
Freely , freely have you received so freely ,freely give. 

 

Pauls letter to the people of Rome  was written at the tail end of  the Roman 

Emperor Claudius  reign and the start of that of Nero . Nero was just 17 when 

he became Emperor . The date of writing is around AD 54 , just 20  years after 

the death of Jesus, and is believed to have been written from Corinth. 

The city of Rome at that time was a city of many Gods each with their own 

temple. The emperor Augustine himself had just recently been declared a God 

and another temple was being bult in his name, 

The Christian community was small and growing. It was made up both of Jews 

and of gentiles with understandable tensions between the two groups 

Pauls letter to the Christians in Rome and Jesus instructions to his followers  

written just a  couple of decades  earlier are just as relevant to us today  as 

they were to the original listeners.  The words are about our own behaviours 

and how we relate to others. 

Pauls letter to the Romans is viewed as a sort of crucible  of Christian theology. 

Paul insists that we are made right with God though our own faith in Jesus and 

the Trinity and not by the good works we might do . Having said that it goes 

without saying that Christian men women and children should be and  indeed 

are principal doers of good works. We find Christians at the heart of the 

world’s peacemakers and activists in places of war and I bet you don’t know 

that Christian aid raises more money that Comic relief in a year. 

 The church is just not very good at broadcasting what it does to help others, 

Paul though is insistent we  never forget that it is the death of Jesus of 

Nazareth, the crucified and risen Christ,  that has enabled us to get right with 

God , what he calls justification. We cannot get right with God by any other 

way than by faith in this act of God. To emphasis this point Paul states that at 

our Baptism and  when we come to  an  individual confession of faith  that in 

that act we are baptised into the death of Jesu of Nazareth too. Put simply it is 

by the grace of God and realisation of this fact that we are made right with 

GOD. It is nothing that we do ourselves. As the hymn by Carol Owens puts it  

God forgave my sin in Jesus' name, 
I've been born again in Jesus' name, 
And in Jesus' name I come to you 



To share His love as He told me to.  
 
Chorus: 
He said, Freely, freely you have received; 
Freely, freely give. 
Go in my name and because you believe, 
Others will know that I live 

Pauls rebuke to the people of Rome is simple. You can’t continue sinning, 

acting against God wishes and call yourselves Christians. There is no more 

grace to be had on this issue. Jesus act is a once for all act.  Paull warns, and 

this warning is for us too. If we are devoted ( slaved)  to sin in that we obey sin 

ruthlessly then the end of these things is death meaning separation from God . 

But Paul goes on. Look he says you have been freed from sin so  now be 

devoted (slaves)  to God and righteousness.  The end of this, is the free gift of 

Gods eternal life in Jesus our Lord.  And this is for the now ,as well as for the 

future. 

We are of course , or should be , aware that we cannot do this on our own , 

We have continually to turn to Christ to help through prayer and in the gift of 

his Holy spirit. It seems to me that what Paul is teaching and reminding people 

about is true for all time. Isn’t this why we have the gift of the Holy spirit. The 

gift of truth and a sure guide 

The gospel teaching is about how we have to relate to others, Jesus  has given 

extensive instructions to his disciples about how they might be received, 

Beaten, broken, turned away or else welcomed and adored. we are  then told. 

Yes,  that’s you and I that when we welcome a follower of Jesus we welcome 

Jesus himself  . also, the more we recognise in each other Gods gifts and grace 

the more the welcome we get from God too. Jesus is particularly anxious about 

new life in Christ. The newly converted, the new followers. These are the little 

ones he refers too. Why should not new Christians have the cup of life too.    

The living water that Jesus often refers too. This is what is meant by the phrase  

‘ whoever gives a cup of cold water to one of these little ones.  

So, we are called to be faithful to our own calling and to welcome others in 

Jesus name. We are called to be righteous meaning people who seek justice 

and Gods work in all situations 

 



We are commissioned to go forth and tell and this is the focus of lour last 

hymn 

Go forth and tell! God's love embraces all; 
he will in grace respond to all who call: 
how shall they call if they have never heard 
the gracious invitation of his word? 

Go forth and tell! The doors are open wide: 
share God's good gifts let no one be denied; 
live out your life as Christ your Lord shall choose, 
your ransomed powers for his sole glory use. 


