love our 

park. If we can help to make it more enjoyable,   

safer and inclusive for everyone then we have    

fulfilled the terms of our strap-line.           Kate Stow   

 
If you are interested in becoming a member please 
look at our website www.millhousespark.co.uk 
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Service charges……. 
 

 

 

The theme of Trio this time 
is service, and I sure that 
other articles will be     
commending examples of 
unselfish or generous 
forms of service.  They are 
excellent ways of putting 
others first, and help them to feel good, to 
respond to the giver, and   assist  others who 
also need help. 
 
But my topic is the rather less unselfish   
problem of Service Charges.  They are a   
relatively new part of life, and perhaps not 
very useful. 
 
According to the Oxford English Dictionary, 
the word Tip was first used in Middle English 
(in the later period from 1150 and 1500) for 
its original meaning of the tip of a needle or 
spear.  It acquired other meanings later, but it 
was 1755 before they included a gratuity.  
Until then, workers were paid a wage if they 
were lucky, but the idea that they might     
deserve a bit extra was unheard of. 
 
1755 was just before the start of the           
Industrial Revolution, in which many people 
moved into manufacturing work in towns   
rather than villages, and agricultural work 
started to be more mechanised and needing 
fewer labourers.  With more money about, 
more people travelled and more of them ate 
and/or drank in inns.  “Keep the change” may 
have entered the language as some         
customers wanted to express their thanks for 
good hospitality from willing waiters. 
 
The tip, since then, has nearly always been 
for the supplier’s employee, not for the shop 
owner or landlord.  Years ago my father had 
his hair cut in Mr Kind’s barber’s shop on 
West Street, which still trades under the 
name of Henger.  When he first went there in 
1950 he asked Mr Kind whether it was proper 
to offer him a tip.  Mr Kind told him that it was 
unnecessary if he had done the haircut    
himself, but his assistants would appreciate a 
tip if one of them did it. 
 
Two issues have affected tipping in modern 
times, both caused by the way most          
employers respond to it, not their employees. 

There may often be some system (the 
tronc) for dividing the tips between the  
waiters the customer sees and the cooks 
behind the scenes.  The customer may not 
realise what is involved in troncs, but the 
recipients must pay income tax on them.  
And the owners may simply impose a    
stated service charge and get their staff to 
agree that their standard wages are 
enough to include that element, without 
getting a full share of that part of the      
turnover.  Few who leave a tip realise what 
is done with it. 
 
Both of those issues interfere greatly with 
the motives that underlie most tippers’    
intentions.  We wish to reward specially the 
person who has given us a service — not 
the owner who may not be paying him well 
enough, nor his backstage colleagues who 
don’t have to put up with rude customers 
themselves. 
 
I haven’t really found any way of dealing 
with those aspects.  I tend to be less      
generous if I know that a tronc is in use, 
and hardly ever add anything if there is a 
standard service charge. 
 
Tipping is a very contentious subject.  I 
‘Googled’ it and came across a hefty list of 
how much to tip.  It’s in dollars, so may not 
be right for the UK (or Sheffield).  Some of 
its ideas: 
 
A percentage 
15-20% waiters, hairdressers, manicurists, 
taxis, sommeliers, pedicurists, massage 
therapists 
15% pooper scoopers, animal groomers, 
pet sitters 
10-15% bar tenders 
 
A sum 
$50 for heavy moves 
$20-$50 for gardeners 
$15-$50 for handymen or lawn service 
$10-$30 newspaper delivery 
$10-$20 for light moves 
$1 per bag for bellhops 
$2 or $3 carwash, or up to $5 for an SUV 
$1 per passenger for bus or limo drivers 
 
American tippers must be more generous 
than we are.  Many Britons seem to think 
10% is generous, and only tip with coins! 
 

Peter Quarrell 
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We offer everyone a warm welcome 
 to all our activities 

Young People’s activities 
In Holy Trinity Parish Centre,  Dobcroft Rd 
                             
    Monday    6.45 pm     Cubs 
                     7.30 pm     Explorers  
 

 Tuesday      6.15 pm     Brownies 
 
 

  Thursday   7.00 pm     Scouts          

 
 

 
 

Wednesdays 8.00 pm at St. John’s 
New ringers warmly welcomed—come and 

have a go! 

 

COFFEE MORNINGS 

 10.30 am  fortnightly at          
various homes 

See weekly pewsheet available in 
church and website  (details at the bottom of 

the page) 

 

Harvest Edition of  TRIO  

 

DEADLINE for articles  
 

3rd August 2018 

Published 7th Sept 2018 
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Choir  Practice 
9.20am Sunday 

In church  

 
  Holy Trinity  Millhouses 
  is  a  Fair Trade Church 
A stall is held regularly after the 

10 am service 

   Children’s term - time activities 
 

   In the Church Hall 
 Tuesday     5.30 pm Rainbows 
      Wednesday   10.00 am Tots 2 
 

      Thursday       10.00 am Tots 1 

 

Please use the Parish web site 
 

www. amchurchsheffield.co.uk 
 

and recommend it to others 
 

Another good source of church            
information is the weekly pewsheet   -   

always available at the back of church, which is 
open  during the day. 

Previous editions of TRIO can be            

 

PRAYER  MEETINGS 

Ranulph Court     
Fridays 9.30 am 

ANY prayer requests can be made to  281 9860  

Fancy playing snooker on a full sized table but 
don’t want to travel far…..? 

St. John’s Snooker Club                         
welcomes new members, 

male or female,  beginners or        
experienced, any age or     

religion           

The club meets at the 
church hall  on          

Abbeydale Road South                      
(opposite the Abbeydale      

        Sports Club)                                                    

on Mondays 
at 6.30pm  

Contact Michael Minns on 0114 274 7372 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

Mondays fortnightly 2.30 pm 
See weekly pewsheet 

      At  219  Carterknowle  Road 




